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Cultivating a Sense of God’s Big Picture
While Keeping a Sharp Focus on Christ

Nashville convention attendees listen intently to a stellar homily delivered by their new Episcopal Adviser, His Eminence Thomas Cardinal
Collins, on June 29, 2018. Nashville’s enormous Catholic Pastoral Center dwarfed the 400+ Serran congregation. Photo by Fr. Toby Collins, C.R.

His Eminence Thomas Cardinal Collins
Archbishop of Toronto, Ontario, Canada
Episcopal Adviser to Serra International
The following is a transcript of Cardinal Collins’ homily from
Mass on June 29, 2018 at Serra’s 76th International Convention
in Nashville, Tennessee, USA.

A

s the years go by and I notice the passing of various birthdays – I’m now 71 – I realize that life
seems a lot different when you’re 71 than when
you’re 17. For one thing, people seem to speak more quietly than they used to. And the print in books – it gets
smaller and smaller. That’s why I like those little electronic devices; you can make it bigger and bigger. And
fabrics aren’t as good as they used to be; they seem to
shrink a lot. I haven’t noticed that with chasubles yet, but
that’s coming soon.
So there are changes over time. But I think especially
speaking as person who’s had a detached retina and a
couple of cataract operations, you do begin to recognize,
to think a bit more, about the vision with which we look
at the world around us. It’s important for each one of us
to be able to have a broad perspective, a wide view, and
to be able to focus on what is before us; a wide perspective
of vision and a narrow, sharp focus on the point at hand.

It’s even more important in our life of faith, in our life in
Christ. We need, each one of us, to have a vision that includes the wide perspective of the providence of God, of
the time that lies ahead of us during our short journey
through this world, the ticking of the clock that at one
point — time’s up! – and we move off to our destiny and
the home of the Heavenly Father. We need more and
more to be able to focus with laser-like clarity on what is
important in life and most especially on the hand of God
that is shown to us in our Lord Jesus Christ and our encounter with him, through whom we encounter the Heavenly Father and the power of the Holy Spirit.
On this day as we think of the great apostles Peter and
Paul, and as we reflect upon the readings today, I think
we’re helped to have a wide perspective that is needed if
we are to navigate through this dangerous world and the
sharp focus on Christ the Lord which leads us home to
the Heavenly Father.
Certainly we see this in the great saints, especially the two
great, great saints we celebrate today. Saint Peter gradually, very slowly, began to see the bigger picture. He got
beyond his little fishing boat and began to realize there
was something marvelous out there. He began to recognize that this stranger who said, “Follow me,” was actually the Lord God. It took him time. He certainly was
Continued on next page
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Cardinal Collins
Continued from previous page
willing to focus on Christ. He’s the one who’s always
jumping out of the boat racing towards the Lord. But he
gets in trouble with anything that takes his focus off the
Lord; he starts to think about himself, and then he begins
to sink. That’s always the case: think about ourselves, we
sink. We think about Christ, we don’t.

act with great integrity. In fact, he was condemned to
death because of his sense of God’s providence and his
fidelity to Christ. On the day of his execution, they woke
him up early in the morning in the dungeon and they said,
“You will be beheaded today.” He said, “When?” “Ten
o’clock.” “What time is it now?” “Five o’clock.” “Well,
call me a bit later. I need a bit more sleep.” He rolled over
and went back to sleep. Now that’s somebody who has a
sense of the big picture and who’s focused on Christ.

The lovable thing about Peter is he stumbles all the time.
He blunders and fails. It takes him a while to get to see
the bigger picture, and he struggles with that right to the
end. So often he takes his eyes off Christ and gets confused and starts sinking. That’s why I think the Lord entrusted the Church to Peter and not to that annoyingly
perfect beloved disciple, who may have been in many
ways closer to the Lord. You don’t want to trust something big to someone who’s never failed.

We all have to have both of those things, like concave and
convex, to see the plan of God in its breadth and to focus
on Christ the Lord with sharpness. In the first two readings today on this Feast of Saints Peter and Paul, we see
that breadth of vision which we all need to have that perspective.

compared to Peter, who’s more of the man of action. Paul
certainly has this mystic vision of the whole picture. We
see that in his letters.

We see that breadth which we all need to have. We’re
never locked up in a dungeon. John Fisher knew that. So
did Thomas More, who said, “Well, it’s not much here,
but compared to heaven, what’s the difference?”

In the first reading, St. Peter is tied up and chained with
double chains with all kinds of soldiers around him in a
dungeon — doors locked, sevSo Peter is lovingly, beautieral of them – and that’s very
fully, in a stumbling kind of
That’s always the case:
constricting. But all around
way, a wonderful model for
We think about ourselves, we sink. him the people were praying
all of us. He slowly comes to
before the courts of the HeavWe think about Christ, we don’t.
a broad vision, a sense of perenly Father for their beloved
spective, and certainly, for all
shepherd who was in prison.
of his faults and all of his weaknesses, he’s always jumpThey had that vision that was bigger than any dungeon
ing out of the boat and running to Jesus. And you can’t
cell and with the intercession of the people the angel of
go wrong with that.
the Lord came and freed St. Peter and brought him to the
people he loved and who loved him.
It’s the same with St. Paul. He is sort of the intellectual

He’s also the one who focuses on the one who said to him
one day, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?”
“To live is Christ,” Paul said. Finally he came to see that:
“To live is Christ.” And he gave his whole life with focus,
dedication, and concentration to the Lord Jesus.

One of my favorite saints, whose feast day is one week
ahead of the Feast of Saints Peter and Paul, is St. John
Fisher. He was the only bishop in England who didn’t
cave in to Henry VIII. Henry VIII had a different kind of
focus: it’s V, I, I, I – and that gets you nowhere.

In the second reading today we see St. Paul speaking to
Timothy, giving some sort of post-ordination advice to
his disciple. He speaks of what it means to have “fought
the good fight, to have run the course,” but he speaks of
it all in terms of the Heavenly Kingdom. He was able to
be strong in the immediate situations he was in because
he always situated them within the plan of God and also
within the awareness of the brevity of this life. “When
that day comes,” he says, “The Lord will reward me.”
And he knew the day was not far off, living one day, each
day, focusing on the present moment in an awareness of
the great providence of God.

Because John Fisher had that vision of the plan of God
and that dedication to Christ, he was a person who could

Sometimes you find in sacristies a prayer for priests. It
says: “Priest of God, celebrate this Mass as if it were your

We need these examples of people who can see the vision
of majesty, the divine providence which guides us, and
who also have the clarity and the focus to give everything
to the Lord Jesus. We all need that.
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That breadth of vision behind our prayers is why we pray
before the Heavenly Father all the time.
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first Mass, your last Mass, your only Mass.” That takes
vision and it takes focus. I think each one of us could have
the same sign: “Christian, live this day as if it were your
first day, your last day, your only day.”
In the Gospel today of course, we find that focus when
the Lord asks, “Who do people say I am?” That’s the
question that needs to be answered: “Who am I?”
Peter isn’t caught up with various options. He said, “You
are the Christ, the Son of the Living God.” That’s his
focus. And for all his failures, he never loses that fundamental sharp focus on Christ the Lord, the encounter with
the Lord God. So we need to look to Saints Peter and
Paul and John Fisher and all the other saints and reflect
on the readings today. We all need to have that sense of
where we are situating ourselves in the context of the
Heavenly Kingdom, the New Jerusalem, and situating
ourselves in the context of the
coming of the Lord. Both
space and time: we need to
Jesus asked us to
think of that.

those who are seeking God’s plan in life to have a focus
with laser-like clarity on Christ the Lord.
Jesus is Lord. That’s what changes the lives of every one
of us and certainly, among others, those who are called
to the priesthood, religious life, the diaconate, or any vocation of service.
That’s why the reading of the Word of God speaks to us
of that: it gives us the vision, and calls us to the focus.
That’s why the sacraments do that. Confession, coming
before the merciful Father, focusing on the mercy that we
receive at that moment through the act of absolution.

But until the Lord comes in glory, there is no greater way
of having that wide vision of God’s providence and that
intense focus on the Lord Jesus Christ in the Holy Eucharist which we celebrate right now. We’ve been doing
this since before the New Testament was written down.
This is it; this is our encounter.
It gives us the vision. We hear
pray not that the the words of Sacred Scripture
Lord will send more laborers into which open up the horizons of
I think of that a lot because my
the harvest, but that those he calls our life and allow us to situate
bishop sent me over to Rome
our own struggles within the
will respond. There is no shortage plan of God. It gives us the vito study Scripture. I spent two
years on the last 16 verses of of vocations whatsoever. There is a sion of perspective in time:
the Apocalypse (I’m a very shortage, sometimes, of response. “The body of Christ; Amen.”
slow reader).
It is the Lord. The Lord we encounter here is the one we will
When you spend a lot of time
encounter when we lift off the bumpy runway of life and
on the Apocalypse, you have a sense of the heavenly
finally head home.
Jerusalem, with Babylon here below. You get a sense that
the Lord is coming soon. That’s the perspective: time and
I never say this to the First Communion classes — it
space. We need to have that.
might scare the parents – but actually, receiving Communion is a dress rehearsal for death. The Lord we encounter
I think especially in our work with vocations we need that
here or the Lord we encounter then are the same. It’s the
and a focus on the encounter with the Lord Jesus Christ;
vision of glory, the encounter with Christ, and that’s so
and a sense of perspective of our prayers. Like the prayers
important. It’s true when we celebrate the Holy Eucharist.
of the people in the first reading for Peter, our prayers are
most important.
It’s also true when we spend time at adoration before the
Lord in the Blessed Sacrament. J.R.R. Tolkien, the great
The only thing Jesus asked us to do is “Pray to the Lord
Catholic writer, said, “All romance, all love, all glory in
of the harvest to send laborers into the harvest.” In God’s
life, is found before the Blessed Sacrament.” There in the
good time, in the perspective of the plan of God, that’s
midst of the disappointments of our life, we find the
what he wants us to do. To pray – the foundation of it all
meaning of all our loves in the presence of the Blessed
– not that the Lord will send more laborers into the harSacrament.
vest, but that those he calls will respond. There’s no shortage of vocations whatsoever. There is a shortage,
That’s why the great Bishop Fulton Sheen spoke so much
sometimes, of response in every sacred vocation.
of making a holy hour if at all possible (and certainly encourage priests, who have no excuse, because we’re all
So we pray for that, keeping in mind the vision of the
near churches) to spend an hour everyday in adoration
heavenly court and the will of our Almighty Father. We
before our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament. I remember
need to find ways to encourage each one of us and all
Continued on page 33
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Our Number One Focus for the Year: MEMBERSHIP
A challenge to double our membership by 2019
The following speech was given by incoming Serra
International President Mario Biscardi, Serra Club
of Toronto, Ontario, Canada at the Serra International Convention Banquet on June 30, 2018, in
Nashville, Tennessee, USA.

Mario Biscardi
President,
Serra International

I

t is a tremendous honour and privilege for
me to be your President for the coming
year, and I am quite humbled by it too.
Why do I say this?

The way that I see it, we have something very special in
Serra. To our knowledge, Serra is the only lay organization
that is aggregated to a Pontifical Work of the Holy See,
which we have been since 1951 via the Pontifical Work for
Priestly Vocations, which is now part of the Congregation
of the Clergy. This is a very profound privilege that was
granted to us by Pope Pius XII, and the spiritual benefits
available to Serrans are simply “out of this world.”
But with this profound privilege comes the responsibility
for all of us to build and maintain Serra for future generations. The privilege that I speak of is our Serra ministry to
be of service to our Church:
• to foster and promote vocations to the priesthood and religious life;
• to affirm and support vocations to the consecrated religious life; and
• for each one of us to strive to grow in holiness.
All Serrans share in this responsibility, and so we all share
in the obligation to grow Serra everywhere; to make Serra
stronger wherever it is, to establish Serra where there is no
Serra, and to be sensitive to the local needs of our Church.
And we Serrans are doing that. We are focused on our
Serra ministry, we are close to our local Church, and we
are engaged with our vocation directors and bishops to be
of service to them in the area of vocations. We are close
to our seminaries and we do support our seminarians. We
do pray daily to the Lord of the Harvest to send laborers
for the harvest. We do show our respect and appreciation
to our local priests, and we support them, always in full
harmony with our local Church.
We do this without seeking recognition for what we do.
When recognition does come our way, we feel humbled
by it. Why? Because each one of us knows that whatever
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we have done and whatever we have accomplished, it wasn’t that difficult for us. We could have done more, and that
is what keeps us coming back to do more.
Fellow Serrans, I have been a Serran for 37 years, and on
the Serra International Board for seven years. The way that
I see it, we need to have e-v-e-r-y-b-o-d-y in Serra focused
on membership for the coming year. Everyone. Everyone
from the Board of Trustees of Serra International to the
Serran who just joined Serra last month. Everybody focused on growing Serra everywhere so that we can increase membership in existing clubs and establish Serra
where it does not presently exist. This will be our #1 focus
for the coming year.
Why do we need to focus on membership for the coming
year? Because a club may have the best vocation activities
and the best programs, but if the club is not successful in
membership, it will die one day. We cannot allow that to
happen.
Also, membership is declining overall and new club formation is weak. In the past 12 months, only four new clubs
were chartered in the entire Serra world. Three of the four
were in Canada, and only one new club was chartered in
USA. None elsewhere. And so we do need to focus on
membership for the next 12 months.
When I came onto the Serra International Board, Serra
was in its darkest hour. That is well behind us now. We
can only learn from our past; our future does not exist. All
that we have is the present, and the present is God’s gift to
us. That is why it’s called the “present.”
How we use the present will determine our future. What
does the present look like today?
• We have a strong Serra International with an ever-meaningful vision and mission that will keep us busy for a thousand years.
• We have our Serra ministry which is recognized by the
Holy See and our local Church.
• We have a strong USA Council, and strong councils
throughout the world. I have not witnessed a greater passion for Serra than what I witnessed today from USA
Council President Judy Cozzens, and I have not witnessed
greater leadership than what I have witnessed this year
from Past USA Council President Greg Schwietz.

•What we need is what the Church needs: more laborers
for the Harvest, qualified laborers who will place their
hands on the plow and not look back.

The next best place to look is our pastor. Have we all invited him to a Serra meeting as a guest speaker and asked
him for referrals?

Therefore, for the coming year:

• I ask every district to bring in one new Serra club in 2018,
and again in 2019.

Then look at the volunteers in your parish. Namely, ushers, lectors, ministers, and also parishioners who attend
Mass frequently. Look for people who already are deeply
religious and who already have a deep appreciation for the
priesthood. Have we all invited these people? They are all
good prospects for Serra.

• I ask every council to work closely with their district governors and bring in one new Serra club in a nearby country
or state where there is no Serra presently.

Then ask your priest friends or seminarians for referrals,
especially family and extended family members of priests
and seminarians, for they too are good prospects for Serra.

• I ask our Executive Director and our Chicago staff to establish a Serra club in Chicago.

Why should we increase members in Serra? I can immediately think of three compelling reasons:

• I ask every Serran to bring in one new member in 2018,
and again in 2019.

Firstly, to strengthen
• With his permission,
Serra everywhere, and
I ask our new EpiscoA club may have the best vocation activities plant more vocation
pal Adviser, His Eminence
Thomas
and the best programs, but if the club is not seeds.
Cardinal Collins, to
successful in membership, it will die one day. Secondly, Serra has
help us establish Serra
strengthened our own
in Germany and
We cannot allow that to happen.
Catholic faith, and so it
France. Actually, I
follows that we should
have already asked
be very eager to want our loved ones and good friends to
him, and he quickly responded by saying that he knows
experience the same peace that Serra has brought to us.
Reinhard Cardinal Marx in Munich and, yes, Serra would
be good there. Cardinal Collins also knows Archbishop
Lastly, we need more priests to ensure that our grandkids
Michel Aupetit in Paris, and yes, he could use a Serra Club
will have the sacraments available to them. Without
there too.
priests, there are no sacraments, no Eucharist and no
Church.
• I ask all the Board of Trustees of Serra International to
maintain the focus on membership in their own area and
As we build membership in Serra, let’s go back to our
to be fully engaged with and support their local Serra clubs
founding roots: being close to our bishop, our vocation diand councils in this membership drive for the next year.
rector and our local seminary, and fully engaged in activities to foster vocations to the priesthood and religious life.
As your President, I know that we can do it. I have had
These are what made Serra a great and valued part of our
the pleasure of being involved in the formation of three
Church. Praying for vocations and planting vocation
new clubs in the past year, and we have another three in
seeds, always in full harmony with our local Church: we
formation today. Plus we have targeted another five cities
do that, we will be in awe when we think of the ripple efwhere no Serra club presently exists. WE CAN DO IT!
fects. As Lloyd Crockett says in the Spirit of Serra video,
“Think of all the ripple effects that just one priest will have
Simply put, let us ALL make a concerted effort for one
on the future life of our Church. How many Eucharists
year at growing Serra. It will be well worth the effort!
will made available to the lay faithful… how many sins
Now, is it too much to ask every Serran to find one new
will be forgiven... how many sacraments will be adminismember? Surely, each Serran can find one new member
tered... how many lives will be touched... how many souls
in one year. This is not a huge challenge. Where can you
will be saved... Countless!”
find potential new members?
It is through being of more service to our Church that
Have we all considered our spouses, siblings, children, relSerra will grow. Look for ways in which we Serrans can
atives and friends, and have we all invited them to join
Serra?
Continued on page 32
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The State of Serra
A Year of Serran Holiness and Highlights on Best Practices
Outgoing Serra International President Daniel
Jones delivered this address to Serrans on June 29,
2018 at Serra’s 76th International Convention in
Nashville, Tennessee, U.S.A.

M

y journey started in May of
2017. I scheduled a trip to
Chicago to spend some time in
Serra International’s office with our ExecuDaniel Jones
tive Director John Liston and to find what
Past President,
Serra International my duties would entail. We talked about
such things as writing articles for the quarterly Serran magazines, the Christmas and Easter messages and where I was expected to travel during my year
as president of Serra International. One of my questions
to John was, “How often do Serra International presidents communicate with you and Chicago office?” This
varied widely from president to president. I decided that
I would like to talk to John every Tuesday morning, so
we have.
My formal installation as President was in Italy, at the
excellent Serra International convention in Rome put on
by our great Italian Serrans. The sites of ancient Rome
are always wonderful and being with family, Serrans,
and friends made it that much better. The highlight of
course was shaking hands with the Holy Father; after
saying a few words to him, he looks into your eyes and
then he asks you to pray for him! It was a wonderful experience! To top the convention off, we attended John
and Volha Liston’s wedding.
For the last three years, Serrans throughout the world
have been teleconferencing and saying the Rosary on the
last Saturday of each month. This is an activity that president Tim O’Neill started and which President Dante
Vannini and I continued. Increasing communication
was one of my main goals, so it seemed that having Serrans online for the Rosary was a great opportunity to
keep them just a little longer for a town hall meeting. At
these meetings, we discussed with Serrans all over the
world a wide range of timely topics and initiatives.
One important topic covered at a town hall meeting was
club programs focused on holiness. I think here the Holy
Spirit was at work, as on March 19 of this year Pope
Francis shared his apostolic exhortation Gaudate Exsultate: On the Call to Holiness in Today’s World. In that document, Pope Francis says, “We are all called to be holy
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by living our lives with love, and by bearing witness in
everything we do, wherever we find ourselves... We
should not grow discouraged before examples of holiness that appear unattainable. The important thing is
that each believer discerns his own path that they bring
out the very best of themselves, the most personal gifts
that God has placed in their hearts.”
In that light, I would like to remind everyone about the
wonderful book that our Serra International Past President Sean Yeo put together for us, the Handbook for Serrans Called to Holiness. Included in this handbook are
great prayers and several novenas.
Thanks to Anne McCormack, John and our Chicago office we continue to produce four excellent issues of The
Serran magazine in English. We also know that Italy,
Brazil and Asia produce their own magazines. These are
great communications tools.
My first visit to meet with Serrans outside of the United
States was to Vancouver, B.C. The Vancouver Serrans
have always been special. Being close to the Northwest
part of the United States, we used to have regional conferences that would rotate between Seattle, Spokane,
Portland, and Vancouver. My wife Lynn and I took the
train to Vancouver in early October and enjoyed a beautiful weekend that included Mass and a meeting with the
Serrans. We had dinner with Villa Nova Carvalho and
Serrans, a meeting with Archbishop J. Michael Miller at
his new office, and attended an ordination for two permanent deacons. It was very enjoyable to visit with old
friends as well as make new acquaintances.
Later that month, we were invited to attend the Region
9 Conference in Omaha, Nebraska. Over the years, I
have attended several conferences in this region and I
think they have set the bar high, showing how important
regional conferences are, should be and can be. They always have great liturgies, great speakers and excellent
attendance, including Archbishop Emeritus Elden Curtiss. The beautiful factor in this weekend event was interfacing with all the great Serrans in Region 9.
In November, Lynn and I traveled to Brazil for the pilgrimage of the Aparecida and a meeting of the Brazilian
Council. Our hosts in São Paulo were Affonso Iannone
and his wife, Hilda. We were able to tour the city and
have a barbeque with their family and fellow Serrans.
The next day we departed for Aparecida, a small town

To the right of Msgr. Edgar Rodriguez stand President Dan and Lynn Jones, surrounded by atten‐
dees to the 19th Asian Convention in Davao City, Philippines, in April 2018. At far left are Philippine
Council President Blessida Diwa with her husband, Rolando.

made famous by a statue of the Blessed Virgin to which
many miracles are attributed. Aparecida is visited by 7
million people visit each year; including an annual pilgrimage attended by several hundred Brazilian Serrans.
While in Aparecida, I attended Brazil’s Serra council
meeting. I was asked to sit at the head table for the daylong meeting. Even though Roberto Sobral (a fellow
Serra Trustee who is bilingual) tried to let me know what
was going on, it was difficult. That is because Robert
speaks softly and I don’t hear too well! It certainly gave
a much better perspective on the importance of having
translators.
The next morning hundreds of Serrans gathered in the
conference room in the Basilica, which included presentations by bishops, vocation directors, seminarians, and
myself. Our trip ended a couple of days later with a
beautiful again escorted tour of Rio de Janeiro by
Roberto Sobral. Such great hospitality was displayed
from a very enthusiastic Brazilian Serra Council!
In March of 2018, we were invited to attend the 29th Annual Ordinandi dinner in Toronto, Canada. Mario and
Luisa Biscardi and Fran Pulumbarit were great tour
guides and hosts, showing us the Toronto area (including the seminary and Serra House) as well as Niagara
Falls. Toronto Serrans hosted a wonderful dinner. We
were also able to spend 45 minutes with His Eminence
Cardinal Thomas Collins, who as you all know now has
agreed to become our Episcopal Adviser.
At this event, we saw over 800 high school students get
very excited about vocations which was a real thrill. At
the dinner, over 1,700 people (including priests, sisters,

Serrans and devoted Catholic men and women) celebrated their seminarians who were about to be ordained
into the priesthood.
In April, Lynn and I were able to take the long journey
to Davao in the Philippines for the 19th Asian Serra
Convention. We were greeted at the airport, not only by
local Serran officers, but several seminarians; and taken
to the convention hotel. The local Serra President hosted
us for lunch. Coming from the rainy and cold northwest
USA, the hot and humid weather was welcome.
We attended three liturgies at three different churches.
The first Mass was celebrated by Most Rev. Romulo G.
Valles, DD. We also attended a Mass at a church run by
cloistered Carmelite nuns who wanted to meet us after
Mass. As President of Serra International, the relic of
Saint Junipero Serra is with me in my travels and after
Mass all 200 of the Serrans came up and kissed the relic
and the Bishop shared the relic with the sisters.
I’m not sure that I have ever attended a Serran event
where there was more joy, bright colors, appreciation,
and love of life and our Catholic faith. Serrans in the
Philippines love to sing, dance and share their deep devotion for the love of Jesus Christ.
One of my goals for Serra this year was to emphasize
Best Practices. On a large scale, you can see best practices from around the world employed at any of the
events described above. I encourage all Serrans to attend
these whenever possible. On a local scale, each of you
in your own area have some best practices that your club
Continued on page 33
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Mario Biscardi, President, belongs
to the Toronto Central Serra Club.
Mario has been a Serran since 1981,
and during this time has been instrumental in the formation of five new
Serra clubs in the Archdiocese of
Toronto, plus two other dioceses in
the surrounding area. Mario recently
retired after a 40-year rewarding career with a major Canadian bank, having spent 18 years in lending to the real estate and construction industry as well as 14 years in the
commercial and corporate banking area in Ontario. He is
now very active as a consultant and also volunteers his
time in various Church-related charitable and non-profit
organizations. Mario has been married to Luisa for 48
years. They have three children and five grandchildren.

Psychology at the Texas Southmost College. She was
a grant holder of the National Council of Science and
Technology for research on the “Theology of Liberation
and Charismatic movements in Cuernavaca.” She has
been coordinator for the organization, classification and
rescue of 17th and 18th century colonial archives and historic library of the Cathedral of Cuernavaca. She has been
an active member of her local club for 25 years as secretary, vice president of Communications and club president, where she has been very successful in the relations
of the club with the bishop and the seminary. She has lived
abroad in different countries of the world which has given
her a wide appreciation and understanding of the diversity
of our club members and the compromise we have with
the Lord to set an example as members of the Catholic
Church.

Dr. Ruben Gallegos, PresidentElect, belongs to the Serra Club of
Harlingen, Texas, USA. At an early
age Dr. Gallegos worked in the agricultural fields of Texas, California,
and Colorado. For many years he
served as altar boy in the Catholic
Church. He joined Serra in 1993 and
served as club president, district governor, regional director, and as a board member of Serra’s National Council
for the United States and Serra International. In 1970 he
graduated with a Ph.D. from East Texas State University.
He worked as a teacher, assistant principal, principal, and
assistant superintendent in Brownsville, Texas. Also, he
worked as assistant superintendent in Dallas and superintendent in Edinburg. He worked 33 years in the field of
education with the last nine years as university professor.
In 2001, Brownsville named the Dr. Ruben Gallegos Elementary School after him for his contributions in the field
of education for children in migrant, bilingual, and multicultural educational programs. Since 1988, Dr. Gallegos
has served as the CEO of an educational agency.

Kurt Metyko, Communications Vice
President, belongs to the Serra Club
of Houston, Texas, USA. After St.
Anne’s Grade School and St. Thomas
High School in Houston, Texas, Kurt
obtained a Bachelor of Science degree
in Civil Engineering from Notre
Dame University, Class of 1964. Following graduation, he served on active duty in the US
Army for two years, including one year in Vietnam, retiring as a Captain. After his service, Kurt joined his father’s
civil engineering firm and is still practicing today. Kurt became a member of the Houston Serra Club in 1968, joining his father Frank (1977 Serra International President).
Kurt held all the club, district and U.S.A. Council positions
culminating with the 2011 presidency of Serra’s National
Council for the United States. He has been a member and
past chairman of the Diocese of Galveston-Houston’s St.
Mary’s Seminary Advisory Board, serving from 1978 until
2014. Kurt also serves, since 1997, on the Board of the
Shalom Center in Splendora, Texas, a counseling center
for Catholic priests and religious.

Bertha Rosa Acuña Hallatt, Vocations Vice President, belongs to the
Serra Club of Cuernavaca, Morelos,
Mexico. She became part of the Serra
International Board in 2015 as an
Area Representative for Mexico and
Latin America. Bertha has a Bachelor’s Degree in History from the University of Morelos in Mexico and a College Degree in

Giuseppe Miccoli, Membership
Vice President, has been a member
of the Serra Club of Ferrara, District
76 Emilia Romagna, Italy, since 2004.
He served two terms as club president
and two terms as District 76 governor.
Giuseppe was a member of the Serra
International Nominating Committee
for three years. From 2011-2013, he served as president of
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Forum San Maurelio, a Catholic sodality of six groups including the Serra clubs of Ferrara and Pomposa. Giuseppe
holds a degree in Physics and is Senior Researcher at
IMAMOTER Institute, Italian National Research Council,
C.N.R. He is an Opus Dei co-operator, a Catholic Alliance
Association member, a member of Serra Pomposa-Speyer
Friends Association, church pastoral staff member and pastoral co-operator of St. Benedict Salesian parish, and a member of Ferrara-Comacchio Diocese, Pastoral Office for Laity.
Robert (“Bob”) Rudman, Programs
Vice President, belongs to the Serra
Club of Williamson County, Tennessee,
USA. An Economics major and hockey
player graduating from Boston College,
Bob went on to marketing management
with National Broadcasting Co. (Huntley-Brinkley, Jeopardy and Lehrer/
MacNeil shows), American Brands and Johnson & Johnson
before starting a manufacturer’s representative company
which developed for 20 years new markets of distribution
and products for many blue chip companies. Bob currently
serves on the boards of Grace Works Ministries and the Children’s Kindness Network. Bob was awarded the Exemplary
Community Volunteer Award for 2014 and 2015 by the Heritage Foundation of Williamson County for his volunteer
work. Most recently, Bob was Chairman of Serra’s 76th International Convention in Nashville. Although he is retired,
he remains involved in marketing consulting for many nonprofit organizations. Bob has been married 54 years to Missy.
They have four children and six grandchildren.
Thomas Castellanos, CPA, Treasurer,
has been a member of the East Valley
Phoenix, Arizona club since 2002, and
during this time has been instrumental
in the formation of two new Serra clubs
in the Diocese of Phoenix. Thomas has
worked as a top financial officer for over
30 years, and currently serves as CFO of a healthcare notfor-profit organization with services across the USA.
Thomas has been active in real estate transactions for nonprofit organizations for over 20 years, which included board
of director training and strategic planning. He emphasized
bringing capital to nonprofit service programs requires compliance with 990 and fiscal audits for organizations across
the USA. He volunteers his time in various Phoenix Diocese
roles, lay associations, and related charitable and non-profit
organizations. Thomas has been married to Rosemary for
40 years. They have five children and 12 grandchildren.

Michael Bragg, Secretary, belongs to
the Serra Club of Toledo, Ohio, USA.
Michael graduated from the College of
Wooster with honors and obtained his
Juris Doctorate from Case Western Reserve University, cum laude. Michael is
a partner in the law firm Spengler
Nathanson PLL in Toledo. Michael is a
4th Degree Knight of Columbus, current Grand Knight of
St. Joan of Arc Council 15905, the current Serra International District Governor for the Diocese of Toledo, President
of the St. Joan of Arc Athletic Board, sits on the Executive
Committee of the Maumee Valley Historical Society, and
sits on the board of Friends of Russian Orphans. Michael
has volunteered as a coach and scout leader and sung in the
parish choir. Michael is a past president of the Toledo Bar
Association Real Estate Committee and currently sits on the
Bar Admissions Committee. He is active at St. Joan of Arc
Parish, has been married for 30 years and has four children.
Daniel Jones, Past President, Serra
Club of Portland, Oregon, USA, grew
up on a dairy farm in Snohomish,
Washington and graduated from Snohomish High School. He graduated
from Washington State University followed by Stanford for physical therapy
school. Dan practiced physical therapy
for 38 years and was a founding partner of Therapeutic Associates, of which two of his sons are now partners. He and
his first wife raised four children and were active members
of St. Pius X Parish. He currently has six grandchildren. Dan
has served in various vice president offices of the Portland
Serra Club as well as two separate terms as president, district
governor and regional director. On the United States Council of Serra International, he has served as chairman and VP
of Vocations, and as president. Dan’s wife, Lynn, is an active
partner with him in Serra.
Jeannette D’Souza, Trustee, Serra Club
of Bangalore, India, grew up in Agra,
the city of the Taj Mahal in India. Jeannette holds a Bachelor of Commerce degree, and is a retired banker who lived
and worked in Kuwait in the Middle
East from 1966 to 1990. She further
trained as a pastoral counselor specializing in marriage counseling. She and her late husband Carlos
were the founding members of Serra in India in 2003, and
ever since she has been working passionately towards fulfillContinued on next page
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ing the Serra goals in India. She has been instrumental in
introducing several innovative ideas to foster and promote
vocations, in compliance with the local customs, with the
help of a hard-working and dedicated team. Her two
daughters and three grandchildren live in Toronto,
Canada.
Blessida Garcia Diwa, Trustee, is a
member of the Serra Club of Tuguegarao, Philippines. Blessida is a nurse
by profession, a Serran for 18 years,
and holder of a Doctor in Public Administration degree. She served as regional director of the Department of
Tourism Cagayan Valley Region
Philippines for 18 years. Today, she is the marketing manager of Diwa Press, Diwa Construction. She and her
spouse, Rolando Diwa, Grand Knight of the Knights of
Columbus and also a Serran, serve as Eucharistic Ministers of Christ. She was president of the Serra Club of
Tuguegarao from 2006-2010, district governor from 20112013, and served as president of Serra’s National Council
of the Philippines from 2015-2017. As civic leader of other
government and non-government organizations, she has
been awarded for her outstanding health projects and community development by Zonta International and is a
Gawad Paglilingkod Service Awardee given by the Episcopal Commission of Prisoners Welfare by the Catholic
Bishops Conference of the Philippines.
Charles (Chuck) Furr, Trustee, Serra
Club of Honolulu, is the eighth of 11
children and grew up as an active
farm boy near Waseca, Minnesota,
USA. After 12 years of Catholic education at Sacred Heart Grade and
High School, he graduated from the
University of Minnesota with a BS Degree in Agricultural
Education, intending to teach Vocational Agriculture.
However, he spent 33 years with the Agricultural Department of Dow Chemical Company in sales and marketing.
Joining the Serra Club of Honolulu in 1993, he has been
a president and district governor within Serra before joining the Serra International Board. He is active in his
parish, the Knights of Columbus, the Vocations Committee of LARC (Leadership Association of Religious Communities) and more. He stays busy, respecting the memory
of his deceased wife, Marilyn, who also made great contributions to Serra, especially in helping to make the Regional Convention of California, Nevada and Hawaii such
a success in October 2004. Chuck has two adult children
and five grandchildren.
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Margo Geddie, Trustee, Serra Club
of Houston, Texas, USA, received her
B.A. in Economics from Skidmore
College. She attended the Edwin L.
Cox School of Business at Southern
Methodist University with a double
major in Accounting and Finance.
She earned her Certified Investment
Management Analyst (CIMA) designation from the
Wharton School of Business, her Certified Financial Planner (CFP) designation and her Family Wealth Director
designation. She started her career in wealth management
with Morgan Stanley over 25 years ago and today is a Senior Vice President-Wealth Management. Away from the
office, Margo serves on the Advisory Board of St. Mary’s
Catholic Seminary and is a member of the Catholic Endowment Foundation of the Archdiocese of GalvestonHouston. She also is a sustaining member of the Junior
League of Houston. She has been a Serran for over 15
years and currently is president of The Serra Club of
Houston. She is chairman of the Serra International Vocations Committee. She is married to Bill LaFuze and enjoys spending time with her extended family including
seven grandchildren.
Affonso Iannone, Trustee, has been
a member of the Serra Club of São
Paulo since 1964. He was born in São
Paulo, Brazil, where he obtained a
Bachelor’s degree in Electrical and
Mechanical Engineering from the
Polytechnic School of the University
of São Paulo, and a Master’s degree
in Business Administration from the FGV University of
São Paulo, associated with Harvard University, Cambridge, Massachusetts. Affonso worked for Ansaldo Energia Company his entire life. He was responsible for the
building of electrical power plants in Brazil and South
America, and in 1980 he became managing director of the
Italian Group in Brazil. In these 50 years of Serra life he
was president of his club, governor of District 112, and
Coordinator of the Brazilian Region South. He became
president of Serra International in 1998 and later became
the president of the Brazilian Serra Council.
Moira McQueen, LLB, MDiv, PhD,
Trustee, belongs to the Serra Club of
Halton, Ontario, Canada. Dr. Moira
McQueen was a lawyer before becoming director of the Canadian
Catholic Bioethics Institute. She
teaches moral theology at St.

Michael’s in the University of Toronto, and is a member
of the Vatican’s International Theological Commission.
Moira and her husband Matthew have seven children and
11 grandchildren. She is the president of the Serra Council
of Canada, the founding president of the Serra Club of
Halton, and proud to serve on the Board of Serra International.
John Osterhart, Trustee, has been a
member of the Serra Club of Grand
Rapids, Michigan, USA, since 1974.
He has served in numerous positions
in his club and at the district, regional
and national levels, including national
Programs vice president and as a club
trustee. He was the president of Serra’s USA Council for
2015-2016. John is retired after a long career in accounting
and in the computer industry as a system integrator. He
lives in East Grand Rapids, Michigan, with his wife of 44
years, Ellen. The Osterharts belong to the Immaculate
Heart of Mary Parish in Grand Rapids, and are active as
volunteers in their parish and local community.
Richard (Dick) Petersen, Trustee,
and his wife are 17-year charter members of the Serra Club of Tri-Cities,
Washington They have been married
51 years, have four married sons and
10 grandchildren. Dick graduated
from the University of Washington
and moved to Kennewick, Washington, where he has lived ever since. He is a convert, having
gone thorough RCIA in 1982. He has been district governor and regional director for the Serra’s USA Council, and
has served two years on the USA Council Nominating
Committee, two years on the USA Council Long-Range

Planning Committee, and as chair of USA Membership
Committee for two years. In addition to Serra, Dick is a
40-year member of Kiwanis International, where several
years ago he and another Kiwanian started a foundation
that grants scholarships to high school seniors. He has
been on the board of the Benton Franklin Humane Society for 27 years, and is a 35-year member of the Knights
of Columbus. He is an avid gardener and fisherman.
Mark Bonkiewicz, Trustee, Serra Club of Omaha, Nebraska, USA
Marco Crovara, Trustee, Serra Club of Sanremo, Imperia, Italy
Anne Larkins, Trustee, Serra Club of Melbourne, Victoria, Australia
Greg Schwietz, Trustee, Serra Club of Omaha, Nebraska, USA
Roberto Sebben, Trustee, Serra Club of Rio de Janeiro,
Brazil

A note from our Serra International Board of Trustees:
Serra is always on the lookout for capable, dedicated leadership.
As our vocations apostolate continues to grow globally and to take
on an increasingly significant role in vocation pastoral action
across the universal Church, it is important that Serra’s nominating committee is able to choose the best candidates for service on
Serra’s international Board of Trustees. If you know someone in
your Serra Club or district who is willing and able to serve as an
international officer or trustee, your encouragement may be what
he or she needs to step forward. All Serra Clubs, district governors,
and district governors-elect are asked to recommend qualified candidates for Serra’s international Board of Trustees. Contact the
Serra International office at jliston@serrainternational.org.

Join us in a monthly international prayer of the Rosary,
via conference call! At 8:00 a.m. Central Time (‐6:00GST)
on the last Saturday of every month, Serrans worldwide
gather to recite the Rosary for vocations.
The remaining Rosary dates for 2018 are:
September 29, 2018
October 27, 2018
November 24, 2018
December 29, 2018
To join from your computer, tablet or smartphone, go to:
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/31431598
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FROM LEFT: President Mario Biscardi and his wife, Luisa, join Episcopal Adviser Thomas Cardinal Collins,
Felisa Pulumbarit, Fr. Marek Kołosowski, and Fran Pulumbarit for a meal during the Nashville convention.

Serrans urged to make vocations
“the most natural thing in the world”
by Andy Telli
Tennessee Register

A

s people seek to serve God, they should “concentrate not so much on the job we are doing for him
but on his friendship,” Archbishop Peter Sartain
of Seattle said in his homily for the opening Mass of the
76th Serra International Conference held June 28-July 1
in Nashville.
“It is then that we will be the most effective in our encouragement of vocations, because we will allow the light of God
to shine through us,” said Archbishop Sartain, who noted
that Serra International was founded in his archdiocese.
Serra International is a lay organization with 500 clubs
and 12,000 members around the world devoted to promot-
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ing vocations to the priesthood and religious life.
The conference drew more than 400 people from nearly
10 countries, said Bob Rudman, a vice president of Serra
International and one of the organizers of this year’s conference.
“It was just a phenomenal success,” said Rudman, a member of the Serra Club of Williamson County in the Diocese of Nashville.
The goal of the convention organizers was that attendees
“would grow in spirituality through the speakers we had,
the programs we offered, the camaraderie with people
from all around the world,” Rudman said. “They’re doing
similar things you’re trying to do even though they’re operating under conditions that might be much more stress-

ful than we have in the United States.”
In his homily at the opening Mass at the Cathedral of the
Incarnation, Archbishop Sartain spoke of two people who
inspired his own vocation: his aunt, Sister Camille who
was a member of the Dominican Sisters of St. Cecilia in
Nashville, and Msgr. Patrick Lynch of the archbishop’s
hometown of Memphis.
“Growing up in Memphis it always seemed to me to be
the most natural thing to have a nun for an aunt,” Archbishop Sartain said. “She loved God and cherished her vocation as a Dominican sister.”
Msgr. Lynch “was short … but packed with thunder.
Strong as an ox but alert to his weakness,” Archbishop Sartain said. “He could have been anything he wanted to be
but he wanted to be a priest. He would have been a great
father and husband, so God made him a father to thousands.”

cardinal said it is important to have a wide perspective on
God’s plan for his people and a “laser-like focus” on Jesus
Christ.
Receiving the Eucharist at Mass “is a dress rehearsal for
death,” Cardinal Collins said. “The Lord whom we encounter here is the Lord we’ll encounter when we lift off
the bumpy runway of life and finally head home.”
The convention featured talks from other speakers including: Michael Warsaw, chief executive officer of EWTN;
Tom Thibodeau, a religious studies professor at Viterbo
University; Father Austin Gilstrap, director of vocations
for the Diocese of Nashville; Sister Peter Marie Chrismer,
O.P., of the Dominican Sisters of St. Cecilia; and Deacon
Rafael Bougrat of St. Philip Church in Franklin, who were
part of a panel discussion on promoting vocations; and
Father Maj. Paul Halladay, a U.S. Army chaplain.

Father Halladay, whose brother Father Phillip Halladay is
a priest of the Diocese
of Nashville, said of the
Serrans are called to engender an environ‐ Army’s 550,000 soldiers,
ment in families and in the Church in which it 25 percent are Catholic.
is, in fact, the most natural thing in the world But the Army has only
85 priests as chaplains.

“Serrans are called to
engender an environment in families and in
the Church in which it
is, in fact, the most natuto consider a vocation
ral thing in the world to
consider a vocation in
“If a service member is
— Archbishop J. Peter Sartain
the Church,” he added.
looking for hope, if they
“Be a compassionate
have reached their limits,
friend to others and bring them to Christ. … He will do
if they are hanging on … it’s understandable their devotion
the rest. He uses you in ways far beyond your comprehenis going to go to that person who was there in their darkest
sion, I assure you.”
hour,” Father Halladay said. “We need to have priests who
are there to help those Catholic men and women to be able
During the convention, Cardinal Thomas Collins of
to be that robust, faithful, alive Catholic.”
Toronto was installed as the organization’s new episcopal
advisor, the first from outside the United States.
Rudman credited several people who contributed to the
success of the convention, which included events at the
The new president of Serra International, Mario Biscardi,
Cathedral, the Catholic Pastoral Center and The Inn at
is from his archdiocese, Cardinal Collins noted.
Opryland. “They treated us great,” Rudman said of The
Inn at Opryland and its general manager Mark Giovetti,
“I’m a great supporter of Serra International,” said Cara parishioner at St. Philip Church in Franklin.
dinal Collins, who pointed out that the Serra Club in his
archdiocese sponsors the Ordinandi Dinner, which draws
He also praised the contributions of the Knights of
close to 2,000 people every year and features seminarians
Columbus, Father Gervan Menezes who helped organize
talking about their vocation stories. On the same day, the
the liturgies during the convention, Our Lady of the Lake
Serra Club also hosts the Ordinandi Luncheon for high
parishioner Doug Blake who performed at one of the dinschool students, he said.
ners during the convention, and members of the Serra
Clubs of Nashville and Williamson County. %
“It’s incredibly valuable,” Cardinal Collins said of the
work of Serra International. “It helps vocations.”
Reprinted with the permission of the Tennessee Register, newspaper for the Diocese of Nashville.
Cardinal Collins celebrated Mass for the conference at the
Catholic Pastoral Center in Nashville. In his homily, the
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Serra’s 76th International Convention
Salutes Serra Club Chaplains
The Nashville convention was sold
out long before its June 27, 2018 start
date, a signal of the event's certain
success. Thanks to meticulous and
innovative planning by Convention
Chairman Robert Rudman (Serra
Club of Williamson County, Tennessee) and his enthusiastic, capable team, the convention was a
triumph not only for the host clubs, but also for the
whole Serra organization. The convention theme was "A
Salute to Serra Club Chaplains," a tribute to the priests
who serve Serra clubs directly all around the world. The
convention program (above, right) cover featured the
faces of many Serra club chaplains. On these pages
please enjoy some sights from a truly wonderful Serran
gathering. Photos this page by Fr. Toby Collins, C.R.,
and Serrans Jim DeLisle, Morie Ratuiste, and Don
Simoneaux.
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What Is the Size of Your Emotional Footprint?
Prayerful tips on how to process stress instead of passing it on

20

The following is Part One of a two-part transcript of Archbishop Sartain’s Spiritual Retreat
on June 29, 2018 at Serra’s 76th International
Convention in Nashville, Tennessee, USA.

caused me to feel like there’s this shadow following me?
Why am I tensed up?” I don’t know about you, but
sometimes I’m a puzzle to myself. And I ask myself,
“Why did I say that? Why did I do that?”

ne day, (a man) came home
from the office and it had not
been a good day. When he arMost Rev. J. Peter rived home he slammed the door a little
Sartain,
bit too hard and he made his presence
Archbishop of
Seattle, Washing‐ known to his family a little too loudly.
Just about everything that he did as he
ton, USA
came in demonstrated to his wife and his
kids that they should stay away. So he goes into the
kitchen while his wife is preparing supper and he gets a
glass because he wants to help set the table by putting
ice in the glasses. He walks up to the refrigerator to the
ice dispenser, but no ice comes out. He tries again. No
ice comes out. So he says to his wife, “What's wrong
with this thing? Why don't you get it fixed?” She comes
over to him, takes his hand away from the ice dispenser,
looks him square in the eyes, and says, “It's not about
the ice, is it?” And she was exactly right.

O

Likewise, if it's a family member or a co-worker who
thunders past us we look at them and we think to ourselves, “I wonder what's wrong. What’s happened?”

No, it wasn’t about the ice at all. It was about a patient
who complained. It was about something at the office
that had not gone the way he had wanted it to go. It was
about a feeling of failure that he had that what he
wanted to happen didn’t happen that day. It was about
a whole bunch of pent-up stuff that erupted in front of
the Frigidaire when he got home.

We can read people whom we know, can’t we? And even
people we don't know, we can think for a moment that
something is wrong or something is going on within
someplace.

I remember one time when I was a seminarian and we
had our seminarian retreat, the bishop came in and gave
us a talk. You could tell he was wound up about something. When he finished his homily and sat down, the
seminarian sitting next to me said, “Something really
bad must have happened.” He could feel the emotion
that there were something else going on, other than what
was happening right in front of us.
I once had a priest in residence with me at my parish in
Memphis who was also the principal of the local
Catholic high school. I told him that I could always tell
when he had had a bad day, because when he came in
the garage, he would slam the back door and start cleaning the rec room. That's how I knew.

But once he told her what the day was like, he understood what was going on his own head and in his own
body. And no, it wasn't about the ice at all. Once his true
frustrations were on the table, and once his emotions
had been soothed by his wife’s open ear, he could laugh
at himself and all the family could relax, and they could
enjoy dinner together.

Apparently St. Paul had exactly the same experience
about himself. As you know, he wrote to the Corinthians
about that thorn in the flesh with which the Lord had
allowed him to be afflicted. And to the Romans he wrote
these famous words in which I find great consolation:
,“What I do I do not understand, for I do not do what I
want, but what I hate.” Just like the rest of us, apparently
St. Paul would have preferred to find the “off ” switch
for certain struggles within and without. But some
switch did not and does exist.

Something Vexing This Way Comes

Antidotes to that Shadow of Anxiety

It's the same with me, too. Things can get easily twisted
up inside when dealing with life on a particular day, or
life as it is as I'm in the midst of it. I find that I can go
halfway through the day and there is something like a
cloud, something that's nagging at me from within, that
is casting a shadow on everything else in the rest of the
day. I say to myself, “Why do I feel this way? What's

For at least some unnamed stressors of the day, I have
found that there's a simple antidote in prayerful reflection. And for all of those stressors of the day, there is
God’s response. It's the same response that he gave to
St. Paul: “My grace is sufficient for you, for power is
made perfect in weakness.”
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I learned many years ago that at mid-day or mid-afternoon, when there's this shadow cast over me, sort of an
undefined sense of worry or whatever, if I take just a
moment and think back on the day, asking the Lord to
enlighten what happened since I woke up, I can almost
always pinpoint the moment at which that shadow appears, almost always. Maybe it was a letter that I got in
the mail that just destroyed my peace inside. Maybe it
was something that I said to someone that I regretted
saying almost immediately or a little bit later. Maybe it
was just something in my own family about which I was
worried. It could have been any number of things, but I
do find that if I take some moment in prayerful reflection, and I come to the realization that that shadow is
following me around I can almost always identify it.
And when I am able to identify it, I can ask God to shed
his light on it, which I do, and then I can go through the
rest of the day in peace, dealing with life as it is.

stantly heard from inside the house. I could not figure
out what it was. Clicking, all the time, and then there
would be a pause, and then it would happen again. So
one day, I was walking to the office which is only about
a half a mile away, and I found out what the clicking
noise was. It's those buttons which you theoretically
press to make the street light stop for you so you can
cross over as a pedestrian.

That's what I find helps me in the course of a singular
day when I’ve found that the stresses of life are piling
up on me and within me. But there's also a permanent
stance that St. Paul himself learned to take and it's that
of trusting in God's strength for everything and not in
our own. He said, “I’d rather boast most gladly of my
weakness in order that the power of Christ may dwell in
me. Therefore I am content with weakness, insults, hardships, persecutions and constraints, for the sake of
Christ. For when I am weak, then I am strong.”

After discovering this, I found an article online that said
that precisely for the reasons that I've mentioned, many
cities deactivate those things, and make people think that
they work, but they don't! So I don't think there are
many or any functioning traffic buttons in the city of
Seattle; we mistreat them pretty badly. But I realized that
my own habit of pushing the button at least twice was
irrational. I stopped doing so, as I said. What I figure is
that a little less violence to an inanimate object, and a
little less insistence on my presence, would do Seattle
traffic and myself a lot of good.

So let’s take a moment, each of us in his or her own
heart, and if there's anything at this moment that you
left behind perhaps at home but nonetheless is with you
and causing you some worry or some stress, if there's
someone in your family for whom you particularly have
concern and are praying for today, if there's something
that you yourself find is following you around, let’s sit
for a moment. Let's identify what it or those things are
and ask God to shed his light on that.

An Insistence on Our Presence
I’ve lived in Seattle now for about seven and a half years
and the archbishop’s residence is right smack in the middle of a very busy part of town just a quarter of a mile
from downtown Seattle. In fact I live directly across the
street from the emergency room at a busy hospital. The
house was built in 1902 and has the original thin panes
of glass and I hear everything that happens in the neighborhood, day and night.
My first couple of weeks when I moved in seven and
half years ago, there was this clicking sound that I con-

So this particular morning I watched the intersection
right in front of my house. I saw people pressing onetwo-three-four-five times. That’s what I was hearing!
Let’s be honest. If you live in a place where you have to
deal with those things, don't you push it twice at least?
As if it will understand that you are in a hurry! I did
that, and so I resolved that day that I would only push
the traffic button one time. (Now that doesn't mean that
inside I'm not pushing it about 30 times.)

You’re Not the Only One on This Plane!
Years ago I decided that when I’m flying I would always
sit on the aisle. I’ve flown so much that it doesn't hold
any fascination for me anymore to sit by the window.
Sitting on the aisle has lots of advantages, as you well
know. Sitting by the window, if you have to take a break,
you have to ask one or two people to let you out. I also
quickly decided that the worst is sitting in the middle,
for all kinds of reasons.
It has something to do with the way all of us live in the
space that’s around us. It doesn't matter whether you’re
a big person or a small person. How many times have
you been sitting in a particular seat on a plane and the
person next to you takes up a whole lot more room than
physically they have with them? It could be because
they've got those big headphones on, and they’re listening to music so loud that even through the headphones
you can hear what they're listening to. Or maybe it’s beContinued on page 31
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THE SERRA E-STORE

ORDER ONLINE AT WWW.SERRASTORE.ORG • OR CALL (877) 585-1551

CALLED BY NAME KIT

B

A parish campaign to identify faithful young
Catholics who may be called to the priesthood
or religious life

T

his decades-old strategy asks Catholics in the pew,
who truly know their own parishioners, to recommend
young people who may be called. Serrans gather the
submitted names, give them to the pastor, and then supply
them with discernment resources.

C

D

A. Pew cards ..............$4.50 per 100
B. Standup Banner.....$95
Ready-made resources
make it easy to run a
C. Posters...................$6
top-notch
campaign!
D. Ballot-style box ......$15

A

VOCATIONS CRUCIFIX KIT
Each week the crucifix travels to a new family or
classroom. Place it in a prominent place, then pray
daily using the prayers in the brochure.
• 10” bronze crucifix with stand-up base.
• Two brochures—one for schools and one for
parish families—that explain the program and
provide daily prayers for vocations.
• 200 prayer cards for students & families.
$75 with stained wooden box $85 with aluminum
carrying case.

Women’s ShortSleeve Dress Shirt
Comfortable,
wrinkle free shirt
with embroidered
logo. Cottonpoly blend for a
traditional, relaxed
look $41

Men’s and
Women’s Fleece
Extra soft midweight fleece
jacket with logo
and zippered
pockets. Available
in various colors.
$48

Serra Display Banner
Customizable 5’x2’
banner creates an instant
“presence” for your club at
events! Crisply printed on
10mil vinyl, with X-style
stand. Sets up in seconds.
Customize the bottom with
your club’s name. Only $95

What Can Serra Learn from the Retail Business World?
Let SPARK help you plan for our “peak vocation seasons”
by Homer Radford
Serra Club of Southeast Kansas City, Missouri, USA
USA Council Vocations Committee Member

A

s Serrans, we pay particular attention to observing the four major national
and world vocation programs (listed at right). Cultivating the awareness and
involvement of each Catholic family in these events is an admirable goal and
it is the responsibility of each Serra Club to reach every parish in its service area in
order to achieve that goal. How can we improve our success in this endeavor?
One way is to look at the ways successful retail stores stay in business and prosper. It is
because they have a plan and work their plan. National retail businesses have “peak
seasons” and must maximize their sales, for example, at Halloween, Christmas, Valentine’s Day, Mother’s Day, etc. They must choose the best products, order, and ship these
items to their local stores. After the products are in the stores they need to generate
sales by having a marketing strategy to advertise, using all sorts of media. All of this
means they must plan ahead with the correct timelines to be successful.
Likewise, Serra Clubs in the USA have “peak seasons” around which they can strategically plan. Our next “peak season” begins with Priesthood Sunday (October 2), followed immediately by National Vocation Awareness Week (November 4-10). Later,
we observe the worldwide vocation events: World Day for Consecrated Life on Feb. 3,
2019, and World Day of Prayer for Vocations on May 12, 2019. Each of these programs
has a particular focus and, properly implemented through each Serra Club, can help
create a positive culture for Church vocations we seek.
Thanks to the Serra Promotion and Resource Kit (SPARK) found at serraspark.org,
parishes may implement programs such as these successfully, year after year. Practical
guides and tips for planning all four vocation awareness events may be found under
Tool #11 at serraspark.org. Additionally, fast-approaching Priesthood Sunday is one
of the five tools featured in the Serra SPARK Sampler, a printed booklet containing
five of the 25 vocation tools available at serraspark.org. It can be downloaded from the
site or purchased at the Serra E-Store at serrainternational.org.
Like retail stores’ peak sales seasons, a strategic timeline for each event should begin at
least 90 days in advance. Distribute the selected resources to the parish staff 60 days
prior to the event to give them time to include the resources in their school, religious
education program, and liturgies. Ask club members to follow up with parish staff and
offer assistance as needed.
Serrans may advocate special Holy Hours to celebrate these major events and will find
supportive information at serraspark.org, too. With advance planning, clubs may also
borrow a monstrance through Serra International blessed by a Pope for promoting adoration for vocations in parishes.
Leaders in Serra councils and clubs can take a lesson from the retail business world.
Successful businesses improve from year to year by planning well, selling the products
and evaluating what worked well. Let’s start now to plan, take a look at best practices
and tools at serraspark.org, implement and then evaluate the ways we deliver the vocation programs through parishes to Catholic families. %

Success in delivering resources‐
for these four annual Church vo‐
cation awareness programs to all
Catholic parishes and families will
help us meet Serra’s goal to help
create a positive culture of
Church vocations.
Priesthood Sunday (Oct. 28, 2018)
is a special day set aside to honor
and aﬃrm the role of priesthood
in the United States.
National Vocation Awareness
Week (Nov. 4‐10, 2018) is an an‐
nual week‐long celebration of the
Catholic Church in the United
States dedicated to promote vo‐
cations to the priesthood, dia‐
conate and consecrated life
through prayer and education,
and to renew our prayers and sup‐
port for those who are consider‐
ing one of these particular
vocations.
World Day for Consecrated Life
(Feb. 3, 2019) celebrates women
and men in consecrated life to
thank them on this special day.
World Day of Prayer for Voca‐
tions (May 12, 2019) oﬀers appre‐
ciation for all vocations. The
Church concentrates its attention
this day on vocations to the or‐
dained ministries (priesthood and
diaconate), to the religious life in
all its forms (male and female,
contemplative and apostolic), to
societies of apostolic life, to secu‐
lar institutes in their diversity of
services and membership, and to
the missionary life.
Find liturgical guides, timelines
and other planning aids for all
four of these events at
www.serraspark.org, Tool #11.
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Now more than ever, we must honor good and holy priests

P

riesthood Sunday, Oct. 28, 2018, is a special day
set aside to honor priesthood in the United
States. It is a day to reflect upon and affirm the
role of the priesthood in the life of the Church as a central one. (Note: Parishes may choose to celebrate Priesthood Sunday on another Sunday when it is convenient
for them.) This nationwide event is coordinated and
sponsored by the USA Council of Serra International.
You can make your Priesthood Sunday observation as
elaborate or as simple as you wish. From a special prayer
service, to a feast, to a spiritual bouquet, to songs from
children, your parish can tailor the event to suit its own
style. You can find more ideas, including a downloadable sample liturgy and parish planning guide, at
https://serraus.org/priesthood-sunday.
The Most Rev. Andrew H. Cozzens, STD, DD, Auxiliary Bishop of St. Paul and Minneapolis and Episcopal
Adviser to Serra’s United States Council has written a
letter to Serrans addressing this topic. It is printed at
right.
USA Council national leadership is keen to reinvigorate
Serran support and observation of this special day. In
the wake of the clergy sex abuse scandal, there is concern that the image of all priests has been tainted by the
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actions of a few. Priesthood Sunday sends a message
and reminder to all that the sins of a few do not reflect
the innocent majority, and that the parish priest, as the
instrument of Christ's ministry on earth, is loved and respected by those in the parish community.
Most priests know Serrans support them; but Priesthood
Sunday is the day when the entire community can join
in the work and joy that is more often than not the specific purview of Serrans. Therefore, the role of Serrans
is to get the word out about Priesthood Sunday into
parishes where there is no Serra club, and to invite others
to help plan events and find out why Serra’s ministry is
so special.
In addition to suggestions and information found at
https://serraus.org/priesthood-sunday, the Serra Promotion and Resource Kit (SPARK) offers resources for
Priesthood Sunday. Go to www.serraspark.org and find
Tool #11.
To help us breathe new life into Priesthood Sunday,
please send photos and descriptions of how you observe
the day in your parish. We hope to share these in The
Serran magazine and on www.serraus.org so others may
be inspired each year to find new and more meaningful
ways to say “Thank you” to their priests. %
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Is Serra a Secret Organization?
So secret, we even keep it from our spouses?
by John Halloran
Serra’s USA Council Membership Chair

W

hy does it seem to me that Serra is a secret
organization? Most of us act as if when we
were inducted, there was an unwritten rule
not to share the great works of this organization with
others or else suffer the pains of death. We are honored
to be inducted and honored to serve, but why do we treat
Serra as a secret organization?
When we were approached to join, was it by someone
wearing a dark suit and sunglasses? Were we secretly
monitored and our backgrounds investigated to prove
that we are the best of the best practicing Catholics? Did
this secret organization, broken into clubs for better
command and control, send out a vetted club recruiter
to catch us alone and make an offer few of us could refuse? Did someone from Serra inform us that we can’t
even tell our spouses unless they have been approved by
this secret organization?
I know the above paragraphs are tongue-in-cheek, but it
seems to be more true than we realize. The majority of
us were approached by someone who thought we would
make good and dedicated members. One-on-one recruiting is still the best way to recruit. So why are we afraid
to ask others to join this organization that is dedicated
to helping to promote and support vocations to the

priesthood and religious life? Why are we afraid to ask
even our spouses? Why are we afraid to promote our
clubs in the media (newspapers, TV, radio, etc.)? Why
are we afraid to promote our clubs electronically (Facebook, Twitter, club websites, etc.)? Why are we afraid to
share our great programs with our parishes that we belong to or fall under the club’s geographical area? Why,
why, why?
Only 16% of the overall membership is made up of
spouses. We have 30 clubs that don’t have any spouses
as part of their membership. In 12 clubs, spouses make
up at least 33% or more of their membership which
means that over 200 clubs are missing out on a great recruiting opportunity. Twenty-four clubs have at least
one or more members that are 35 years or younger. This
accounts for a tiny .006% of the USA Council’s overall
membership.
Our incoming Serra International President, Mario Biscardi, is making membership his #1 priority. He is asking everyone to recruit one new member this year and
one new member next year. This is a very achievable objective. So, please don’t continue treating Serra like a secret organization, either consciously or unconsciously.
Be proud to be a Serran and spread the good news of
our works. So, ask, ask, ask, especially our spouses if
they are not already members! %

5 Easy Ways to Make Your Club Instantly More Visible
1. Wear your Serra pin or pendant, especially when you go to Mass, and most especially when you
attend Mass with your club.
2. Buy or request space in your parish bulletin to feature the Serra logo and a vocations message
every Sunday.
3. With the permission of your pastor, place vocations prayer cards in every pew or stick them in
the back of every missalette.
4. Place Serra promotional brochures with your club’s contact information in your church’s reading
rack. Customizable brochures are available at our Serra E‐Store (see p. 22), or make your own.
5. If your club has its own website, be sure to ask for a link to it to be displayed on your parish’s
website.
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No Better Way to Serve the Church
Plus, our work helps us to grow in holiness

A

s I look back at my time in Nashville, the word
blessed come to mind. The Serra International
Convention was a time of blessings for the attendees. We enjoyed reconnecting with old friends, meeting new friends, being inspired by speakers and knowing
we are part of a special team working for the Lord. This
time together confirmed for me that there is no better way
I could be serving the Lord than to be a Serran.
I remember asking my son shortly before he was to be ordained, what is the best way for me to serve the Church?
He immediately responded, “Mom, you need to be a Serran and work for more religious vocations.” Later as I
pondered his words, I thought there is no more important
way to serve. The Eucharist is the center of our faith and
without priests we will have no Eucharist. Bishop Andrew, my son, now serves as our Episcopal Adviser and
both my husband and I are Serrans. We realize that serving the Church as a Serran is an honor and will help our
church flourish in the future.
This is an exciting time for Serra. As Serrans, we have a
new crown jewel to promote—serraspark.org. Serra has
stepped up to fill a need and provide a wonderful resource
for vocation directors and vocation promoters to make
their work easier and fruitful. SPARK (Serra Promotion
and Resource Kit) is a free online collection of best-practices tools in religious vocations ministry. This beautiful
resource makes starting or improving vocation activities
easier. SPARK is the one-stop shop for all your vocation
ministry needs, easy to find, easy to use and available
24/7.
In unveiling this new resource at the National Council of
Diocesan Vocation Directors (NCDVD) last Fall, Serrans
were amazed at the positive reactions from vocation directors. As one new vocation director commented, “This

is great. Could you add St. Andrew and
Miriam Dinners? I would like to implement that activity.” Within 30 days this
new tool was added to the website. The
directors were delighted that the resources
could be downloaded, branded for their
diocese and used. As Serrans, we can be
proud of the fact that our dues and efforts
Judy Cozzens,
have provided a great resource to make
President,
conducting vocation programs easier. The
Serra’s National
Council for the
Serra Sampler is also featured on the webUnited States
site with five of the vocation activities
highlighted. These booklets can be ordered from the Serra E-Store or downloaded from the
website and they make a great resource to share with others. Fr.Ralph O’Donnell, executive director of the Secretariat for Clergy, Consecrated Life and Vocations of the
U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) and Rosemary Sullivan, director of the National Council of Diocesan Vocation Directors (NCDVD) are delighted with
SPARK.
This is an exciting time to be a Serran and to invite others
to serve with you in this important ministry. I am honored
to serve as president for Serra’s USA Council. I ask for
your prayers and your renewed commitment to our great
mission. As Serrans, we have a very important cause before us. Our work, promoting and supporting religious
vocations, will help us grow in holiness.
We ask and pray many young men and women will give
their life to serve. I challenge you to accept leadership positions in your club and train others to serve in leadership.
When I am asking another to give his or her life, I always
stop and think, “How many hours a week am I serving
in Serra?” Please dedicate more hours a week to support
these young people and promote our mission.%

Everyone’s talking about President Cozzens'
impassioned presentation on SPARK
at the Nashville convention! Find out why
when you watch it online here:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DwqzW67SlYg

www.serraspark.org
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Featured Club Program: Befriending Priests

L

et’s say you want to cook an ethnic food that is new to
you. Or you want to try to improve your favorite dish.
What do you do before you start cooking? You investigate recipes, you read up on spices or cooking methods. In
other words, you prepare, you arm yourself with knowledge,
you increase your confidence and your competence.
Similarly, one of the purposes of the Serra Club’s monthly
meetings is to increase our knowledge and love of the
Faith, thus allowing the Holy Spirit to arm us with increased competence and confidence as we carry out our
Serran mission.
The monthly meeting of club members is perfect for our purpose. Except for the election of officers, most voting and decision-making is accomplished during the Board meeting.
The club meeting includes prayer, sharing of a meal or refreshments, a program of continuing Catholic adult education, and any announcements or information from club
officers. All these facets of our meetings prepare us to go
about our Serran ministry with good information and great
motivation.
In order to accomplish our Serra objectives “to foster and
promote vocations to the ministerial priesthood” and “to
support priests in their ministry” and “to encourage and affirm vocations to consecrated religious life” we must “recognize and respond to God’s call to holiness.” We need to
understand and live our own vocation to service.
Why, then, would Serra members short-change themselves
in the development of knowledge and love of the Church,
Scripture, the Eucharist, and the energy and example of
Jesus, Mary, Joseph and all the saints by skipping over the
educational program?
The adult education segment of the club meeting is so important that your U.S.A. Council Programs Committee
has published a large group of educational and inspirational programs that you can use at meetings in place of a
speaker or can be used by a speaker as an outline or handout.
They are found in Meeting Programs-A Call to Holiness Manual, which may be downloaded in whole or in part from the
Council website, www.serraus.org. We have just updated this
manual completely, featuring 11 new programs. One of
them, “Befriending Priests,” is featured at right. %
—Kathleen Radford, USA Programs Committee
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Read the Opening Prayer and Scripture out loud.

Opening Prayer
You have blessed us, O God, with the gift of
friendship, the bonding of persons in a circle of
love.
We thank you for such a blessing: for friends
who love us, who share our sorrows, who laugh
with us in celebration, who bear our pain, who
need us as we need them, who weep as we
weep, who hold us when words fail, and who
give us the freedom to be ourselves.
Bless our friends with health, wholeness, life,
and love. Amen.
(Vienna Cobb Anderson)

Scripture
No one has greater love than this, to lay down
one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends
if you do what I command you. I no longer call
you slaves, because a slave does not know what
his master is doing. I have called you friends, because I have told you everything I have heard
from my Father. It was not you who chose me,
but I who chose you and appointed you to go
and bear fruit that will remain, so that whatever
you ask the Father in my name he may give you.
This I command you: love one another. (John
15:13-17)
Take time for silent reflection, and then read the
Introduction out loud.

Introduction
A private audience with His Holiness Pope
Francis made Serra’s 75th International Convention in Rome one of the most exciting events in
Serra’s history. One of three themes given by the
Pope to Serrans in this private audience was the
importance of “Being Friends with Priests.”
Faced with priest shortages, vocation directors
and parish committees are looking for new ways
to identify candidates. Many dioceses are now
encouraging parishes to create their own vocation ministry to not only help parishes raise
awareness of the need for priests, but to create
a culture of vocations in the parish.

While there are countless diocesan vocation programs
and special parish initiatives, all are designed to reach
out to those considering a call to be ordained. As dioceses come up with ways to identify, recruit, and sponsor
those discerning priesthood, the challenge is to support
the priests who have already been ordained.
It seems that after ordination priests are left to the dayto-day responsibilities of ministering to a parish community. Over time, they can easily be taken for granted
and fade into the background as they strive to faithfully
serve the people of God with 21st century demands and
changing parish structures. Secondly, priests can tend to
be depersonalized whereby they become mere functionaries or sacramental dispensers.
Clearly, the priesthood is relational and not merely functional. We see at the heart of this vocation the need to
foster friendship, fraternity, and solidarity. Befriending
priests means recognizing that behind the priestly vestments is a human being who has forsaken much to serve
the people of God as an ordained minister. All of us
need some encouragement at times, and affirming the
good things our priests do is a good start, but we can go
even further.
As lay people, we do not need just the commitment to
pray for vocations to the priesthood, but to support those
who have already been ordained by offering them our
friendship. Such friendship begins when we support the
ministry of the priests who have been assigned to our
parish, offer help without complaining, include them in
opportunities where they are not expected to perform
but can be with others with whom they feel free enough
to be themselves. Moreover, when difficulties arise,
which is common in church life, we can help our priests
deal with them gracefully by offering friendship that supports then and treats them with respect.
Introduce a speaker or the facilitator can read the following
paragraphs with pauses in between.

Documentary Tradition
From Pope Francis’ Letter to the Audience with the Participants in the 75th Convention of Serra International:
To be friends to priests, sustaining their vocation and accompanying them in their ministry: with this great gift
you enrich the Church! This is, above all else, what a
Serran is – a “special friend” whom the Lord has
brought into the lives of seminarians and priests.
Today the word “friend” has become a bit overused. In
our daily lives, we run into various people whom we call
“friends,” but that is just a word we say. Within virtual

communications, “friend” is one of the most frequently
found words. Yet we know that superficial knowledge
has little to do with that experience of encounter or
closeness evoked by the word “friend.”
When Jesus speaks of his “friends,” He points to a hard
truth: true friendship involves an encounter that draws
me so near to the other person that I give something of
my very self…
We become friends, then, only if our encounter is more
than something outward or formal, and becomes instead
a way of sharing in the life of another person, an experience of compassion, a relationship that involves giving
ourselves for others.
It is good for us to reflect on what friends do. They stand
at our side, gently and tenderly, along our journey; they
listen to us closely, and can see beyond mere words; they
are merciful when faced with our faults; they are nonjudgmental. They are able to walk with us, helping us to
feel joy in knowing that we are not alone. They do not
always indulge us but, precisely because they love us,
they honestly tell us when they disagree. They are there
to pick us up whenever we fall.
This is also the kind of friendship that you seek to offer
to priests. The Serra Club helps foster this beautiful vocation of being laity who are friends to priests. Friends
who know how to accompany and sustain them in faith,
in fidelity to prayer and apostolic commitment. Friends
who share the wonder of a vocation, the courage of a
definitive decision, the joy and fatigue of ministry.
Friends who can offer priests support and regard their
generous efforts and human failings with understanding
and tender love. In this way, you are to priests like the
home of Bethany, where Jesus entrusted his weariness
to Martha and Mary, and, thanks to their care, was able
to find rest and refreshment.
The facilitator can read the Discussion Questions out loud
for general or small group discussion.

Discussion Questions
What is your response to Pope Francis’ message to be
friends with priests?
What personal challenges do you need to overcome in
order to express friendship to the priests in your parish?
How do we as Serrans show friendship to the priests in
our midst?
If time permits invite the small groups to share with the
Continued on page 32
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Serra International Presi‐
dent Mario Biscardi (seated)
and Serra’s USA Council
President Judy Cozzens
(standing, center) visited the
Serra International oﬃce
staﬀ in Chicago in August.
Joining them for the photo
are (from left): translator
Martha Perales; administra‐
tive assistant Nicole Klees;
oﬃce manager Sarah Knob;
and executive director John
Liston. Not pictured: editor
Anne McCormack.

On the verge of a Serran renaissance
by John Liston, Executive Director
Serra International

A

s you can see from the proceedings of our gracefilled convention in Nashville, our apostolate is
on the verge of a renaissance. Over the past five
years, Serra’s spiritual and organizational development has
been incredible. This is thanks in large part to workings
and guidance of the Holy Spirit, the dedication and direction of leaders within Serra and the committed Serrans
around the world who work and pray for vocations daily.
While our work as Serrans is not always easy, it should always be done with joy. We are the servants of the servants
of God and this should be reflected in all that we do. Just
as a vibrant and joyful priest or religious is one of the best
ways to promote vocations to the priesthood and religious
life, an active and happy Serran is the best way to recruit
new members to our apostolate. Moreover, we have many
reasons to be joyful this year.
We continue to see renewed vibrancy throughout Serra.
The most effective Serra Clubs around the world share a
set of common traits. All of them maintain a focus on
prayer and holiness. They all work closely with the vocation director and local ordinary. They engage new members when they join the clubs (this does not mean that
these appoint new members as club president-elect upon
initiation, rather these clubs find ways for new Serrans to
use their talents as a part of the club and gradually advance
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new members into leadership roles once they have better
understanding of how the club operates). Additionally, vibrant Serra Clubs actively communicate with their members and with parishes and other groups in their dioceses.
A well-developed communication strategy for Serra Clubs
is one of the many best practices that Serra International
President Dan Jones emphasized throughout his term.
Membership matters. Incoming President Mario Biscardi’s
challenge to Serrans during his term is simple, elegant, and
powerful. He is asking each Serran to recruit one new
member between now and the Serra International Convention in Mexico City. That is an achievable goal. Every
Serran knows another Catholic who is passionate about
vocations and seeks to respond to God’s call to holiness in
her own or his own life. If every Serran meets this challenge, then we will double the number of Serrans working
and praying for vocations and ensure the continued vitality
of our organization.
Serra continues to improve its communications and promotional abilities. We currently provide all Serrans Always
Forward, Never Back, a biweekly newsletter via email and
The Serran magazine on a quarterly basis. In addition to
the regular publications, Serra offers daily reflections during Lent and an Advent Calendar via email during these
liturgical seasons. These offerings are optional and require
Serrans to sign up for them. I strongly encourage all SerContinued on next page

rans to sign up for these. Signup information can be found
in the Always Forward, Never Back newsletter. If you are not
receiving this newsletter, you can sign up to receive it on
serrainternational.org.
Since the offices of Serra International, Serra’s National
Council for the United States, and the Serra International
Foundation were combined in 2014, we have been able to
more efficiently and effectively meet the needs of all Serrans worldwide. My thanks go out to our dedicated and
hardworking staff members. Martha Perales has served
Serra for over two decades. She has a wealth of information regarding Serra’s history, best practices, and is invaluable as our translator and interpreter. Anne McCormack,
our editor and communications coordinator, spends
countless hours preparing the newsletter, magazines,
Lenten reflections, and Advent calendar, in addition to
maintaining the content on Serra’s websites and creating
documents for various committees. Sarah Knob’s attention
to details and organizational skill are unmatched. As our
office manager, Sarah has greatly improved our reporting
and bookkeeping processes. Finally, Nicole Klees, who
joined us in April of this year, has been a great addition to
our team, contacting clubs, helping Serrans better utilize
our membership portal, and compiling board kits and
other reports for Serra’s leaders. The staff stands ready to
continue to support Serrans throughout the world.

Sartain
Continued from page 21
cause they fidget so much that they use up their space
and your space. When you're sitting in the middle, also,
how can you figure out which of the armrests are yours?
So you realize that maybe even I myself take up more
room than I want to or than I should because I'm feeling
it all over, around me. Therefore, I always sit on the aisle,
and I always let the person next to me have the right arm
rest if I can... until I forget.
It does really vary among us how much space we take
up on a plane or how much space we take up in our
houses. There’s a lot of talk about one’s carbon footprint. That means basically how much energy I am theoretically displacing or using up and harming the
environment by the car that I drive or if I have a private
jet, how much of a carbon footprint I am leaving on this
earth because of the way I choose to live. Using electricity too much, too much air conditioning, etc.

Our Serra International Foundation continues to promote
vocations globally. I encourage all Serrans to support The
Serra International Foundation. Since 1951, our Foundation offers support to seminaries, dioceses, houses of religious formation and Serra entities throughout the world.
A list of organizations receiving grants from the Foundation is included in the convention Delegates Book. A grant
recipient of note is Serra’s National Council for the United
States, which received a grant to further develop and enhance the SPARK website, www.serraspark.org. This site
contains a wealth of vocations programs and activities that
can be used by vocation directors, Serrans, and vocation
promoters throughout the world. The Foundation is also
supporting more than four dozen other organizations
throughout the world to increase vocations to the ministerial priesthood and consecrated religious life. These organizations go through an extensive screening process and
are thoroughly vetted by the Foundation Board before any
funds are issued. By supporting the Serra International
Foundation, you are fostering vocations globally in a tangible and impactful way.
Thank you for all that you do for the Church, for vocations, and for Serra.
St. Junipero Serra, pray for us!
Mary, Mother of Vocations, pray for us! %

That got me to thinking: I wonder if it might be helpful
for me personally, and maybe for all of us today, to take
a certain kind of examination of how much of an emotional footprint we leave. Forget about carbon. Do I
leave an emotional footprint wherever I go? In other
words, the effect that I have on other people by the bluster of my personal news; the amount of personal space
I take up to which I'm oblivious, but which the other
people have to accommodate in their own situation right
next to me; the volume and the pitch of my opinions and
my complaints; and the weight that we give to our very
presence.
I have a feeling that if we took stock of that emotional
footprint that each of us has, that each of us leaves when
we walk out of the room, we might back off a little bit
of a number of things. In fact I think taking inventory
of our personal emotional footprint could be a good exercise for today. %
Read Part Two of Archbishop Sartain’s Spiritual Retreat in
Our November 2018 issue of The Serran magazine.
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Biscardi
Continued from page 7
increase our service to our local Church in the area of vocations, and Serra will grow. Look at the 24 vocation activities at www.serraspark.org and consider what else we
can do in our local communities to help our Church attract
more men and women to devote themselves to a life of
service to our Church. Again, as Lloyd Crockett said in
the Spirit of Serra, ”What greater gift can we possibly give
to our Church than to encourage one young man or
woman to become a priest or consecrated religious in our
Church?”
The largest vocation activity in Canada is the annual Ordinandi Dinner in Toronto. This year was our 29th event
and we attracted over 2,500 people who came to express
their appreciation and support for our ordinandi, namely,
those transitional deacons who are about to be ordained
from our two seminaries. Over 800 Catholic high school
youth attended, hand-selected by their chaplains or religion teacher. Plus, about 300 university students came
with their university chaplaincy leaders. Representatives
from parishes and other Catholic organizations were there.
Cardinal Collins is there with us every year and he makes
himself available to everyone, especially our youth, and
they love to be with him.
What better way to plant the seeds of a vocation to the
priesthood and religious life than to hear the testimony of
one who is about to be ordained to the priesthood? This is
a very powerful message to our youth and to us all. A full
report and pictures of the Ordinandi Dinner are available
on our Serra Canada Council website. In terms of planting
vocation seeds, it just doesn’t get much better than that.

Befriending Priests
Continued from page 29
large group any insights that they gain from the group discussion, then read the Closing Reflection.

Closing Reﬂection
There are 105 references to friendship in the Bible. In
general, all capture the attitude that amicable associations with individuals is one of the noblest and most enduring values in life. A more literal interpretation would
be that friendship is a kind of familiar love.
We readily accept that it is important to pray for our
priests, but being friends with priests means that we must
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Canada has already got a head start on our membership
drive. We too found ourselves with declining membership.
In the past 10 years, three of our 12 clubs surrendered their
charter because their members were too old and did not
have the energy to carry on. Ten years ago when I was district governor, we only had 12 clubs and 420 members.
Now we have 17 clubs and 412 members. We maintained
our numbers via new club formation. Were it not for this,
our numbers would have been down significantly.
We chartered eight new clubs in the past 10 years for a net
increase of five clubs in Canada. We have three clubs in
formation in Ontario, in places where Serra did not exist.
Plus, we have targeted five major cities across Canada
where we should have a Serra club. With the help of our
Canada Council Board and our Good Lord, it will be
done!
This flurry of activity in new club formation is a tremendous blessing for us and we are thankful to our Good Lord
for this. New club activity therefore needs to be part of our
membership drive, and this needs to founded in prayer and
a strong commitment to service in our Good Lord’s
Church.
And so we need to have all Serrans focused on this simple ask for one complete year: bring in one new member
in 2018. It’s that simple. Imagine what Serra could look
like this time next year, if every Serran is able to bring in
one new member. We can do it!
In closing, let us pray each day that our Good Lord will
bless our efforts with more laborers for the harvest – and
more Serrans to support them in their sacred ministry. %

embrace them in a kind of familiar love. While it may
be difficult when it comes to getting close to our priests
because their lives are so different from our own, and
their schedules and responsibilities can create an obstacle, we must make the effort to reach out.
Being a true friend to priests is a great gift we can offer
the Church because it helps both the priests and the
faithful appreciate the beauty and gift of being together
on the journey of faith, allowing all of us to be transformed in Christ.

Bibliography
Pope Francis’ Address at the Audience with the Participants in
the 75th Convention of Serra International, June 23, 2017 %
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Do I ask others to join Serra?

Continued from page 9

Do I let my ego get in the way of the work of
Serra and work of vocations?

or diocese practice on a regular basis. Please consider
writing these up and send them to our Chicago office for
inclusion in The Serran magazine or on our website so
others can be inspired by these practices.
In the area of best practices, we need to see more in the
area of membership. Certainly some clubs like St. Louis,
Houston, Nashville, and Tri-Cities succeed in this area,
but we see many clubs falling below the minimum of 25
needed to start a new club. That needs to change!
In Rome, I encouraged you to ask or invite in three
areas.
To the priesthood and religious life
To ask friends and leaders to join Serra
To ask ourselves how we can be more holy
On page 69 of the Handbook for Serrans Called to Holiness,
you’ll find some reflections in relation to living out the
Serran apostolate. Among them are the following:

At a recent Portland Serra meeting, we had a newly ordained Holy Cross priest talk to our group. He said, the
first time you ask someone to consider the priesthood,
there is a 10% chance that he will take action. If a second person asks the same thing, there is now a 30%
chance that he will take some action. And if a third, different person asks that same question, the percentage increases to a 75% chance that action will be taken. Based
on this information, shouldn’t we ask and then encourage others to ask? Let’s use that approach in both asking
men and women to consider the priesthood and religious life, but also to encourage more Serran membership.
All positives during my year of president are certainly
because of the Holy Spirit. It has been a cherished privilege and honor to be your servant leader this past year.
How an old farm boy from Snohomish, Washington,
USA ever got to be president of this great organization,
only God knows. Thank you! %

Do I invite appropriate people to consider
priesthood and religious life?

Cardinal Collins
Continued from page 5
when I was a teenager I was reading his book, The Priest
Is Not His Own and that just changed my life.
So in the Holy Eucharist which we celebrate now, in
which we have the opportunity to spend time in adoration, we see our own struggles within the context of the
plan of God, the great vision of the divine perspective
which allows us to navigate.
We’re also intensely focused on our love for our Lord
Jesus Christ. Those two come together as they must in all
our lives, certainly in our vocation work, and most profoundly in our life as disciples of Jesus Christ.
I’ll just end with a prayer I love a lot. It comes from a person who certainly knew his vocation: Francis Xavier. He
was going to be a big academic star in Europe until finally
Ignatius Loyola said, “Come. Stop and think a bit more
deeply.” And then one day he was preparing to become a
professor in Rome and Ignatius said, “We need someone
in India.” That meant the other side of the world in those
days; it would take months and maybe he would never

come back. Within a second Francis said, “I’ll go,” and
by sunset he was gone. And he never came back. He died
on an island off the coast of China. So much did he see
the vision of God’s providence, so much did he love the
Lord Jesus personally.
This is his prayer:
I love you Lord, not for the sake of gaining anything, not
seeking a reward
but as you yourself have loved me, oh ever-loving Lord.
You, oh my Jesus, did embrace my sinful soul upon the
tree;
for me, endured the pain, disgrace, the nails, the spear, the
mockery
and grief and torments numberless, the sweat of agony
even death itself
and all for one who was your enemy.
Then why, oh blessed Jesus Christ, should I not love you
well?
Not for the sake of gaining heaven, nor of escaping hell,
not for the sake of Earth’s rewards, your praises will I
sing,
but only that you are my Lord and my eternal king. %
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Serra in Canada Is on Fire!
North Peel joins growing list of new clubs
On June 3, 2018, the Feast of Corpus Christi, the Serra Club of North Peel of
the Archdiocese of Toronto was born. With the guidance and encouragement
of Mario Biscardi, then President-Elect of Serra International, and initially assisted by Pat Hearn, District Governor of the Maritimes, the club was able to
qualify for a charter. The indomitable spirit and perseverance of the husband
and wife team, Dennis and Teresa Buonafede, propelled the prospective members toward this remarkable evening.
The Charter Night began with the celebration of the Eucharist. His Excellency,
Auxiliary Bishop John Boissonneau, officiated while club chaplain Fr. Liborio
Amaral and Fr. Antoine Badr concelebrated. Fr. Liborio is also the Pastor of
St. Mary’s Catholic Church in Brampton, Ontario, where the ceremony was
held. He was formerly the Vocations Director for the Archdiocese of Toronto.
After the Mass, the induction of members and installation of officers followed,
conducted by District Governor of Ontario, Fran Pulumbarit. Distribution of
membership certificates and Serra pins was a joint effort by Mario Biscardi and
Anthony Mangione, Trustee, Serra Canada Council, and also the Immediate
Past District Governor for Ontario. Bishop Boissonneau gave the new Serrans
his blessings and led them in the Act of Consecration to the Immaculate Heart
of Mary. It was the culmination of the club’s desire to see the chartering of
the Serra Club of North Peel that will help in God’s plan of salvation by encouraging vocations to the priesthood and religious life. After the proceedings,
a banquet was held in the adjoining new and spacious hall of the church. %
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Also in the Great White North...
Downtown Toronto Serran John Grant, pictured
fourth from left above, just celebrated his 100th
birthday in August 2018. John became a Serran at
the age of 90, at the suggestion of his pastor Fr.
Larry Marcillle. While with Serra he has been a
member of the Program Committee and is often
called on to thank the speaker. This past year,
John is one of only two Downtown Toronto Ser‐
rans who can boast perfect attendance at club
meetings. Pictured with John are Fr. Ed Curtis,
chaplain of the Serra Club of Toronto Downtown,
Anne and Dane MacCarthy, Mario Biscardi and,
Erin Dunphy, past president of the club.

The Serran Time Capsule 1973:

100 New Ways to Foster Vocations
This article originally appeared in the December 1973 issue of
The Serran Magazine. No author was named.

A

brainstorm session by northern California Serra
leaders has produced a new idea that could revolutionize Serra’s work for vocations and lead to
a solution to one membership problem. The idea was presented by Jim Keating, former district governor from
Sacramento. It could double the size of our Vocations Activities manual by tying vocations work to some of the
most exciting Church efforts of the day. The idea is based
on three known, undisputed facts, proven in many surveys.
1. The best promoters of vocations to the priesthood and
religious life are happy, dedicated priests and religious who
are doing things that attract potential Church vocations.
2. Many potential vocations have no idea of the Church’s
deep commitment to people, and what priests and religious do “the rest of the week.”
3. The most frustrating point of Serra membership is our
inability, usually, to see specific results from our vocations
effort. As a result, some members’ very human need for
self-fulfillment is not being met through Serra.
Though example and personal involvement are the most
effective vocation tools, we admit that most of our typical
Serra club activities do not involve potential candidates in
the dynamic works of the Church where they can see
priests and religious in action.
Many of our Serrans or potential members recognize this.
They say that the best way to foster vocations is to involve
candidates in one of the many Church apostolates organized to solve or prevent the overwhelming problems facing
people – abortion, aging and loneliness, prisoner rehabilitation, mental retardation, urban poverty, injustice in developing nations, divorce and the decline of family life.
Here is Christianity in action, they say.
Many Serrans, in addition to their Christian vocation of
managing a business, providing professional services and
heading a family, work with priests, brothers and sisters in
Church efforts to meet these crises. They learn quickly that
a live, concerned Church with dedicated priests and religious is the principal attraction for vocations. Therefore,
many Serrans want these social action activities to be considered part of Serra’s apostolate for vocations.
In the past our usual answer has been: “This is not Serra’s

work. Serra clubs work for
vocations through prayer,
panels, posters, seminary
visits, parish vocation
committees, and discussions.” Most clubs’ response
to Serrans who want work with the
aged to rank equally with altar boy investiture
is: “Continue your work with the aged or the poor as a
good Catholic, but not as a Serran.”
As a result, and too often, a good member is lost to Serra,
not the Church, when he leaves or when he does not accept the invitation to join.
Jim Keating suggests a more positive club response to
these Serrans. He would say: “If you and some priests and
religious are working with the aging, stay involved with
them. Be certain to invite to join you those potential priests
and religious, age 15 to 60. Let these potential candidates,
those who respond, know what priests and religious do
the rest of the week.”
Jim Keating and a growing number of Serrans say: “If
your concern is poverty and injustice in your city and the
world, invite those potential priests and religious, age 1560, to join you and the dozens of priests and religious in
every diocese who are involved in Church committees for
world justice and peace. Show them what priests and religious do the rest of the week.”
These activities, shared by priests, religious, Serrans and
potential Church vocations, allow the priests and religious
to be their own best salesmen. This is the vocation work
by example and involvement. At the same time, each person, including the Serrans, participates in a worthy cause
in which all can see results. It is vocation work with a
bonus.
That California brainstorm session has given us new answers to that old question: “How do you Serrans foster vocations?” We can say that some of us preach on vocations
from the pulpit. Some of us organize essay contests. Some
involve potential vocations in the Church’s Respect Life
activities. Some of us place radio and TV Church vocation
ads. Some involve potential vocations in the Church’s
inner city programs which are so often coordinated by
seminarians, priests, sisters and brothers. Every one of
these activities can do much to create interest in the priesthood and religious life. %
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Past Serra International President Sean Yeo
A Serran Legacy of Holiness and Prayerful Devotion

P

ast Serra International President Sean
Yeo passed from this life to the next
on 15 August 2018. Sean had a strong
devotion to the Blessed Mother, so it should be
noted that his passing coincided with the
Solemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed
Virgin Mary.
We are deeply saddened by the loss of Sean.
His strong love of the faith, deep spiritual practices, and genuine kindness radiated through
everything that he did.

focused on Serran spirituality, and Serrans
United in Prayer, which served as the forerunner to our currently global monthly rosary for
vocations. He carried out these programs with
fervor, dedication, and a willingness to receive
input from his fellow Serrans and respond accordingly. Both of these programs, along with
countless other things that Sean has done,
Sean Yeo
helped Serra return to and remain close to its
1961‐2018
spiritual roots. This has fostered greater fellowship and increased effectiveness in Serra worldwide.

Sean's legacy at Serra is profound, far-reaching, but in
most cases imperceptible to most people. Sean's humility
ensured that everything he did was for the glory of God,
not himself. Sean's overarching plan as Serra International President was to assist all Serrans in spiritual
growth through prayer. Sean's initiatives to that end included digitally publishing SerraConnects, a magazine
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Each action that Sean took began and ended in prayer
and was done in loving service to the Church. He will
be missed by Serrans throughout the world. Please pray
for the repose of his soul, for his family, especally his
wife Lucy, and for all departed Serrans.
Mary, Mother of Vocations, pray for us!
St. Junipero Serra, pray for us! %

