
Serranthe

Vol. 64 No. 1 |October 2017

Serrans Meet Pope Francis



2 the Serran | Vol. 62 No. 1

The Serran Calendar
Oct. 29, 2017
Priesthood Sunday

Nov. 4-11, 2017
National Vocations Awareness Week

Jan. 11-14, 2018
The Serra Rally, Phoenix AZ

June 27-July 1, 2018
Serra’s 76th International Convention
Nashville, Tennessee, USA

“So you too, siempre adelante! With courage, creativity and boldness. Do not be afraid to
renew your structures. Do not rest on your laurels, but be ever ready to try new things.

—Pope Francis to Serrans assembled for a private audience on June 23, 2017

In This Issue:
3 Serra: An Ideal House of Bethany for Priests and Seminarians

by Serra International President Dante Vannini

5 Remarks to Serrans at their Private Audience on June 23, 2017
by His Holiness, Pope Francis

7 Homily on the Solemnity of the Sacred Heart of Jesus
by Beniamino Cardinal Stella, Prefect of the Congregation for the Clergy

9 Siempre Adelante, Always Forward: The Impulse of Vocations
by Most Rev. Jorge Carlos Patrón Wong, Archbishop-Emeritus of Papantla

16 Pictures from the Serra’s 75th International Convention in Rome

20 The State of Serra
by Outgoing Serra International President Dante Vannini

22 Serrans: Do You ASK Enough?
by Incoming Serra International President Daniel Jones

24 Siempre Adelante: The Courage of Vocation
by Past Serra International President Chainarong Monthienvichienchai

32 Want to Expand Your Club’s Influence?
by Serra International Foundation Development Director Ann Moloney

34 Featured Club Program: The Glorious Mysteries

36 The Pope’s Challenge to Serra
by Serra USA Council President Greg Schwietz

38 Why We Gather as Serrans
by Serra International Executive Director John Liston

40 Club Activities Around the World

42 The Serran Magazine Time Capsule: 2001
Saint Pope John Paul II’s address to Serrans for the Jubilee of Vocations

44 Why Am I a Serran?
by Pradit Lohaviriyasiri

ON OUR COVER
Serra International Trustee and Philippine 

National Council Past-President Blessida Garcia-
Diwa of the Serra Club of Tuguegarao, shakes
the hand of His Holiness Pope Francis on June

23 in Vatican City. Bangalore Serran and Serra In-
ternational Trustee Jeanette D’Souza looks on.

The Serran magazine is the official publication of Serra International. It is published quarterly. Views 
expressed in this publication may not reflect the views of the Board. Send letters or manuscripts to 
amccormack@serrainternational.org. The Serran does not accept advertising.

The Serran Editor: Anne McCormack
Serra International Executive Director: John Liston
333 W Wacker Drive, Suite 500 Chicago, IL 60606

www.serrainternational.org



3the Serran | Vol. 64 No. 1

Your Holiness,

With great joy and tremendous emotion I offer you my
personal greeting along with that of the entire Serra Inter-
national, represented here by the delegates to the 75th In-
ternational Convention, to whom Your Holiness has
granted the incomparable gift of this audience.

His Eminence, the Cardinal Beniamino Stella,
who celebrated the Eucharist this morning at the Altare
della Cattedra to kick off  this occasion, has been instru-
mental in the realization of this extraordinary event, our
annual conference which this year is being held in the an-
cient and marvelous city of  Rome. So much benevolent
attention inspires all of us to renew and grow our commit-
ment to the path of holiness to which every person bap-

tized in the Church of Christ is called. 
Serra International is a lay organization born in

the USA in the 1930s which is now active in many coun-
tries around the world. Serra reached Italy in 1960 under
the auspices of the late Cardinal Giuseppe Siri, who in his
own diocese in Genova tested the novelty and the effec-
tiveness of a club comprised of people from the worlds of
business, culture, the arts, public administration and vari-
ous professions, who were ready to spread, via their testi-
mony of life, a vocational  culture, which in contemporary
society might encourage rather than hinder the call to the
Vocation of priesthood and a holy life. 

Our organization is inspired by the model of
Saint Junípero Serra, whom you canonized in Washing-
ton, D.C. in September 2015 in the presence of many of
us who are also here today. The theme for reflection at this
year’s convention is “Siempre Adelante: The Courage of Vo-

Serra International President Dante Vannini’s
Remarks to the Holy Father at the Papal Audience
on June 23, 2017 in Vatican City

Serra: An Ideal House of Bethany for Priests and Seminarians

Serra International President Dante Vannini delivers remarks of gratitude and introduction to the Holy Father 
during Serra’s papal audience in Vatican City, June 23, 2017. Photo credit: L’Osservatore Romano.

Continued on next page
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cation”, and it takes its inspiration from the brave mission-
ary zeal of Saint Junípero Serra. This call, “Siempre ade-
lante,” is the brand that accompanies each one of Serra’s
initiatives and defines who we are: that is, our learning and
reflection must always be followed by concrete action, in
a spirit of service. 

On numerous occasions Your Holiness’ prede-
cessors, from Pope Paul VI, to Saint John Paul II, to Pope
Benedict XVI, bestowed words of  encouragement, and
fruitful blessings on Serra International; in the path of this
well rooted tradition we are here today, Your Holiness, to
show you our devotion as well as our affection. We want
to be close to our priests, ready to help them and to support
them in as much as our abilities and our grace will allow,
in order to represent for them an ideal house of Bethany,
which for Jesus was the place of friendship. 

We want to be friends of the seminarians as well
as of the seminaries, to be near to those brave young peo-
ple who are ready to devote their entire being to Our Lord,
and who are often called to overcome all kinds of difficul-
ties and misunderstandings.

Above all else we trust that our concrete testi-
mony of  faithfulness to Christ and to His Church will
spread the beauty of our faith to families, to institutions,
to the business community and to civil society. 

Five continents are represented here today, men
and women who identify themselves in their mission to
support all vocations of special consecration. May the Fa-
therly Blessing which we entreat from you renew our en-
thusiasm and help us to achieve our good intentions.

A heartfelt thank you, Your Holiness, from each
and every one of us. %

A sea of Serrans in brightly colored scarves listens to Pope Francis’ message.
Photo credit: L’Osservatore Romano
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At 12.30 p.m. on June 23, 2107, in Paul VI Hall in Vatican City,
the Holy Father Pope Francis received in audience the partici-
pants in the 75th Convention of  Serra International on the theme:
“Siempre adelante. The Courage of  Vocation,” which took place
in Rome from June 22-25, 2017. The following is the Pope’s ad-
dress to those present at the audience:

Your Eminence, Your Excellency,
Dear Brothers and Sisters,

I am pleased to greet all of you. From throughout
the world you have gathered for this International Con-
vention, which has as its theme: “Siempre Adelante: The
Courage of Vocation.” In the joy of the Gospel, and with
that boldness typical of  the Christian mission, you have
gathered here to discover anew, at the school of the Mas-
ter, the meaning of every Christian vocation: to offer our
lives as a gift, “anointing” our brothers and sisters with the
tenderness and mercy of God. I thank Mr Dante Vannini,
the President of Serra International, for his kind words. I
would like to reflect on something he said which, I believe,
is central to the experience of faith: to be friends.

To be friends to priests, sustaining their vocation
and accompanying them in their ministry: with this great

gift you enrich the Church! This is, above all else, what a
Serran is – a “special friend” whom the Lord has brought
into the lives of seminarians and priests.

Today the word “friend” has become a bit over-
used. In our daily lives, we run into various people whom
we call “friends,” but that is just a word we say. Within vir-
tual communications, “friend” is one of  the most fre-
quently found words. Yet we know that superficial
knowledge has little to do with that experience of  en-
counter or closeness evoked by the word “friend.”

When Jesus speaks of his “friends,” He points to
a hard truth: true friendship involves an encounter that
draws me so near to the other person that I give something
of my very self. Jesus says to His disciples: “No longer do
I call you servants… but I have called you friends, for all
that I have heard from my Father I have made known to
you” (Jn 15:15). He thus establishes a new relationship be-
tween man and God, one that transcends the law and is
grounded in trust and love. At the same time, Jesus frees
friendship from sentimentalism and presents it to us as a
responsibility that embraces our entire life: “Greater love
has no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his
friends” (Jn 15:13).

His Holiness Pope Francis speaks to assembled Serrans 
on June 23, 2017. Photo credit: L’Osservatore Romano

Above all else, a Serran is a “special friend”
A gift from God to seminarians and priests

Continued on next page
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We become friends, then, only if  our encounter
is more than something outward or formal, and becomes
instead a way of sharing in the life of another person, an
experience of compassion, a relationship that involves giv-
ing ourselves for others.

It is good for us to reflect on what friends do.
They stand at our side, gently and tenderly, along our jour-
ney; they listen to us closely, and can see beyond mere
words; they are merciful when faced with our faults; they
are non-judgmental. They are able to walk with us, helping
us to feel joy in knowing that we are not alone. They do
not always indulge us but, precisely because they love us,
they honestly tell us when they disagree. They are there to
pick us up whenever we fall.

This is the also the kind of  friendship that you
seek to offer to priests. The Serra Club helps foster this
beautiful vocation of being laity who are friends to priests.
Friends who know how to accompany and sustain them
in faith, in fidelity to prayer and apostolic commitment.
Friends who share the wonder of a vocation, the courage
of  a definitive decision, the joy and fatigue of  ministry.
Friends who can offer priests support and regard their gen-
erous efforts and human failings with understanding and
tender love. In this way, you are to priests like the home
of Bethany, where Jesus entrusted his weariness to Martha
and Mary, and, thanks to their care, was able to find rest
and refreshment.

There is another phrase that describes you. You
chose it for the theme of this convention: Siempre adelante!
Keep moving forward! Like you, I believe that this is a syn-
onym for the Christian vocation. For the life of every mis-
sionary disciple bears the impress of his or her vocation.
The voice of  the Lord invites his disciples to leave the
safety of their homeland and to begin the “holy journey”
towards the promised land of  encounter with him and
with our brothers and sisters. Vocation is an invitation to
go forth from ourselves, to rejoice in our relationship with
the Lord, and to journey along the ways that he opens up
before us.

Of course, we cannot make progress unless we
take a risk. We do not advance toward the goal if, as the
Gospel says, we are afraid to lose our lives (cf. Mt 16:25-
26). No ship would ever set out into the deep if  it feared
leaving the safety of the harbour. So too, Christians cannot
enter into the transforming experience of God’s love un-
less they are open to new possibilities, and not tied to their
own plans and cherished ways of doing things. Pastoral

structures can fall into this same temptation, being con-
cerned more with self-preservation than with adapting
themselves to the service of the Gospel.

On the other hand, when Christians go about
their daily lives without fear, they can discover God’s con-
stant surprises. They need but have the courage to dare,
not to let fear stifle their creativity, not to be suspicious of
new things, but instead to embrace the challenges which
the Spirit sets before them, even when this means changing
plans and charting a different course.

We can take as our inspiration Saint Junípero, as
he made his way, limping, towards San Diego to plant the
cross there! I fear those Christians who do not keep walk-
ing, but remain enclosed in their own little niche. It is bet-
ter to go forward limping, and even at times to fall, while
always trusting in the mercy of God, than to be “museum
Christians” who are afraid of change. Even though they
received a charism or vocation, instead of serving the eter-
nal newness of the Gospel, they are caught up in defend-
ing themselves and their own roles.

A vocation is a calling received from an Other. It
entails letting go of ourselves, setting out and placing our-
selves at the service of a greater cause. In humility, we be-
come co-workers in the Lord’s vineyard, renouncing every
spirit of possession and vainglory. How sad it is to see that
at times we, men and women of the Church, do not know
how to cede our place. We do not let go of our responsi-
bilities serenely, but find it hard to hand over to others the
works that the Lord had entrusted to us!

So you too, siempre adelante! With courage, cre-
ativity and boldness. Do not be afraid to renew your struc-
tures. Do not rest on your laurels, but be ever ready to try
new things. As in the Olympic Games, may you always be
ready to “pass the torch,” above all to future generations,
knowing that the flame is lit from on high, precedes our
response and exceeds our efforts. Such is the Christian mis-
sion: “One sows and another reaps” (Jn 4:37).

Dear brothers and sisters, I encourage you to be
true friends to seminarians and priests, showing your love
for them by promoting vocations and through prayer and
pastoral cooperation. Please, keep pressing forward! For-
ward in hope, forward with your mission, ever looking be-
yond, opening new horizons, making room for the young
and preparing the future. The Church and priestly voca-
tions need you. May Mary Most Holy, Mother of  the
Church and Mother of priests, be with you every step of
the way. And I ask you, please, to pray for me! %
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The following is the homily of  His Eminence, Beniamino Car-
dinal Stella, Prefect of  the Congregation for the Clergy, deliv-
ered to Serrans on June 23, 2017 at Saint Peter’s Basilica in
Vatican City, just before their audience with Pope Francis.

Dear Priests,
Dear brothers and sisters of Serra International,

The Solemnity of  the Sacred Heart of  Jesus,
which we celebrate today, has been described by Pope
Francis as “the feast of  God’s love, of  Jesus Christ…a feast we
celebrate with joy” (FRANCIS, Homily on the Solemnity of  the
Sacred Heart of  Jesus, 27 June 2014). 

Coming here to Rome for your International Con-
vention, gives you the op-
portunity to pause and to
contemplate the beauty of
Father’s love that flows
from the Heart of Christ,
touches us intimately,
transforms us and then
sends us out to anoint the world with the joy of the Gospel. 

I would like to reflect with you on the beauty of
the Heart of Jesus, listening to the invitation he makes to
us: to be joyous, to be creative, to be consolation for others. 

The Heart of  Jesus, where the love of  God for
mankind burns without ever being extinguished, invites us
above all to joy. In today’s Gospel, we see that Jesus re-
joices, exults in spirit and addresses the Father with a
prayer of praise, because the mystery of the Kingdom has
been heard and welcomed by the little ones. Jesus rejoices
because, be it even as small as a mustard seed, he sees that
the mission for which he was sent into the world is being
fulfilled: that everyone, even those who have been ex-
cluded until now or who hadn’t the means to understand,
can know the Father’s love, can be touched by it and
healed. No one is kept at a distance or excluded from the
Heart of God: it for this that Jesus rejoices. 

This is also the cause of  our joy: to know that
God’s Heart does not hesitate before our weakness but that
instead, as Pope Francis reminds us, it is precisely when
we experience failure, darkness and limitations that “the
needle of  his compass inevitably points, there we see a particular
‘weakness’ of  his love, which desires to embrace all and lose none”

(FRANCIS, Jubilee of  Priests, 3 June 2016). 
When the circumstances of our

life cast doubt over this invitation to joy –
as Pope Francis had occasion to say when
he canonized St. Junípero – we risk being
caught up in our daily routine and this
“can often lead us to a kind of glum apa-
thy which gradually becomes a habit, with
a fatal consequence: our hearts grow
numb” (FRANCIS, Homily for the Mass of
Canonization of  Junípero Serra, 23 Sept. 2015).

Therefore, we could say that the
Heart of Jesus invites us to be alert, cre-
ative and audacious. The Heart of  Jesus is in no way

numb but, on the con-
trary, is deeply involved
with the destiny of  each
person, weeping with
those who weep, rejoicing
with those who rejoice.

The Heart of Jesus beats with the passionate love for the
creature that has been given him by the Father. His only
desire is to reach each person, to reveal that it is by the Fa-
ther’s love that we can discover the beauty of life, and re-
alise that nothing is lost forever, that he can live by the
hope of joy without end. He is consumed by the desire to
awaken the hearts of  people from resignation, freeing
them from being prisoners of  evil, fear, rigidity, appear-
ances and conformism. 

Jesus tells of the Father’s love in a creative man-
ner by parables and images taken from the daily life of the
people, and he sets out boldly along the roads of Galilee
to announce the Kingdom of God, unafraid of the effort
it demands. It is a Heart that never loses inner joy even
when misunderstood or resisted; he is not deterred from
his mission, even when, in the terrible and dark days of
the Passion, fear threatens to have the upper hand. This is
how the Heart of  Jesus loves even to the total giving of
himself, to the offering of  his own life: because it is the
place of a love that is “limitless; it is never exhausted and
it never gives up” (FRANCIS, Jubilee of  Priests, 3 June 2016). 

Lastly, the Heart of Jesus invites us to be conso-
lation for those who are overburdened and oppressed.

Continued on next page

Serra’s Mission in the Church: 
“To show everyone the beauty of the Heart of Christ”

Beniamino 
Cardinal Stella,
Prefect of the 
Congregation 
for the Clergy

With your service, your cooperation in the
mission of the Church, but even more, with
your willingness to listen and to share, may

you be a place of rest for Priests.
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The love that flows from the Heart of  Jesus powerfully
challenges the culture of  indifference in which we are
caught up and that threatens to make us “anesthetized in-
dividualists.” It is a Heart that never rests, that never closes
itself  to the needs of our brothers and sisters. Instead, it is
profoundly moved and filled with compassion for all who
are beaten down in body or spirit, becoming for them a
font of consolation and healing. 

It is a “meek and humble” heart, as we have just
heard in the Gospel, that never imposes itself  on others,
never raises its voice to silence them, does not break the
wavering reed of human frailty, but, on the contrary, offers
itself  as a “place” in which all feel welcome, listened to
and find relief  for their burdens. Jesus never leaves us to
be conquered by resignation, by a sense of defeat or by in-
dividualism, but opens his Heart to the blows of human
life, the questions that arise in our hearts, the inner wounds
of the weak, and the hopes of the people. 

We can speak, therefore, of a Heart that is going
always going forward, “Siempre Adelante!” It never stops;
it seeks out the lost, raises the fallen, and offers rest to the
tired and oppressed. 

My dear brothers and sisters, your mission in the
Church is exactly this, to show to everyone the beauty of
the Heart of Christ, the boldness of his love, the rest he of-
fers when we are oppressed, the joy that (he can bring to)
our lives. You, who are members of Serra, who have cho-
sen to serve the Church by promoting priestly vocations
and dedicate yourselves to offering friendship and support
to priests, can learn from the Heart of Jesus. I encourage
you to be witnesses to the joy of the Gospel, so that every-
one, especially the young, can know how beautiful it is to
consecrate one’s life to the Lord. I invite you to be creative
in promoting initiatives for the support of vocations with-
out confining yourselves to what you have already done

and without fear of renewing yourselves, of changing and
finding new avenues and methods for the promotion of
vocations. Above all, I ask you to continue to be a conso-
lation for priests, offering them your friendship and your
support. 

Allow me to emphasize this one last aspect on
this day in which we celebrate the World Day of Sancti-
fication of Priests; I would encourage you to never tire of
praying for priests and offering them your sincere, discreet
and generous friendship. 

With your service, your cooperation in the mis-
sion of the Church, but even more, with your willingness
to listen and to share, may you be a place of rest for priests.
Pastors too need to be listened to, accompanied and en-
couraged, and you are called to receive them when they
are fatigued, to comfort them in the loneliness and defeat
that at times can burden them, and to anoint their wounds
with the oil of prayer and friendship. 

Pope Francis has remarked that the heart of  a
priest is like the Heart of Jesus: “No one is excluded from his
heart, his prayers or his smile” (FRANCIS, Jubilee of  Priests, 3
June 2016). It is in the same way that the brothers and sis-
ters of the Serra Club can live out their concern for priests:
let none of them be excluded from your heart, from your
prayer and from your smile! Like this, you will help them
to go forward! Going always forward, as your motto says.
You will help them to be shepherds with the Heart of
Christ and servants of joy in the world.

May Mary, the Most Holy Mother of Christ and
of the Church, grant that you have the same Heart as her
son; to be joyous and creative in the service of promoting
priestly vocations; to be a comfort, consolation and
strength for priests. May she, as a most attentive Mother,
guide us on our journey and intercede for us always. %

%
Serrans gathered before the iconic Altare della Cattedra for Mass  with
Cardinal Stella at St. Peter’s Basilica. Photo by Richard Arians



9the Serran | Vol. 64 No. 1

The following talk was delivered by Jorge Carlos Patrón
Wong, Archbishop-Bishop Emeritus of  Papantla, Secre-
tary for Seminaries, Congregation for the Clergy, at Serra’s
75th International Convention in Rome on June 24, 2017.

Iam very pleased to meet today with the members of
the Serra Club. I feel a strong bond with you because
of  my personal history and my pastoral duties.

Since I was a seminarian, in the Yucatán, a
group of  Serrans was a strong supporter of  the seminary.
They held their meetings in an area of    the building in-
tended for this purpose and were always ready to sup-
port the seminary in whatever manner they could, with
an ecclesial spirit, which was particularly admirable for
its generosity.

Later, as the rector of  the same seminary, it was
my turn to undertake two wonderful projects: that of  a
group of  Serra Club families who helped in the voca-
tional campaign of  the seminary and that of  a group of
young Serrans, who helped the seminary with new ini-
tiatives.

Already as bishop of  Papantla, Mexico, I en-
couraged the development of  several youth groups of
the Serra Club. Now, as Secretary for Seminaries of  the
Congregation for the Clergy, I again am pleased to note
a significant presence in my work of  the Serra Club,
which was the first institution to join the Pontifical So-
ciety for Priestly Vocations in 1951.

Therefore, I would like to draw upon my own
experience and my own musings regarding the charism
of  the Serra Club, to look forward with you toward the
future, with our point of  departure, as always, being con-
templation of  the Lord who calls us and sends us to
carry out a mission.

Vocation and mercy
Vocation finds its deep roots in God’s faithful-

ness. The person of  faith has a living, personal, and on-
going experience of  how God hears his prayer and
responds promptly. The prophet Isaiah reminds us when
he says: (The Lord) “will be most gracious to you when you
cry out; as soon as he hears he will answer you” (Is 30:19).

This message of  the loving faithfulness of  God
was announced by Jesus with words and works. They

express the fulfillment of  the prophecies of  the Old Tes-
tament and constitute the revelation of  the workings of
the very heart of  God: “When he saw the crowds, he had
compassion for them, because they were harassed and helpless,
like sheep without a shepherd” (Mt 9:36).

The certainty of  being under the merciful eyes
of  the Father, the compassion of  the Son and the healing
action of  the Holy Spirit, gives the believer great
strength. The disciple of  Jesus knows himself  to be com-
forted by the Lord in his way; He is able to face difficul-
ties: “I can do all things in him who strengthens me” (Phil.
4:13) and, at the same time, he is motivated to act com-
passionately towards others, crossing the frontiers of  cul-
ture, race and religion.

But the mercy of  Jesus is dynamic, so that,
moved by that compassion, he calls and sends his disci-
ples so that, in turn, they act with mercy in the midst of
the world. Thus, it furnishes two significant steps for the
vocational apostolate.

§ The first is the prayer for vocations, which
springs from the awareness that everything depends
upon the mercy of  God: “The harvest is plentiful, but the
laborers are few; pray therefore the Lord of  the harvest to send
out laborers into his harvest” (Mt 9:38).

§ The second step is the sending of the disci-
ples: Jesus “called to him his twelve disciples and gave them
authority over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal
every disease and every infirmity” (Mt 10:1). “These twelve
Jesus sent out” (Mt 10:5). It is striking that, from the be-
ginning, the Lord wanted to act with the help of  a group
of  coworkers, who he then called and sent.

Both actions are close enough in time, so that
it can be affirmed that the call of  Jesus is not possessive.
He calls them to send them, permeating life with that
admirable balance between communion and mission,
between intimacy and self-giving that characterizes the
nature of  the Church. 

The action of  Jesus who calls and sends con-
cludes with a beautiful watchword for his disciples: “You
received without pay, give without pay” (Mt 10:8). The ab-
solute gratuitousness of  God’s action, which responds
faithfully and without delay to the clamor of  his chil-
dren, is reflected and witnessed in the absolute gratu-

Continued on next page

Siempre Adelante, “Always Forward”:
The impulse of vocations
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itousness with which the disciples and missionaries of
Jesus give their lives in service to others.

The Serran Charism
If  we turn from contemplation of  the merciful

Jesus who freely calls and freely sends his disciples, it is
because these texts remind me of  the humble dedication
of  so many members of  the Serra Club. It is appropriate
to highlight, for a moment, that dedication.

§ I remember Serrans as witnesses of the faith,
happy people, trusting in the love of  God, vibrant mem-
bers of  their parish communities and able to live their
daily lives and their professional work according to
Gospel values; their personal and professional lives con-
sistent with their Christian faith.

§ Undoubtedly, Serrans pray for vocations. As
a seminarian, I was aware that they prayed for my voca-
tion and I am grateful to them for having stayed close to
the Seminary and me over the years with commendable
fidelity.

§ Having collaborated with various projects of
the Serra Club, I realize that each one in his own way,
placed at the service of  vocations and of  the seminary
the gifts and skills he had received from God. Some car-
ried this out from the point of  view of  their profession.
Others, especially the ladies, did this from their skills in
household work. Still others, for example, young people,
used their physical strength and their willingness to help
in whatever way they could. Watching the way that fam-
ilies, who put all their members at the service of  voca-
tions, was exemplary to me.

§ I have, in short, the heartfelt remembrance of
a service performed absolutely without counting the
cost, which is the sign of  a true apostolate. How often
the Serrans spend their own resources in favor of  the
Church and vocations! Without expecting anything in
return and with great readiness they put what they are
and what they have into this service.

Given this preparation, we can look at the
statutes of  the Serra Club to understand its objectives:

§ Encourage and support vocations to the
ministerial priesthood in the Catholic Church, as well
as a special vocation to the service and support of  the
priests in their sacred ministry.

§ Encourage and value vocations to conse-
crated life in the Catholic Church.

§ To help the members of  the Club to recognize

and respond, each in their own lives, to God’s call to ho-
liness in Jesus Christ, through the Holy Spirit.

It is worth noting the balance called for, be-
tween prayer for vocations and activity, typically by the
laity, helping and sustaining priests. There is also a bal-
ance between taking care of  one’s own vocation as a lay-
man and a member of  the Serra Club, and taking care
of  the vocation of  others.

The Serran Charism as an Ecclesial Ministry
There is a significant theological distinction be-

tween four types of  services and ministries that exist in
the Church. Although all have an identical dignity, they
are diverse in their quality. Let’s briefly approach a clas-
sification:

§ Spontaneous services. These are services that
any believer carries out impelled by his Christian con-
science. They do so spontaneously, and although they
are always performed based upon the spirit of  commun-
ion, they do not require any authorization from the
Church. Among these spontaneous services are the
works of  mercy. The importance of  spontaneous serv-
ices is that they show the dynamism of  faith in all cir-
cumstances and in all environments. They are a
significant factor in establishing credence for the Church
because they develop a vital and nourishing action in the
midst of  the world. All believers are called to perform
this type of  service, especially the laity.

§ Normal services. These are the works of  serv-
ice performed by a believer in a stable way, within a
Christian community, such as a parish, a school or an
ecclesial movement. These are people known in the
community, such as a catechist, a youth minister, a mar-
ried couple which organizes meetings with other couples
or those preparing for marriage, or the designate who
oversees parish works of  charity. This is no longer a
spontaneous action, but instead planned and organized
actions, in which calendars and schedules come into
play. In many Christian communities, a sending cere-
mony has been established, which makes these kind of
services quasi-official. The importance of  these normal
services is that they are carried out by people who di-
rectly influence their apostolate, in social and ecclesial
worlds, in a stable and committed way.

§ Instituted ministries. These are the ministries
that a Christian officially carries out, having been sent
by a community of  faith, through a rite of  institution.
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Universally these are the ministries of  reader and
acolyte, and also of  extraordinary ministers of  the Eu-
charist. Episcopal conferences may institute other min-
istries according to the needs of  their pastoral situations.
The instituted ministries have a concentrated character,
that is, they are carried out in one area of    the Church’s
mission. Those who exercise them require an “institu-
tion” on the part of  the Church. Instituted ministers
have the mission of  coordinating others who exercise
spontaneous or habitual services.

§ Ordained ministries. These ministries are
transmitted collegially through sacramental ordination.
They are the
ministry of
the deacon,
of  the priest,
and of  the
bishop. The
sacrament of
order entails a
total and definite consecration of  the person to the min-
istry of  the Church. Ordained ministries are universal
(for the whole Church) and global (they include all di-
mensions of  mission). In the Latin Church the episcopal
and priestly ministries are united to celibacy, which is
an expression of  this consecration and definiteness. Al-
though all ordained ministries are exercised within a
particular Church or diocese, ordination nevertheless re-
gards the Church as a whole.

The classification of  services and ministries
helps us to understand the theological and pastoral as-
pects of  the secular apostolate, and especially the apos-
tolate of  the Serra Club. Obviously, the work of  the
Serra Club is situated between spontaneous services and
normal services. It is clearly not among the instituted or
ordained ministries. This allows a great creativity and
adaptability to local realities, because these are services
very close to the social and pastoral reality. Using this
as our key we can return to the objectives of  the Serra
Club, to ask ourselves:

How are Serrans called to benefit and support
seminarians, priests and consecrated persons? If  you are
in doubt, a well-traveled path is that of  spontaneous ges-
tures and attitudes that spring forth from a person with
a clear Christian identity and a formed conscience. Tes-
timony of  life, prayer, sympathy, support, discretion, so-
licitude, delicacy, service, presence, closeness, solidarity,

collaboration ... Each of  those present could offer sev-
eral examples of  how, throughout their life, they have
put in practice works of  spontaneous service, based on
the Serran charism, in favor of  seminarians and priests,
becoming for them a point of  reference for the support
of  their vocation.

Some Serrans are able to perform normal serv-
ices, either within in the structures of  vocations ministry
or in some professional service to the seminary. This can
also be carried out following the indications made by the
Serra Club.

But there is one more objective of  the Club,
which has to
do with the
path of  sanc-
tity and the
vocation of
each Serran.
To illustrate
this point, I

would like to cite Mr. Dante Vannini, International Pres-
ident of  the Serra Club, who spoke at the recent Inter-
national Congress of  Vocation Ministry convened by the
Congregation for the Clergy on October 20. He said:

The lay person must, above all, be willing to make a
commitment to discover one’s personal vocation and mission,
listening promptly and readily to the Word of  God and of  the
Church; He must pray, frequent the Sacraments, meditate on
the Word of  God and put the gifts and talents received into the
service of  his own faith, in the various social and historical sit-
uations in which he is called to take part. Such a program, of
formation of  the laity, is, in itself, a true and authentic voca-
tional program.

These are words that spring from the experience
of  years involved in the mission of  the Serra Club and
highlight the spirit with which the apostolate is carried
out: that of  the witness of one’s faith and of a life of
holiness. Without this, the activity would be left empty
and without foundation. With this, any action that takes
place in favor of  vocations, even if  it seems humble,
anonymous and spontaneous, has a deeper meaning.

The renewal of charisms
A charism is a gift of the Holy Spirit given for

the good of the Church. Its essential characteristic is dy-
namism, that is to say, that element that ensures that it

Continued on next page

Because the work of the Serra Club lies somewhere 
between spontaneous and normal services, 

and not among the instituted or ordained ministries, 
this allows for a great creativity and adaptability 

to local realities.
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is always in movement. Jesus, in the Gospel, beautifully
describes the Holy Spirit as movement. He says: “The
wind blows where it wills, and you hear the sound of  it, but
you do not know whence it comes or whither it goes; so it is
with every one who is born of  the Spirit” (Jn 3:8). A spiritual
gift is not rigid, nor defined forever, nor does it need ex-
cessive legal structures to function. Above all, it is free,
agile, in a word, dynamic. But the evangelist goes on to
say: That happens to everyone born of  the Spirit. So this flex-
ibility and dynamism becomes a criterion for judging the
authenticity of  the experience of  the charism.

A first perspective to examine is the origin of
the charism.

Consider for a moment other institutions, for
example, the Missionaries of  Charity of  St. Teresa of
Calcutta. These sisters, as an institution and as individ-
uals, live embedded in realities of  extreme poverty and
marginalization. But they, as an institution, must con-
sider that the condi-
tions of  the
recipients of  their
mission change rap-
idly. Therefore, they
must always remain
aware of  new mani-
festations of  exclusion and abandonment, because the
Holy Spirit will undoubtedly push them there. It is es-
sential that they not lose contact with the poorest of  the
poor, because this is the “voice” of  the Holy Spirit who
has given rise to the charism. Discernment that corre-
sponds to the Institution does not suffice and it demands
that the sisters remain attentive to respond to needs.
Each religious must vibrate deeply with the needs of  the
poorest, because this behavior shows that the voice of
the Spirit resonates within.

It is interesting to observe the behavior of  some
religious congregations, who become “pilgrims” in their
eagerness to connect with the realities that originally
summoned them. For example, we might think of  a con-
gregation dedicated to the poor, moving within the city
to new transitional areas, which arise continuously, with-
out clinging to possessions or activities carried out in the
past. This mobility bears witness to a clear charismatic
and institutional identity.

We can also reflect on the charisms from the
perspective of  the recipients.

No charism is put into practice in the ether, but
is realized within a wider Christian community, which

is called a “particular church.” Various institutions, an-
imated by the Holy Spirit, carry a gift of  God that, in
some way, configures and completes the particular
church. Thus, those who carry this charism have the
grave responsibility of  enriching the diocesan commu-
nity with the spiritual gift they have received. If  this is
true, a deep link is established with the diocese, which
corresponds to the organ of  a living body. The different
charisms are like the hands, the eyes, or the nerves of
the diocese, to the degree that the diocese would lack an
important part if  this or that charism were taken away.

The consequence is clear. Charisms must be
adapted and reinterpreted based on diocesan realities,
responding to concrete needs and circumstances, which
are not the same in the various places where the institu-
tion is present. Consequently, whoever is a bearer of  a
charism has a responsibility to offer it fresh and renewed
for the good of  the particular church. Therefore, it is not

necessary to fear
that the charism
may develop in a dif-
ferent way in each
local reality, because
the gifts of  the Holy
Spirit possess this

multiform flexibility. Such development will be a sign of
the authenticity of  the charism.

The Renewal of the Serran Charism
Let us now synthesize what has been said to try

to put in place some guidelines for the renewal of  the
Serra Club. 

The first guideline is twofold, and refers to ori-
gin. It encompasses mercy, which is the origin of  all ac-
tions in favor of  vocations and, on the other hand, as the
Statutes of  the Club remind us, of  the reality of  semi-
narians, priests and consecrated persons.

§ The merciful glance. We said that Jesus
called his disciples and asked them to pray for the Lord
of  the harvest to send laborers into their fields. The
teaching of  the Church on the subject is very insistent
in indicating that prayer is the soul of  vocation ministry.

If  we want to discover a deeper perspective, we
can keep in mind the person of  Jesus in the text of  Matt.
9:36: “When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them,
because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a
shepherd.”  Every Serran should feel this compassion in
heart and mind. His gaze must extend to the multitudes,

The renewal of the Serran charism demands 
a spiritual dynamism and mercy that transforms 

all aspects of the complex temporal realities 
in the life of a lay person.



he must gauge his tiredness and helplessness, and he
must desire, with all his heart, that pastors arise to work
in the harvest of  the Lord. Here is the first term of  con-
version and, therefore, renewal of  the Serra Club. 

Compassion immediately links us to God,
whose most essential element is mercy. He who is three
times holy is merciful. Let us strive for his mercy and,
as the recent jubilee reminded us, to be merciful as the
Father, is without a doubt a way of  sanctification. What
a privilege and joy! To be able to reproduce from the hu-
mility of  our lives the merciful gaze of  Jesus, source of
all vocation. And from the depth of  a spiritual life
marked by love, carry out the works that are convenient
and are in concert with the brothers and sisters of  the
Club.

As you can see, the renewal of  the Serran
charism demands a spiritual dynamism ... a wind that
moves ... that cannot be controlled ... a fire that burns
... a torrent of  water that floods all aspects of  life. This
is especially important when it comes to lay people, be-
cause the lay faithful carry out their discipleship and
missionary life immersed in temporal realities, in con-
texts such as family, profession and business. Mercy is a
gift that spills over and transforms all of  that complex
reality, putting into play the creative force of  God’s love.

§ Priestly and consecrated vocations. At the
origin of  the Serra Club are the recipients of  our mis-
sion: priestly vocations, aid to priests and consecrated
persons. It is important that in the Church there are lay
faithful who have this sensitivity, which springs sponta-
neously from the Christian life itself. Pastores Dabo Vobis
says: “Vocation, in a certain sense, defines the very being of
the Church, even before her activity. In the Church’s very name,
ecclesia, we find its deep vocational aspect, for the Church is
a “convocation,” an assembly of  those who have been called”
(PDV, 35).

In this assembly of  those called, who enjoy the
same dignity, priestly vocation has special relevance, be-
cause in the election and formation of  the ministers the
future of  the whole community is at play. “The priestly
vocation is a gift from God. It is undoubtedly a great good for
the person who is its first recipient. But it is also a gift to the
Church as a whole, a benefit to her life and mission. The
Church, therefore, is called to safeguard this gift, to esteem it
and love it” (PDV, 41).

Safeguarding, esteeming, and loving priestly vo-
cations has a profound meaning for every Christian. It
is a sensitivity that should be present in every believer

and Christian family. Such an appreciation of  vocations
is a very important part of  the culture of  vocations. The
Serran, singled out from their origin and in their Statutes
for this purpose, thus becomes a prophecy for the whole
Church and particularly in the secular environments in
which they interact daily.

With the two elements mentioned: mercy and
consecrated vocations, the framework of  spiritual re-
newal of  the Serra Club is established. Let all its mem-
bers make a living and personal experience of  mercy,
and moved by charity, which is the love of  God, guard,
esteem and love priestly and consecrated vocations:  A
whole path laid out for spiritual life and holiness!

The second guideline refers to the recipients
and is also twofold. It includes a universal vision of  vo-
cations, which includes attitudes and actions that all Ser-
rans must cultivate and, as a counterpart, the most
varied aspects that the service of  the Club can have, con-
sidering the reality of  dioceses and parishes.

The same paragraph of  Pastores Dabo Vobis gives
the step towards vocational activity: The Church “is re-
sponsible for the birth and development of  priestly vocations.
Consequently, the pastoral work of  promoting vocations has as
its active agents, as its protagonists, the ecclesial community as
such, in its various expressions: from the universal Church to
the particular church and, by analogy, from the particular
church to each of  its parishes and to every part of  the People
of  God” (PDV, 41).

§ Actions and attitudes of Serrans. A univer-
sal outlook must be considered in the renewal of  the
Serran. This is the role of  the International Council that
has convened this Congress. It is always helpful to draw
lines of  institutional renewal that can make the members
of  the Club vibrant in different latitudes, nationalities
and cultures. At this moment I would like to highlight
some actions and attitudes that, from my own pastoral
experience, I dare to suggest at a general level:

§ From the point of  view of  chronological age.
Aging is an objective fact that is imperative to face. The
renewal of  the Serran charism necessarily treats the
“convocation” of  younger people who, logically, have
different sensitivities. We can discuss two concrete mod-
els: middle-age couples, whose children are actively
considering their vocational choice. In their quality as
parents of  a family, they can form their children as a
family vocation ministry and seminary. I also think of
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young people who participate in faith-based groups,
who have even considered the call of  God, and can col-
laborate from this experience in vocations ministry and
priestly formation, always with a view towards supporting
and sustaining vocations. You should not be afraid of  this
generational change. We must look to the new genera-
tions with love and trust, placing their future in the
hands of  God. On certain occasions there will be a col-
laboration between the old Serra Club and these new
groups; At other times, as Moses did, the mission will
be to encourage these new generations from afar, sus-
taining them with spiritual support, even at the cost of
dying. But I consider the choice for a renewal according
to chronological age to be fundamental.

§ From the point of  view of  the activities to de-
velop.You know well that each member of  the Club has
worked tirelessly for vocations, using their own particu-
lar capabilities and preparation. Some have been offering
attentiveness and small works of  service; others, from
their professional expertise; others being able to use the
powers which they achieved because of  their offices in
business or politics.
Not everyone has
done the same. It is
therefore appropri-
ate to allow new
generations also to
put in practice their charism in unique or new ways, ac-
cording to their economic condition, their professional
preparation and their perceptions. This shows a broad
horizon of  creativity. An important part of  the national
and international conventions of  the Club would be to
listen with satisfaction to the testimonies of  creativity in
action in favor of  vocations. Whenever we have opened
this door with generosity, we have been favorably sur-
prised by the results.

§ Finally, from the point of  view of  communi-
cation. Today we realize that access to social networks
is not a matter of  age. Children and young people cer-
tainly have more ability to do this. But, there are many
grandparents who, motivated by the love of  their grand-
children, have learned to use WhatsApp and Twitter. It
is not necessary to wait for the slow mechanism of  the
international conventions, to learn of  innovations that
the spirit circulates in the Serra Club. The idea that the
Spirit blows where He wants, and you do not know where He
comes from, or where He goes, can be effectively applied to

the subject of  communication. Do not be afraid to lose
control and to allow a smooth, pleasant and enthusiastic
communication of  the innovative techniques which de-
velop in the Club.

§ Concentration within the particular Church.
If  we return once more to the aforementioned paragraph
of Pastores dabo vobis, it contains, at the end, an invitation
to plan the pastoral care of  vocations in more concrete
areas: “from the universal Church to the particular church
and, by analogy, from the particular church to each of  its
parishes and to every part of  the People of  God” (PDV, 41).
The renewal of  the Serra Club is necessarily due to its
deep and generous attachment to the local sphere, that
is, to a diocese and even to the parishes. Some guidelines
can be pointed out in this regard:

§ The vocational and formative reality of  the
diocese. Promoting the Serra Club will be different in a
diocese with a seminary versus one without. Activities
will be profoundly different, as is the organization of  the
diocese. The shortage of  vocations may be a reality, or
the lack of  economic resources for training seminarians.

The renewal of  the
Serra Club must go
through a realistic
and at the same time
affectionate analysis
of  the diocesan real-

ity, so that the Spirit can lead the Serran to render serv-
ices that are really necessary in the particular Church. It
is not a question of  repeating patterns of  the past, much
less of  importing models from other places, but of  re-
sponding generously to the needs that arise in each
place.

§ The state of vocational culture. The develop-
ment of  a vocational culture is very different in the var-
ious particular Churches. The ideal of  guarding, loving
and esteeming the gift of  priestly vocation is sometimes very
distant for the people of  God and even more for society.
In this case, it will be necessary to begin humbly, perhaps
to confront prejudices, to make known, to bear witness
... that is to say, favoring other, more humble actions that
will help, little by little, so that the particular church
manages to strengthen its vocational culture. You prob-
ably have to start with the very members of  the Club and
their families, or help, to this end, in the parishes where
they participate every Sunday. It is useful to well remem-
ber that vocational culture is fragile, easily lost and that

Do  not be afraid of generational change. I consider
the choice for a renewal according to chronological

age to be fundamental.
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it is necessary to continually promote it.
§ The practice of  programming and evalua-

tion. An institution renews and changes as it plans and
evaluates. Planning is vitally necessary for a group en-
deavoring to deal with a new situation, trying to con-
front a new reality from within. There is thus a link
between openness to the vocational reality of  the dio-
cese, planning, and the dynamism of  the Spirit. The
Spirit moves when actions are planned, even in very di-
verse ways, depending on the circumstances, but they
show that the Serra Club is alive and offers a true evan-
gelizing service. On the other hand, the discipline of
evaluation helps us not to absolutize successes, but to
proceed always with great humility, saying, as good
workers of  the Gospel: “We are unworthy servants; we have
only done what was our duty” (Lk 17:10). This Gospel
verse is interesting because of  its balance, while recog-
nizing the “uselessness” of  servants, it also recognizes the
enormous dignity of  those who, in fact, have done “what
they should do.” Thus, a true re-creation of  the charism
concentrated in an action carried out with humility and
truth. 

Vocational impetus
The theme of  this convention, Siempre Adelante,

“Always Forward,” has a deep meaning as a renewal of
the charism of  the Serra Club. It is not a question of  rais-
ing the fallen banner, as it would be in the context of
military heroism, but dedicating all of  our means given
by the Holy Spirit to animate, vivify, transform and
renew each club in the concrete reality of  a particular
church.

The subtitle is also interesting: “the impulse of
vocations.” It reminds us that the source, the vital en-
ergy, the motor of  the renewal of  the Serra Club is the
call to the sanctity that has been received by each of  its
members and is stimulated by membership in the Club.

I can only wish that all those present experience
the gentle breeze of  the presence of  God and the discreet
and effective encouragement of  the movement of  the
Holy Spirit. I also must express the gratitude of  many
priests and consecrated persons who, since our adoles-
cence and youth, have felt supported by the Serrans, who
encourage us to always go forward with a new voca-
tional impulse. %

www.serraspark.org
Designed with Vocation Directors in mind

Useful for Serrans, too!

Bought to you by the U.S. Council of  Serra International, 
SPARK is a free online collection of best-practices tools 

in religious vocations ministry, as curated from parishes, dioceses, 
and religious orders around North America.

Whether you’re recruiting potential priests, sisters, deacons, nuns, or brothers, SPARK can
help. Nearly two dozen vocations ministry tools are featured. Visit www.serraspark.org today!
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Definitely Worth the Wait!
Over 600 Serrans and their family members woke
up early on June 23 to board buses to the Vatican

for Mass with Beniamino Cardinal Stella at St.
Peter’s Basilica followed by a private audience

with Pope Francis at Aula Paola VI. 
ABOVE: Serrans took on cobblestone streets and
90-degree weather in dress clothes while waiting

to get through security. BELOW RIGHT: Serra USA
Programs VP Richard Arians and Serra International
Trustee Margo Geddie are happy to be on the other

side of the metal detectors.
RIGHT: The Holy Father shakes hands with Steve

Zabicki, III, Serra Club of Baltimore.
BELOW: At St. Peter’s, the Divine Paraclete shines
down upon Orange County Serran Pat Manzo and

Serra USA Communications VP Nancy Gibson.
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TOP: A few Serrans, including board members and representatives of the organization’s nine councils, got the chance
to shake the Holy Father’s hand, but the excitement throughout the audience was palpable. ABOVE LEFT: Pope Fran-
cis bids farewell to the crowd, including two lucky families with toddler girls who got special blessings from the pontiff.
ABOVE RIGHT: Serra Council of Italy President and Convention Chairman Emanuele Costa greets Pope Francis.
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CLOCKWISE FROM RIGHT: Thai Serrans at the
Arch of Constantine; Canadian Serrans at the

Colosseum; Past Serra International presidents;
Colorado Springs Serran Eleanor Gentilini cuts a

bright figure at St. Peter’s; Past President
Chainarong Monthienvichienchai, President

Vannini, speaker Sister Maria Gloria Riva, Var-
varo Carlo, and Serra Italy Council President

Emanuele Costa pose for a photo.
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ABOVE: There was not a dry eye in San Sebastiano Fuori le Mura
Basilica when Serra International Executive Director John Liston
and Volha Rieksts were married on June 26, the morning after the
convention concluded. Over 100 Serrans attended their wedding. 
ALSO ON THIS PAGE: The convention was a marvelous opportu-
nity for Serrans from all over the world to unite in fellowship and
joy.



The following speech was delivered by outgoing Serra Inter-
national President Dante Vannini at Serra’s 75th Interna-
tional Convention in Rome on Saturday, June 24, 2017.

His Eminence, Cardinal Benjamin Stella, excel-
lencies, reverend priests, honored guests and
all dear Serrans gathered in this important

Convention, my best greetings on behalf  of  the Serrans
around the world which is an honor to represent as In-
ternational President.

Today, I have reached the end of  my mandate,
and in this past year, I have had the opportunity to con-
firm the cohesion of  Serrans everywhere regardless of
cultural differences and continents, they remain commit-
ted to the principles of  our mission.

After being appointed to my position at the St.
Louis Convention, I had the pleasure of  visiting many
clubs, however, even with all my good efforts, I was not
able to accept all the invita-
tions, so I ask you to excuse
me, because without the
gift of  ubiquity I could not
bilocate. 

Where it was pos-
sible, I participated in nu-
merous events especially in Italy where shorter distances
made it easier for me to attend. 

Among the most important events of  my pres-
idency, one in particular, was my testimony about Serra
International at the International Congress of  the Con-
gregation for the Clergy, which thanks to the kindness
of  His Eminence Beniamino Cardinal Stella and His Ex-
cellency Archbishop Jorge Patron Wong, I was able to
share with an audience including four cardinals, over 40
bishops, many rectors of  seminaries and priests the mis-
sion of  Serra at the service of  the Holy Church. The
Congress’ outstanding finale was a private audience with
the Holy Father; a very exciting moment for me was to
greet His Holiness on my birthday.

My visit to the Serrans in Brazil, in November,
surprised me by the large participation of  our brothers
at the Sanctuary of  Aparecida. Affonso Iannone, Past

International President gave a wonderful testimony of
the vitality of  Serra in Brazil as he led 800 attendees to
the shrine.

Afterwards, my itinerary around the Serra
world took me to Phoenix, Arizona where together with
the members of  the International Board, attended the
Rally of  the Serra’s National Council for United States.

I am very grateful to Thomas Wong, Past Inter-
national President for inviting me to visit the Serra Clubs
of  Hong Kong and Macao. I was honored to meet with
John Cardinal Tong Hon and to realize how much he
values Serra’s assistance to the priests, the religious and
consecrated persons in that community.

On my return to Italy from Hong Kong, I vis-
ited the Serra Club in Bangalore, India. Here, I had a
wonderful surprise as I attended Mass with over 2,500
faithful. This is an extraordinary event in a country
where Catholics are a small minority. On this occasion,
I had the pleasure of  presenting 14 membership pins to

new Serrans. For an event
of  such scale in India, we
must recognize the great
job carried out by Club
President, and Serra Inter-
national Board of  Trustees

member, Jeanette D’Souza.
I will always remember my friends from

Toronto, Canada for their warm welcome, and for the
annual Ordinandi Dinner. This event is perhaps one of
the most important accomplishments our organization
has done for 700  high school students, and almost 2,000
guests at the gala dinner. Cardinal Thomas Christopher
Collins has given significant importance to the growth
of  the Serra Council in Canada. We should be very
grateful to Mario Biscardi for organizing this annual
event, and who in 2018 will become the next Interna-
tional President.

The proximity of  Toronto to Chicago allowed
me to visit the Serra International headquarters. The
courtesy and hospitality of  Executive Director John Lis-
ton and the staff  allowed me to appreciate the adminis-
trative activity and approach for Serra International, the
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The State of Serra

Serrans everywhere, regardless 
of cultural differences and continents, 

remain committed to the principles 
of our mission.



Serra International Foundation and the National Coun-
cil of  the United States. 

Dear friends in Serra, just like the early Chris-
tians, we too must be of  one heart and one soul trusting
in God’s guidance as we plan programs for our organi-
zation. Let us work on our creativity, visibility and ef-
fectiveness; although difficult in a secularized world, we
must continue the mission of  the laity at the service of
the Holy Church.

We must include the young in our clubs to se-
cure our future and no one is better than youth to ac-
complish it. We need their enthusiasm, energy and
innovation. Adaptation is a must because life and time
march on and we cannot stand by. 

Dearest friends, before I finish, I would like to
thank many of you who in the course of this year helped
me achieve many tasks, perhaps some of them beyond my
capacity, yet trying with all my might to accomplish them.

My deepest appreciation to His Eminence Car-
dinal Benjamin Stella, for his friendship toward Serra,
His Excellencies Archbishop Jorge Patron Wong, Arch-
bishop Antonio Buoncristiani, Archbishop of  Siena,
Colle di Val d’Elsa and Montalcino who accompanied
me to Rome. My appreciation to Cesare Gambardella
for his commitment and professionalism for making this
convention a success. Also, many thanks to all the Ser-
rans that helped me along the way, and who along with
Cesare contributed to this event, and to Daniel Jones to
whom I will be passing the torch.

Lastly, I would like to especially thank my wife
Nicoletta and my daughters Rosanna and Paola, who
are here, for their support and share of  sacrifices.

Mary, Mother of  Vocations, St. Junípero Serra,
St. Catherine of  Siena and St. Bernardino of  Siena, pray
for us. %
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The following speech was delivered by in-
coming Serra International President
Daniel Jones at the Serra International
Convention banquet on June 24, 2017 in
Rome.

Sometimes in life, we need to
stop and just go back to the
basics of  what we are doing

— like in education: reading, writing, and arithmetic; or
with our faith: the Ten Commandments, and the love of
God and neighbors as our basic rules. With Serra, the
basics are our two main objectives of  promoting, invit-
ing, encouraging, and affirming first the priesthood and
religious life; and third, promoting our own holiness.
Now we all know that with the first two objectives, Ser-
rans do many great activities and events in these areas!
Starting, of  course, with praying for and supporting our
priests and religious in any way we can, including finan-
cially. We host priest appreciation dinners; seminarian
dinners and picnics; sisters brunches or fun runs; indi-
vidual dinners with priests, seminarians and religious,
including invitations to our homes (to name just a few).
But is there something more we need to do?

Early in 2017, one of  the readings came from
John 1:“In the beginning was the Word and the Word
was with God, and the Word was God.”

For some reason that struck me in an interest-
ing way and the word that kept coming to mind was
“ASK.” The word could have been “invite,” “promote,”
“encourage,” or other words with the same meaning, but
it was “ASK.” 

“ASK” is a mysterious word with so many
meanings and innuendos. We may:

ASK - to seek information•
ASK - to get agreement•
ASK – to get affirmation•
ASK - to get help•
ASK - to get an opinion•
ASK - to get action•

Although Serrans perform many great affirma-
tion activities, I feel we do not ASK enough. What do I
mean by that? What questions should Serrans be asking?
I have identified three ASKS for Serrans:

The first ASK is to ask our youth (and maybe
our middle-aged as well): ‘Have you considered the priest-
hood or religious life?’ From the time a child begins to
understand God, shouldn’t we be asking, “What does
God want of  you?” Or as Fr. Ralph O’Donnell said in
his presentation this last February at the Serra USA
Council Rally in Phoenix: maybe instead of  asking our
youth what they want to be when they grow up ,we
should ask them, “What does God want you to do or be
when you grow up?” We should be planting the seeds at
all ages of  our youth and young adults. Is God asking
you to the priesthood or religious life? I have heard nu-
merous seminarians say, ‘I was asked three, four, five
times: ‘Have you considered the priesthood?’” About the
seventh time they finally began to think, “Maybe I am
being called and worthy to live my life as a priest.”

Numerous priests have said, “God is not calling
fewer people to the priesthood; fewer people are listening
with an open mind and loving heart.” There is a pro-
gram called Focus 11 which proposes that the best times
to ask youth about priesthood and religious life are at
age 11 and when they are in 11th grade. On the other
hand, several colleges and parishes have best practice
programs to keep young adults involved with our
Church and grow their faith. As Archbishop Oscar
Romero said in one of  his prayers: “We plant seeds that
one day will grow. We water seeds already planted,
knowing that they hold future promise. We lay founda-
tions that need further development. We produce yeast
that produces far beyond our capabilities.”

The second ASK is for membership in Serra.
Serra, like all non-profit organizations, is seeing a de-
crease in membership. Until proven otherwise, the best
way to increase membership is to ASK. Whom should
you ask? Let’s start with your spouse. The Bible says in
marriage you leave your father and mother and become
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one with your spouse. Women have not always been a
part of  Serra, but in 1985 Serra became smarter realizing
that mothers are one of  the most influential factors with
men becoming priests and women becoming nuns. 

Family members are a great ASK — including
family members of  priests and sisters. Daily Mass par-
ticipants and those who regularly attend Eucharistic
adoration are good ASKS, because of  their love of  the
Eucharist. Parishioners who are active and leaders in
your parish make good Serrans. ASK your pastor for
three or four names of  people who would make good
Serrans. The 45- to 60-
year-old age group are
good ASKS because their
families are a little older
and they have more time.
Also, ASK leaders in
your community Serra
does and will always need new leaders. 

The third ASK is to ask ourselves how can we
be more Holy. Or, as Mathew Kelly of  Dynamic
Catholic says over and over, “How can we be the best
version of  our selves each day?” 

Our Catholic Church has given us many great
tools to do just that. We see many Serrans at daily Mass
and at adoration of  the Blessed Sacrament. Last year at
the St. Louis convention, Patty Schneier said, “This is
where we go to see God.” Bishop Andrew Cozzens chal-
lenged all Serrans to spend at least one hour a week in
adoration. 

We must not forget our Blessed Mother in
prayer, especially the Rosary. In my youth, I said the
Rosary sometimes, and maybe less frequently as an
adult. Then a few years ago when Sean Yeo was presi-
dent of  Serra International during a challenging time,
he asked that Serrans pray 40 days of  the Rosary for
healing. Well, since we are all creatures of  habit, that
habit was established in my life. So now rarely a day
goes by without this prayer.

Spiritual reading (with of  course the Bible or
other religious literature) is a must. Another Matthew
Kelly suggestion to read five pages of  spiritual literature
a day is an excellent habit; in the course of  a year you
will have read many books about our faith. Or read an

entire Gospel in one sitting. 
It is said that one hour of  silence with the Lord

is as much as all the books you can read in a year. So
quiet time with Lord is a must! Since we are all sinners,
confession or reconciliation should be considered a
monthly activity. 

This just lists a few of  the activities that can
help us be the best version of  ourselves each day – as-
suming, of  course, that prayer is a part of  every day in
our lives.

In summary, let us as Serrans ASK more men
and women to consider
the priesthood and reli-
gious life; ASK more
men and women to join
Serra, and ASK how we
can be the best version
of ourselves each day.

Remember Mathew 7:8: ”Everyone who asks
receives; and the one who seeks finds; and to the one
who knocks, the door will be opened.”

But we all know that God doesn’t always give
us what we ask for as we might desire or in the time
frame that we are thinking. This was best said by an un-
known Confederate soldier who once said:

I asked God for strength that I might achieve.
I was made weak that I might learn humbly to obey.
I asked God for health that I might do great things.
I was given infirmity that I might do better things.
I asked for riches that I might be happy.
I was given poverty that I might be wise.
I asked for power that I might have the praise of  men.
I was given weakness that I might feel the need of  God.
I asked for all things that I might enjoy life.
I was given life that I might endure all things.
I got nothing I asked for
But everything I had hoped for…
Almost despite myself  my unspoken prayers were answered.
I am among all men most richly blessed! %

d.jones168@frontier.com
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Below is Past Serra International President Chainarong
Monthienvichienchai’s keynote address at Serra’s 75th Inter-
national Convention in Rome, delivered on Friday, June 23,
2017.

It is a privilege and honour for me to reflect with you
this afternoon on SIEMPRE ADELANTE – The
Courage of Vocation, the main theme for our inter-

national convention this year, as we meet in the Eternal
City, the City of  the Pope, to celebrate and contemplate
the mystery of  God’s calling, the life and the mission of
Serra.

My sharing today will be mainly based on my
experiences as a Serran in Asia for the past 30 years. As
witness, I brought with me here from Thailand those
who have been called to priesthood; those who have been
called to religious life; and lay men and women who have
been called to the lay apostolate. 

In my talk, I will begin by inviting you to con-
sider the different types of  God’s callings that we experi-
ence and encounter. Then, we will turn to Jesus, the One
who calls us.

I will then address the Church, the Body of
Christ, made up of  men and women who have been
called to share in the redemptive mission of her Lord and
her Head, Jesus Christ.

Throughout my reflection, I will always keep in
mind how we, as Serrans, could be agents of  promoting
and fostering vocations in our homes and in the Church.
We will certainly include our mission and challenges.

Different Types of God’s Callings
One of  the most famous stories in the Bible

about a calling is the one about the prophet Samuel.  The
young boy, sleeping in a religious shrine, hears someone
calling his name in the middle of  the night.  He assumes
that it is the priest, Eli, for whom he works, and he runs
to see what the old fellow wants.  But it wasn’t Eli.  This
happens a couple of times until Eli figures it out, and tells
the boy to stay still and listen in case the voice calls again,
because it is actually God’s voice, not a human one.

Another story, almost as well known, concerns
the call of  the prophet Isaiah.  While attending a cere-

mony in the temple,
he has a vision of
God, mighty and
glorious, surrounded
by wonderful angelic
creatures.  

God says,
“Whom shall I
send?   Who will go
for us?” And Isaiah,
no doubt terrified,
still had the courage
to respond.  As it
was written: And I
said, ‘Here I am, send
me’” (Is 6:8).

Then there was Moses, whom many have taken
as a pattern of  vocation. The record of  God’s calling of
Moses is a lot longer than the record of  His calling of
any other person in the Bible. 

Actually, in my opinion, Moses was probably
the first complete, qualified, and perfected servant of
God in history; and as such, he is the standard model of
God’s servant, and God’s calling of  him set the standard
for His calling of  all His servants.

First of  all, God didn’t call Moses when he was
young; even when he was 40 years of  age, Moses was still
not qualified to serve God and accomplish His purpose.
At 40 years old Moses was still a strong man, educated
in all the knowledge and culture of  Egypt, and ready to
do something for the Lord out of  his own initiative.

But, when he killed an Egyptian who was beat-
ing a Hebrew, the word spread, and he had to flee for his
life. The highly educated Moses ran to the wilderness and
lived there for several years.

In hindsight, we can clearly see that God put
Moses aside for a period of  time, and in this time Moses
lost everything: he lost his position, his possessions, and
most of  all, he lost his confidence, his future, his interest,
and his goal.

Most likely Moses thought that he was the last
person God would call to deliver His people from Egypt.
All he did in the wilderness was to tend to his father-in-
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law’s sheep, and even these sheep were not his. Yet,
rather than give up, Moses carried on. 

God appeared to Moses and called him. God
called Moses in the wilderness, not in one of  the palaces
of  Egypt. He had taken Moses away from any distrac-
tion, and God emptied him of  anything that would pre-
occupy him. That was the purpose of  his exile.

The way God called Moses is very interesting,
and the details the Bible gives us concerning Moses’ call-
ing are not accidental but very significant. At one point
as he was shepherding the sheep, Moses went to the “far
side of  the wilderness,” a sign of  being discontent with
his present situation. 

And there God appeared to him on holy ground
— a land untouched by man and with no human inter-
ference, from within the burning thorn bush that did not
consume itself.

This is what I mean when I say Moses was the
first complete, qualified, and perfected servant of  God in
history. He is the standard model of  God’s servant, and
God’s calling of  him is the standard for His calling of  all
His servants. In principle, we all need to be prepared and
called the way Moses was.

In our Christian experience there are some oc-
casions when we are discontented and dissatisfied with
our life situation – be it our job, our income, and even
with our marriage. This dissatisfaction turns us to go to
the “far side” like Moses. 

It is when we are at the far side of  our situation,
when we are empty, that we can make room for God to
enter and call us. God allows us to be discontented and
dissatisfied with our community, our church life, our
family life, or our work situation. Therefore we go to the
“far side” to sulk or see what is there. We may think that
our progress in our occupation, pleasure, family life, or
our possessions will satisfy us, but in the end they don’t
entirely.

We are travelling, caring for our own things, or
for another’s things – as Moses did, in the
wilderness. God is also travelling, seeking to meet us at
the far side of  the wilderness. Praise the Lord, He leads
us to the place where He can meet us and call us. But
from our end, what we need is the courage to listen and
answer His call.

At this point, we may say that God’s calling
does not always come in the way it came to Moses out
of  a burning bush, or the voice of  God telling Abraham

to leave everything he knew behind to go to a new and
entirely unknown land, or the angel Gabriel telling Mary
that she was with child whose “kingdom shall have no
end,” or the bright light and thundering voice of  the risen
Jesus calling Paul into his lifelong mission. From these
accounts, we can get the impression that God’s call is
generally a pretty dramatic thing. 

Usually that is not the case. Very often, the place
of  God’s calling is within us. Usually an inner attraction,
or at least a desire, but more than that, there is a choice
on the part of  the individual based on the realization that
the priesthood or religious life is a more perfect life. In
other words, God calls us from within; a still, small voice
of  calm.

The Story of an Indonesian Priest
I know of  a priest in Indonesia, the most popu-

lous Muslim country in the world. The priest is a
Catholic convert who was born into a Muslim family.
When he entered the normal phase of  teenage rebellious-
ness, he decided in his heart that being a priest was the
last thing he’d ever do.

However the inner Voice in him wouldn’t go
away. God clearly called him from within.  Like the Bib-
lical Jonah, he tried to escape from it, but everything he
tried to do with his life just didn’t feel right.  Finally – as
an adult with a girlfriend – he bit the bullet, went to the
seminary of  his diocese and applied.  And was summar-
ily rejected by a seminary’s screening committee. Yet, the
experience convinced him more than ever that his call
was genuine.  

Despite her personal interest in the matter, his
girlfriend encouraged him.  She suggested that he could
apply in a different diocese, even though it meant a move
and a change of  jobs.

So that is what he did with courage – and the sem-
inary in the other diocese immediately snapped him up.

He completed seminary formation, was or-
dained, and has always gone forward ever since — never
looking back. At his ordination, his Muslim parents
walked in procession with him at the beginning of  the
Eucharistic celebration and bestowed upon him their
blessing. Incidentally, on that day, his brother and sister
were baptized. A few years later, both of  his parents con-
verted. 

That all took place about two decades ago.
Today he is the pastor of  a parish. His vocation is unfold-
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ing as it should. God called him from within.
I think you would agree with me that nowadays

God’s call usually comes subtly. It is not necessary dra-
matic but often quite ordinary and capable of being taken
more than one way.   Maybe it’s a “call,” maybe not;
sometimes it’s hard to tell.  Most often it is an ambiguous
thing that needs to be examined, and thought upon, and
prayed about.

It is our belief  that God calls absolutely every-
body, including each and every one of  us in this room...
to something.  Pope Francis told the large congregation
at the World Youth Day in Rio de Janeiro that before we
are even born, God has a plan and purpose for each one
of  us, and it is our most important duty in life to find out
what that is, and then to become it and to have the
courage to choose to do it.

The fact that you have a sense of  God’s calling
does not automatically mean that it is a call to priest-
hood.  It might be a call to become a religious, a person
of  prayer; it might be a call to go into public life and
make the world a better place; it might be a call to teach
and be a positive influence on children – who would
grow up to be the next president or prime minister. It
might simply be a call to be just a little nicer to your hus-
band or your wife.  For most of  us in this room, I am sure
we are called to serve Him by promoting and fostering
vocation to the priesthood and religious life. 

And because this is a Serra international con-
vention about God’s call to the priesthood and religious
life, therefore, from this moment on, I will focus on the

Priestly Calling by turning to Jesus, the One who calls
us. I will also turn to the Church, the Body of  Christ,
made up of  men and women like us who have been
called to share in the redemptive mission of her Lord and
her Head, Jesus Christ.

Jesus, the One Who Calls Us
Last year, the Serra Council of  Thailand hosted

the 18th Serra Asian Convention. Serra International
President Tim O’Neill and some of the past international
presidents as well as Executive Director John Liston
graced us with their presence after a very long, long flight
across the Pacific Ocean. 

The guest of  honour was the Archbishop of
Manila, Cardinal Luis Antonio Tagle, one of  the world’s
youngest cardinals. We had a group photo and the open-
ing ceremony. 

Because the Thai Serrans join the Serra’s global
rosary prayer for vocations every month, the opening of
the convention was officiated by His Eminence by releas-
ing the balloon rosary.

At the Opening Mass, His Eminence Cardinal
Tagle told us about his Episcopal motto, “Dominus Est! It
is the Lord!” which was also the theme of our convention.

He explained that this exclamation was drawn
from the account of  the risen Christ’s appearance to
some of  his apostles at the Sea of  Tiberias as recounted
in John 21.

Simon Peter planned to go out fishing and the
rest joined him. Together they were like the fragile
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Church embarking on its mission. Into the vast waters of
mission they travelled together.

But that whole night they caught nothing. Tired
and frustrated, they returned to shore. They probably did
not notice the early morning light. It was still night for
them. 

Standing on the shore was a man they did not
know. The man asked if  they had caught anything to eat.
That question could sound provocative to a group that
had laboured all night without success. Cardinal Tagle
told us, “If  I were one of  the disciples, I would have re-
torted, ‘Hey, don’t you see that our boat is empty? Don’t
you see? Are you blind or are you trying to insult us?’”
But the disciples were probably too tired to argue. 

Then the stranger issued a surprising command
to cast the net over the right side of  the boat. He also
promised they would find something. We can see that to
follow his instruction, the disciples clearly needed
courage to do so, however tired they were. 

And, we know that they had a catch so bountiful
they could not pull it in. This stranger was not blind after
all. He saw where the fishes were. What the disciples of
doubters and unknowns did not see, he saw clearly.

It was only then that the disciple whom Jesus
loved exclaimed, “It is the Lord.” The eyes of the beloved
disciple were opened. His stare moved from the catch to
the loving presence in their midst. 

This man was no stranger. He was the loving
Lord. The long dark night was over. Morning had come
at last. It is the Lord!

I am sure you would agree with me that this

simple story teaches us valuable lessons about the mis-
sion of  the Church as well as the mission of  Serra.

First of  all, our mission should be wholly di-
rected by the Lord who is always present as Shepherd
and guide; though we may not always recognize him.
Human efforts should continue but unless the Lord di-
rects the catch, we labour in vain. 

We know that the Lord guards His Church. The
Lord also guards Serra. He keeps watch with us on those
long nights of  confusion and helplessness. When in spite
of  our good intentions and efforts, many seminaries are
still empty; there are still multitudes of  hungry people we
cannot feed, homeless people and refugees we cannot
shelter, battered women and children we cannot protect,
cases of  corruption and injustice that we cannot remedy,
the long night of  the disciples in the middle of  the sea
continues in us today.

We therefore need to follow the Lord in our mis-
sion with courage, not singly but together as the disciples
did. Our mission is an ecclesial event.  We should be to-
gether in success and failure, in listening to the Holy
Spirit, in beholding the God’s miracles, and in hauling
the nets to shore. As it was then, so it is today. 

If  and when we do not unite and work together
as a team in hauling the nets to shore, we are not engag-
ing in our mission. Divisiveness will only help sink the
boat or steer it off  course. 

Let us look to the one Shepherd who gathers his
sheep instead of  scattering them. 

I would like to underline one more time that our
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mission should be wholly directed by the Lord and we
need to follow Him with courage in our mission as the
disciples did.

Serra’s Mission
Wherever we are in any part of  the world, Serra

has always served as a place where people holding dis-
parate views can come together in faith under a common
cause. In recent years, I have found myself  returning
again and again to the certainty of  Serra’s mission and
the faith objectives on which we are founded. My hope
is that, by revisiting these pillars of  strength together for
a moment, we may be able to renew our collective energy
and clarity for this year and the years to come.

So of  what am I certain? 
I am certain of  Serra’s mission: We promote vo-

cations to the ministerial priesthood; we encourage vo-
cations to consecrated
religious life; and we assist
our members to recognize
and respond in their own
lives to God’s call to holi-
ness with courage.

Serra Clubs foster
holiness in their members
by equipping them to impact the greater community at
large, which falls within their sphere of influence, through
such devotions as regular daily prayers for vocations, daily
attendance at Mass and Eucharistic Adoration.

Talking about Eucharistic Adoration, I have a
story about Myitkyina, a small town in Myanmar that
despite being poor is a political and cultural center of  the
northern region of  this predominantly Buddhist country. 

The president of  the Serra Club of  Myitkyina,
Dr. Yaw Han, is a medical doctor. He uses his clinic as a
meeting place for his club. A few years after the Serra
Club of Myitkyina set up a regular Eucharistic Adoration
program, their bishop reportedly had a problem—too
many vocations!

The mission to assist our members to recognize
and respond in their own lives to God’s call to holiness
is all about ‘discipleship’, which we will now discuss in
more detail.

Discipleship
Discipleship could very well be our challenge as

well as the answer to the question for some of  us who

may ask: why don’t our vocation programs work? 
It is very likely that millions of  dollars have been

spent by vocation offices all over the world on prayer
cards, lesson plans, vocation week activities, homily
helpers, discernment brochures, websites, and an array
of  other vocation promotion materials.  These ap-
proaches are still important, in my opinion, but is there
any study to find out whether they have really made a
significant impact on our young people? I am afraid to
say that the answer may be no. 

For all the enormous and valiant effort that has
been put into vocation awareness in recent history, our
returns have reportedly not been very good. Bishops,
priests and religious, vocation directors, catechists, and
Serrans have been working diligently to address the lack
of  vocations in the Church, but in many parts of  the
world very little has changed. 

Sure, there are
some religious congrega-
tions and some diocesan
seminaries that are doing
better than others, but the
overall vocation picture re-
mains grim. Having lis-
tened to Cardinal Tagle’s

speech, I’m convinced the real problem is that we may
have misdiagnosed the vocation situation, and therefore,
we’ve been spending all our time, effort and money on
the wrong things. In other words, we’ve been casting our
nets on the wrong side of  the boat. 

I am personally convinced that the root of  our
current vocation problem is a lack of discipleship. It’s our
challenge now to look in deeper detail about discipleship
and the mission of  Serra. 

We know that a disciple is one who encounters
Jesus, repents, experiences conversion, and then follows
Jesus. All too often those of  us in positions of  Church
leadership assume that all the folks in the pews on Sun-
days, all the children in our schools, all the kids in our
youth groups, all the men and women in the lay aposto-
late groups, clubs and associations, are already disciples.
Unfortunately many are not. Our people may be very ac-
tive in the programs of  our parishes, schools and institu-
tions, but unfortunately, such participation does not
qualify for discipleship. 

If  the root of  our vocation problem is a lack of
discipleship, then the remedy is to make more disciples,
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just as Jesus commanded. But how can this be accom-
plished?

An important principle to keep in mind is
that disciples beget disciples. In other words, if  we are really
serious about fostering holier priests, more devoted reli-
gious, better marriages, and generally a more faithful and
dedicated Church, then those of  us who are already or-
dained, and consecrated, and married, and who identify
ourselves as Catholics, must take a good, hard look at
our own lives and evaluate how our discipleship meas-
ures up. 

For unless we as a Church can offer true models
and exemplars of  discipleship with our own lives, very few
will seriously consider living the kind of  life we live.

Sadly, I regret to say the inspiration to consider
a vocation in the modern day rarely comes from vocation
literature. Instead, it comes from real people living out
their vocations in the real world. In order to know what
it means to be a good family, a good priest, a good reli-
gious, and a good Catholic, one needs to have living,
breathing examples of  each. 

On Twitter the Holy Father Pope Francis once
invited us to invoke the Holy Spirit each day to guide us
along the path of  discipleship in Christ.

Therefore, the real remedy to our vocation prob-
lem is not a bigger and better vocation program. Rather,
the remedy will be found at the most basic level of  disci-
pleship, the universal call to holiness, the third mission
statement of  Serra: knowing Jesus. Once people come to
know Jesus, repent their sin, experience conversion, and
become disciples, they will naturally draw others to fol-
low him too, in whatever vocation they are called. 

At this moment, I guess some of  you may want
to ask me: Do we really have these models and exemplars
of  discipleship, which will eventually help to increase vo-
cations? The answer is yes.

The Example Set by South Korea
When His Holiness Pope Francis embarked on

his first visit to Asia in 2014, the choice of  South Korea,
a relatively small country on the Pacific Rim, was greeted
with surprise. The Holy Father went there for five days.
During his visit, Pope Francis had a first-hand experience
with just the kind of  Church he has been trying to create
worldwide.

South Korea was a Buddhist country in 1900.
Yet, by 1980, 20% of  the population were Christians, in-
creasing to 30% by 1990, and about 50% by the year
2000.

At more than 10 percent of  the country’s popu-
lation, Catholics in South Korea make up a larger pro-
portion of  the population than in any country in Asia,
except the Philippines.

We often hear that the decline of the Catholic
Church in wealthy countries is often linked to the rise of
secularism, materialism, as well as access to higher educa-
tion and economic growth. The fear is that as people acquire
more education and money, they no longer need God.

During his pontificate, His Holiness Pope Emer-
itus Benedict XVI identified the “secular state” as one of
the chief  threats to the Catholic Church in the 21st cen-
tury, crediting it as one of  the causes of  declining church
attendance in Europe.

Continued on next page

On Feb. 5, 2016, Cardinal Andrew
Yeom Soo-jung, Archbishop of
Seoul, ordained 20 new priests. 
The event attracted so many faith-
ful that it had to be held in the
city’s huge Olympic Park Hall.
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What then of  South Korea? It is interesting to
note that nearly half  the population in South Korea de-
scribe themselves as “non-religious”, so it qualifies as a
secular country.  Furthermore, South Korea can be de-
scribed as one of  the most developed nations in the
world. South Korea has the world’s most accessible and
fastest Internet on the planet, with an average download
speed of  33 megabits per second, nearly three times the
average speed of  second-place Hong Kong. One hundred
percent of  South Koreans have broadband access.

In the West, we have almost become accus-
tomed to the image of  the Catholic Church as a church
of  elderly men and women in enclaves.

This does not seem to be the case for South
Korea. South Korea is currently the country where
wealth, education and church expansion continue to
grow together.

Christianity is not only growing in South Korea,
but it’s also increasing in popularity among young people
who are now the majority of  South Korean Catholics. 

One month before the arrival of  Pope Francis,
it emerged that the number-one South Korean pop star
known as Rain had become a Catholic, following the
footsteps of  other pop stars in the country. The 32-year-
old hip-wiggler is one among tens of thousands of people
being baptised Catholic each year in South Korea.

Also in contrast to Europe and the United
States, there are enough priests and seminarians to min-
ister to this expanding group.

According to church statistics published by the
Catholic Bishops’ Conference of  Korea, at the end of
2013, South Korea’s 5.4 million Catholics were served

by 4,261 priests, with a further 1,489 seminarians in the
pipeline.

(A stunning video clip of  an ordination Mass in South
Korea shared by Mr. Monthienvichienchai at this point in his
presentation may be viewed online at
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IHYLWi4gSFY.)

The Church in South Korea has even taken its
own initiatives in global mission. The Korean Mission
Society, founded in 1975, has a great desire to give back
to the universal Church the many gifts it received during
the evangelization of  Korea. The Society has trained and
sent out more than 70 priests to Papua New Guinea, Tai-
wan, China, Hong Kong, New Zealand, Cambodia, Rus-
sia, Mozambique, the Philippines, Mexico, and the
United States. It is clear that the Korean Mission Society
is open to the entire world, wherever there is a need for
missionaries.

All together, nearly 200 South Korean priests are
engaged in missions to foreign nations and another 400
are serving Korean communities overseas. 

A further 700 Koreans – mostly Sisters – are
serving overseas with missionary congregations. These
figures are likely to continue to rise owing to a surplus of
priests and religious men and women. Indeed for the
South Korean Catholics, vocations—all vocations—are
a precious gift from God.

It is interesting to know that South Korea is one
of  Asia’s greatest historical riddles – how did this small,
divided country go from being a place where Christianity
was once just a footnote – barely one percent of  the pop-
ulation in 1900 – to one that perhaps produces more mis-
sionaries than any other country in Asia and Europe? No

A “balloon Rosary” released to the
heavens marks the beginning of

Serra’s 18th Asian Convention held in
Thailand in 2016.
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one would have predicted Christianity’s success in Korea
200 years ago.

The history of  Christianity on the Korean
Peninsula involves not only growth and increased pros-
perity, but also persecution and martyrdom.

Catholicism was first introduced in the 18th cen-
tury by curious lay Korean intellectuals who encountered
Catholicism in Beijing and smuggled it home from
China. The formation of  the first community of  baptised
lay people dates back in 1784 – before the arrival of  any
missionaries or bishop in the 19th century. However
Korea’s Confucian monarchs were having none of  it and
executed most early converts.

For its first 75 years, the Catholic Church under-
went the most horrendous persecution, comparable re-
ally to the history of  the early Church 2,000 years ago. 

Murder, torture, and coercion were all directed
at early Christians by the
Korean kings, who saw the
church’s teachings of
equality before God as a
direct threat to their power.
What courage they must
have had to maintain the faith in those days!

At least 8,000 Catholics were killed, and many
have since been canonized, giving Korea the fourth largest
number of  saints of  any nation. In 1984, His Holiness
Pope John Paul II canonized 103 martyrs all at once.
During the visit of Pope Francis, the Holy Father beatified
another 124 martyrs on Korea’s national day, the anniver-
sary of its liberation from Japan in 1945, because the mar-
tyrs are also seen as courageous nationalists freeing Korea
from unjust rule and cruel foreign occupation.

After 75 years of  persecution which was an at-
tack on the faith that killed all the clergy in the country,
the seeds thus sown incubated during 35 years of  Japan-
ese occupation. When this suffering was multiplied by
the Korean War from 1950 to 1953, the Koreans could
relate to Israel’s sufferings in the Old Testament. I have
no doubt that the Church in South Korea knows very
well what it is to be “a poor Church for the poor.” Yet by
1945 only 2% of  Koreans were Christian. The recent ex-
plosive growth accompanied that of  the economy. 

To the Korean Christians, evangelism is not a
task given to the Church, but a promise. To the Korean
Christians, Jesus promises that if  we only have the
courage to follow him, we will become fishers of  men,
women, and children. Our lives become the lives of  dis-

cipleship, reflecting the image of  God, and will attract
and change others. To hold the good news of  the Gospel
of  Jesus Christ to ourselves only is a supreme act of  self-
ishness. 

The South Korean Catholics strongly believe
that as we follow and are shaped by the life of  Jesus, that
selfish possessiveness of  our relationship with Him will
be dissipated and we will naturally begin to include others
in that loving relationship. Exclusivity has no place in the
family of  God. All God-centred relationships are inclu-
sive, and our evangelism has nothing to do with numbers
and power but everything to do with love, generosity, in-
clusion, and the all-encompassing life and love of  God.

It is for all these reasons that His Holiness Pope
Francis told Il Messaggero in June last year that “the
Church in Asia holds great promise.” The Church in
South Korea is a Church of courage. It is a Church which

always goes forward
with a profound mis-
sion spirituality.

In the Holy
Father’s mind, it
seems, the South Ko-

rean example may hold the secret to the future of  the
Catholic Church.

This is all because the South Korean Catholic
Church is a Church of  “disciples.” Indeed, it is the
Church which is the Body of Christ made up of believers,
men and women who have been called to share in the re-
demptive mission of  her Lord and her Head, Jesus
Christ, and who have the courage to share it with others
in the example of  their daily lives.

That Catholicism in South Korea and vocation
to the priesthood and religious life in particular continues
to flourish in a culture that is broadly speaking ‘non-reli-
gious’ should encourage Church leaders anywhere in the
world, including all of  us in Serra. It proves what can be
accomplished in a world that we think is replete with sec-
ularism and materialism. It can be done. We can do it –
if  we have the courage to do so.

Let us continue to foster vocations through our
daily prayers and actions. Let us be confident that how-
ever great the needs of  the Church, the “Lord of  the har-
vest” will not fail to heed our prayers or to make our
efforts fruitful, in his own time and in his own way pro-
vided that we have the courage to Always Go Forward,
Never Turn Back. Siempre Adelante! %

In South Korea, wealth, education 
and the Catholic Church expand together. 

South Korea may hold the secret 
to the future of our Church.
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My husband and I attended our first Serra In-
ternational Convention in Providence,
Rhode Island in June of  2011. The first

day we arrived, we met a gentleman by the name of
Dennis Leiber. He asked us if  we knew about the Serra
International Foundation, and we said, “No.” Well,
Dennis did such a good job of  explaining the Founda-
tion, that three years later, I found myself  on the Serra
International Foundation Board!

Now, in 2017, I find myself  asking YOU, “Do
you know about the Serra International Foundation?”

We Serrans have an avenue to effect real change
in the world through contributions to the Serra Interna-
tional Foundation. It’s really quite exciting! Each year
we get many applications from around the globe, asking
for help with vocation programs, and our Foundation is
able to send out money to places in Africa, the Phillip-
ines, and Vietnam, just to name a few. The Foundation
supports vocations to the priesthood and religious life
by assisting with programs all over the globe. 

I have no idea how many young men became
seminarians in Africa or the number of  convents that re-
ceived a novice eager for training because of  a contribu-
tion a Serran gave. I wonder how many vocation
directors have been blessed because they prayed and
filled out an application and got an endorsement letter

from their bishop (a requirement of  the application
process). By the reception I receive when I introduce my-
self  as a Serran, I believe the Serra International Foun-
dation works!

Since 1951, The Foundation has been utilized
to give YOU, The Serran, the amazing opportunity to
empower the world with religious priests and nuns. The
globe is large, but Serra and its Foundation makes it
small. Tom in Texas can sacrifice a vacation cruise and
the Foundation will send that money to a seminary in
the Congo that needs its concrete walls reinforced before
it completely caves in. I can send in a $25 donation on
www.serrainternational.org while I’m waiting in the car-
pool line at school!

Instead of  worrying about where we will get
our future priests and nuns, we can effect change from
anywhere on the planet! 

I acknowledge that I have the amazing oppor-
tunity to help find and form our future seminarians and
sisters through the Serra International Foundation... and
I’m asking you to Please join me.  

Ann Moloney, Director of  Development
Serra International Foundation

amoloney@serrainternational.org

Want to expand your club’s influence?
Support vocations anywhere in the world, from home

Ann Munsell grew up in Ferguson, Missouri, the fourth child of  nine born to Douglas and
Margaret Munsell (Cardinal Carberry Award recipients for a lifetime of  pro-life advocacy.)
She married Michael Moloney in 1988, and the two became 10. The Moloney family learned
first-hand how important vocation work is by hosting two Congolese seminarians attending
Kenrick-Glennon Seminary. With three teenage boys still at home, Ann decided to take the
position as Development Director because “Serra Foundation needs to grow!” 

After eight years as a talk show host on Catholic radio, an auction chair for Serra and Birthright, and secre-
tary/treasurer for a local foundation in the St. Louis area, Ann is excited to be part of  the Serra staff. She has assisted
Michael in their financial planning business in St. Louis since 2001, and the two have both served on the Serra Inter-
national Board.  They are members of  the Serra Club of  St. Louis and were instrumental in the planning of  Serra’s
International Convention there in 2016. Her oldest five children have enlisted in the US military; two are currently
on active duty, and two are in the National Guard. Ann’s sixth grandchild is expected in 2018. %

Meet Ann Moloney, the Serra International  Foundation’s 
New Director of Development!



Where You’ll Stay
Feel inspired by the sights and sounds of  Music Valley Drive during your stay at
The Inn at Opryland, our convention venue. Located near the famed Grand
Ole Opry, and just 7 miles from Nashville Airport, this first-class hotel com-
bines the excitement of  Nashville with a comfortable, inviting place to recharge.
Enjoy complimentary shuttle service to popular area attractions including the
Grand Ole Opry, General Jackson Showboat and Opry Mills Mall--Tennessee's
largest shopping destination. The convention rate at the Inn at Opryland is
$155 plus tax per night including free parking.

Nashville: Home of  Country Music
If  music is your thing, you’re in the right place. After registering for the con-
vention on Wednesday, June 27, get your ticket for the Grand Ole Opry con-
cert hall, now home to the show that made country music famous! The next
day, consider a tour of  the Country Music Hall of Fame before opening Mass
at the Cathedral of the Incarnation at 5 p.m. Enjoy entertainment at the recep-
tion after Mass, but get yourself  to the Ryman Auditorium for authentic blue-
grass starting at 7:30 p.m. Of  course, there’ll be plenty more cultural and
culinary adventures for you to enjoy! We look forward to revealing these soon.

Outstanding Speakers
We are proud to announce that His Eminence Thomas Cardinal Collins,
Archbishop of Toronto, and Most Reverend Peter Sartain, Archbishop of
Seattle, are at the top of  our confirmed speakers list. Stay tuned to Serra Inter-
national publications for a list of  our excellent speakers who will challenge and
nurture your faith and orientation toward our unique vocations mission.

Stay Later for an All-American Holiday
The convention ends just days before July 4, Independence Day. Consider ex-
tending your stay to take advantage of  the fireworks and festivities in this iconic
American city!

NASHVILLE
Tennessee, USA
June 27 – July 1, 2018

Serra’s 76th 
International Convention

More details coming soon to www.serrainternational.org
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Read the Opening Prayer and Scripture out loud. 

Opening Prayer 
Almighty God, through the most sacred mysteries of  the
Rosary you have given us the gift of  understanding your
plan for salvation. Through the Virgin Mary’s faithful re-
sponse, we see the promise of eternity flowing down upon
the world through the life events of  your son, Jesus. 

Through Mary’s intercession and our reflection
on these Glorious Mysteries, sustain our faith and enliven
our hope, so that no obstacle may divert us from the path
that leads to salvation.

Grant this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your
Son, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, forever and ever. Amen.
                                                                         
Scripture 
“When they entered the city they went to the upper room
where they were staying, Peter and John and James and
Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew,
James son of  Alphaeus, Simon the Zealot, and Judas son
of James. All these devoted themselves with one accord
to prayer, together with some women, and Mary the
mother of  Jesus, and his brothers (Acts 1:14).

Take time for silent reflection, and then read the Introduction out
loud. 

Introduction 
Although brief, this scripture passage makes it clear that
the twelve apostles were not the only ones waiting for the
Spirit. There was a community forming after the resur-
rection that held the experiences of  Jesus’ life in their
hearts and reflected on their meaning.  

The mysteries of  Christ’s life found their way
into the Rosary through deeper reflection and prayer by
the Church. By journeying through the mysteries of  the
Rosary, we bring to mind our Lord’s incarnation, his pas-
sion and death, and his resurrection from the dead. The
Rosary assists us to grow in a fuller understanding of
these saving mysteries in our Lord’s life and the faithful
witness of  our Blessed Mother. Consequently, the Rosary
has become one of  the most cherished prayers of  our
Catholic Church because the events involving Jesus are
incidents directly related to Mary who is God’s center-
piece of  creation.

“Mystery” in the Catholic sense is something
partly revealed to us in faith here on earth, and fully real-
ized when we enter into heaven. We see how accurately
this interpretation of  mystery fits when applying it to all
the mysteries of the Rosary, but especially to the Glorious
Mysteries. 

Reflecting upon the meaning of  the Glorious
Mysteries reveals the unique and magnificent relationship
between Mother and Son. Second, it connects people of
faith to God’s creation of  the world, his incarnation, suf-
ferings, triumph over death, and his eternal lordship as
Christ our king. Consequently, by uniting our life more
closely to our Lord’s we seek his grace and assistance to
live a life of  faith. 

The specific events of  the Glorious Mysteries
point to God’s glory by defining the infinite beauty and
greatness of  his manifested perfection. Through these
Glorious Mysteries, God is showing us that faith is ex-
pressed through the Resurrection, hope through the As-
cension, and reception of  the Holy Spirit’s gifts by its
descent upon Mary and the apostles. In addition, our per-
sonal relationship with Jesus is revealed through Mary’s
Assumption into heaven, and we receive grace to perse-
vere through Mary’s coronation. In essence, these Glori-
ous Mysteries promise that what God did for Jesus, God
will also do for us by drawing us to himself  for all eternity

Featured Club Program:
The Glorious Mysteries of the Rosary

We’re rolling into the final quarter of  2017 and
these three months before Christmas are

bracketed by two beautiful celebrations: The Memo-
rial of  Our Lady of  the Rosary, Oct. 7, and the
Solemnity of  The Immaculate Conception of  the
Blessed Virgin Mary, Dec. 8. What a fine time to use
the new program featured here at a club meeting! 

“The Glorious Mysteries of  the Rosary”
was written especially for Serrans and will soon be
added to the second half  of  the Meeting Programs—A
Call to Holiness manual, along with several other new
club meeting programs. Your USA Council Pro-
grams Committee hopes this new presentation on the
Glorious Mysteries of  the Rosary will enhance your
devotion to our Lady.                    

—Kathleen Radford, USA Programs Committee
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through the intercessions of  Mary. 

Introduce a speaker or the facilitator can read the following para-
graphs with pauses in between. 

Documentary Tradition
Meditation engages thought, imagination, emotion, and
desire. This mobilization of faculties is necessary in order
to deepen our convictions of faith, prompt the conversion
of  our heart, and strengthen our will to follow Christ.
Christian prayer tries above all to meditate on the myster-
ies of  Christ, as in lectio divina or the rosary. This form of
prayerful reflection is of  great value, but Christian prayer
should go further: to the knowledge of  the love of  the
Lord Jesus, to union with him (Catechism Catholic Church
# 2708).

The Rosary draws from the Gospel the presen-
tation of the mysteries and its main formulas. As it moves
from the Angel’s joyful greeting and the Virgin’s pious as-
sent, the Rosary takes its inspiration from the Gospel to
suggest the attitude with which the faithful should recite
it. In the harmonious succession of  Hail Marys the
Rosary puts before us once more the fundamental mys-
tery of  the Gospel – the Incarnation of  the Word, con-
templated at the decisive moment of  the Annunciation to
Mary. The Rosary is thus a Gospel prayer, as pastors and
scholars like to define it, more today perhaps than in the
past (Pope Paul VI Devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary #44).

The contemplation of  Christ’s face cannot stop
at the image of  the Crucified One. He is the Risen One!
The Rosary has always expressed this knowledge born of
faith and invited the believer to pass beyond the darkness
of  the Passion in order to gaze upon Christ’s glory in the
Resurrection and Ascension. Contemplating the Risen
One, Christians  rediscover the reasons for their own
faith (cf. 1Cor 15:14) and relive the joy not only of  those
to whom Christ appeared – the Apostles, Mary Magda-
lene and the disciples on the road to Emmaus – but
also the joy of  Mary, who must have had an equally intense
experience of  the new life of  her glorified Son. In the As-
cension, Christ was raised in glory to the right hand of
the Father, while Mary herself  would be raised to that
same glory in the Assumption, enjoying beforehand, by
a unique privilege, the destiny reserved for all the just at
the resurrection of  the dead. Crowned in glory – as she
appears in the last Glorious Mystery – Mary shines forth
as Queen of  the Angels and Saints, the anticipation and
the supreme realization of  the eschatological state of  the

Church. At the center of  this unfolding sequence of  the
glory of  the Son and the Mother, the Rosary sets before
us the third Glorious Mystery, Pentecost, which reveals
the face of  the Church as a family gathered together with
Mary, enlivened by the powerful outpouring of  the Spirit
and ready for the mission of evangelization. The contem-
plation of  this scene, like that of  the other Glorious Mys-
teries, ought to lead the faithful to an ever greater
appreciation of  their new life in Christ, lived in the heart
of the Church, a life of which the scene of Pentecost itself
is the great “icon.” The Glorious Mysteries thus lead the
faithful to greater hope for the eschatological goal  towards
which they journey as members of  the pilgrim People of
God in history. This can only impel them to bear coura-
geous witness to that “good news” which gives meaning
to their entire existence (John Paul II Rosarium Virginis
Mariae #23).

The facilitator can read the Discussion Questions out loud 
for a general or small group discussion. 

Discussion Questions 
1. What is your favorite Glorious Mystery and why? 
2. What are the ways in which you can more fully cele-
brate the events described in the Glorious Mysteries?
3. How should these mysteries influence our mission to
foster vocations to priesthood and religious life? 

If  time permits invite the small groups to share with the large
group any insights that they gain from the group discussion, then
read the Closing Reflection. 

Closing Reflection
The events that make up the Rosary are the greatest mys-
teries of  all time. Filled with colorful characters and
events, they draw us to discover deeper meaning for our
lives. When looking at the relationship between Mary and
that of  her son Jesus, her own understanding of  her role
in his life was progressively widening and deepening. 

We know that Mary had a general understand-
ing of  who her son was because the angel announced it
to her. But the specific purpose and significance of his life
unfolded as Jesus grew in wisdom, age and grace, and be-
came conscious of  his own mission through the intimate
relationship he had with the Father’s will. Motivated by
the Spirit and guided by the maturing of  her son, Mary
shared his concerns and destiny as best she could. 

  
     

Continued on page 43
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It was a powerful moment: sitting in the Vatican’s
Paul VI Audience Hall, waiting for the Holy Father
to address 650 lucky Serrans and their families this

past June 23, an exciting prelude to what promised to be
the experience of  a lifetime. Serrans have been the
blessed recipients of  words of  encouragement, affirma-
tion and challenge by many popes since Pius XII for-
mally welcomed (aggregated) Serra into the structure of
the Church in 1951. Surely, what our Pope Francis
would say, would inspire us. We did not leave disap-
pointed. 

The fact of  our friendship with priests and sem-
inarians was singled out and praised as a special charism
of  the Serra mission. Who as a Serran does not cherish
the strong friendship bonds that are developed with our
priests and religious, a relationship that many times be-
gins during the early formation years of  the seminary?
This is what we do and who we are: friends. Friends to
priests, seminarians and religious sisters and brothers.
What a great calling!

In the second part of  the Pope’s nine-minute ad-
dress, the pope challenged us with our own motto: “Al-
ways forward, never back.” Proceed into the future with

courage, he encouraged us. You must lead your organi-
zation to answer the vocation challenges of  today, and
tomorrow.  Do not rest on your laurels. Do not be so
concerned about your current structures. Be flexible.
Look at the needs of  the Church today and act with con-
fidence and courage. 

Serrans are meeting the Pope’s challenge today
because Serrans around the world are action-minded. It
is my opinion that top clubs are observing, attentive, in-
ventive, and they act.  

Two programs which meet the ever-growing
needs of  today’s Catholic young people revolve around
the central living/learning experience of  our youth in
college. The first is that a vast majority of  our Catholic
children, whether they attend a Catholic college or a
public one, stop practicing their faith during those four
or five years of  higher education… unless they are intro-
duced to a Catholic campus ministry program early in
their first few weeks of  their freshman year. Thus, the
importance of  Newman Connection (formerly College
Connection) is clear. 

It’s a simple concept that involves Serrans gath-
ering the names and intended college of  local graduating

The Pope’s Challenge to Serra:
Meet the vocation needs of the present and future Church

Serra’s USA Council President Schwietz greets the Holy Father.
Photo credit: L’Osservatore Romano



Catholic high school seniors, and then sending this
simple data to the college campus ministers.  Last
year we processed and connected 50,000 high
school seniors to their respective campus ministers,
campus parishes, and Newman Centers. If  your
club is helping with this program, thank you. If
you are not, it is time for your club to step up and
help our graduating high school seniors to make
the connection. This is a springtime activity. Con-
tact our partner in this program, Newmanconnec-
tion.com, for an easy, step-by-step guide to this
important work

The second challenge our young Catholic
youth face when graduating from college is mas-
sive debt. This subject has been well reported and
documented. What you may not know is that it is
estimated that approximately 2,000-3,000 young
people are being held back from joining a religious
community because of  education debt.  

In a few short years, The Laboure Society
has helped more than 240 young people to elimi-
nate the obstacle of  significant education debt,
freeing them to enter religious life. With the
Laboure approach there is a spirituality to
fundraising that goes way beyond merely handing
over money. There is a sense of  mutual spiritual
support that the young aspirant offers in return to
the donors.  There will be more information on the
good work that Laboure does for discerning young
people in a future issue of the Serran Magazine. I be-
lieve that Serra needs to support this effort more
widely and deeply.  In the meantime, for more in-
formation feel free to contact them at
www.labouresociety.org

In conclusion, I invite all club presidents
to reflect on the Pope’s message of  the praise and
challenge to Serrans.  Read them and discuss them
at a club meeting over the next few months.  Then
act, responding to the Holy Spirit’s constant call to
Serrans to meet the vocations needs of  the Church
of  today, and to prepare for tomorrow. %

gregschwietz@gmail.com

Download a printed copy, or listen to an audio recording
of  the English translation of  Pope Francis address to Ser-
rans at the 75th International Convention. It can be
found on the Serra US website, www.serraus.org.
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This year’s Rally will focus on:

Spirituality and Prayer 
The Role of Club Chaplain

The Rally is open to all Serrans looking to enrich their
practical and spiritual Serra experience. This year we
will have four tracks: 

Spirituality and prayer for vocations (general sessions)•
Club officers and training (plus mentoring)•
Chaplains’ role in the clubs•
District Governors•

In addition to inspiring speakers, liturgies and fellow-
ship, this year we welcome and honor Serra Club
chaplains who will be addressed by USA Council Epis-
copal Adviser Bishop Andrew Cozzens.

Our event venue, the Phoenix Airport Marriott, is just a
short complimentary shuttle ride from the airport, but
still close to Phoenix’s vibrant downtown and within
reach of beautiful Tempe and Scottsdale. 

EARLY BIRD REGISTRATION (by Dec. 15): $300
REGISTRATION AFTER Dec.15: $350

CHAPLAIN REGISTRATION: $200 (FREE if two or more
members from that club are also attending!)

Register online at www.serraus.org

ENGAGE 
INSPIRE 
IGNITE 

The Serra Rally
Phoenix, Arizona
January 11-14, 2018
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The work of  Serra is vital to the con-
tinuance and propagation of  our
shared Catholic faith.  This work can

be done by any Catholic, anywhere, at any
time, sometimes without realizing that the
work is being done.  I have heard dozens of
stories from priests and religious women and

men regarding how some simple acts of  kindness and
witness to God’s life and Christ’s presence formed the
bedrock of  their vocation and sustained them in their
ministry.  These simple, potentially transformational,
formative acts can best be described as loving acts of
friendship.  By doing these simple things we follow the
example of  St. Francis de Sales, who said: “Love every-
one with a deep love based on charity but form friend-
ship only with those who can share virtuous things with
you.  The higher the virtues you share and exchange
with others, the more perfect your friendship will be.”

As you have read throughout this issue of  The
Serran, one major highlight of  our 75th international
convention was the Holy Father’s address to Serrans,
wherein Pope Francis discussed how Serrans can be
friends to priests and religious.  This is a true and pure
friendship based on the highest of  all virtues: love.  Our
shared love of  God, the true presence of  Christ in the
Eucharist, and our faith brings us into a more perfect
friendship with priests, religious women and men, and
our fellow Catholics.  These friendships usually begin
through one-on-one interaction.  However, as we grow

and develop we realize that we must become a part of
something larger to continue our formation.  We con-
tinue to sharpen our minds and deepen our faith as we
interact with one another (Prov. 27:17).

Being Serrans allows us to come into a more
perfect friendship with God, grow in our virtue, and ex-
pand our horizons beyond simply what is happening in
our parish, our diocese, or our home country.  This
year’s convention brought together over 650 Serrans
from 15 countries.  The typical dividing lines of  geogra-
phy, language, and culture were overcome by the power
of  the Holy Spirit at work in our apostolate.  This is a
remarkable sight to behold in a world that is becoming
increasingly polarized and fragmented.  This outpouring
of  acceptance, sharing, and love is a revivifying experi-
ence that happens at each and every Serra convention.
We become energized, inspired, and focused during this
time.  

As you can read throughout this magazine, the
presentations at this year’s convention were challenging,
enlightening, and uplifting.  I hope that through this
issue you are able to draw upon the extraordinary events
of  this year’s convention as you continue your vital serv-
ice to the Church.  

Moreover, I hope this inspires you to attend the
upcoming Serra Rally in Phoenix, Arizona, January 11-
14, 2018, and the next Serra International Convention
in Nashville, Tennessee, June 28 – July 1, 2018.

Mary, Mother of  Vocations, pray for us!%

Why We Gather as Serrans

John Liston
Executive Director,
Serra International

Join us in a monthly international prayer of the Rosary, 
via conference call! At 8:00 a.m. Central Time (-6:00GST) 
on the last Saturday of every month, Serrans worldwide

gather to recite the Rosary for vocations.

The next three Rosary dates are:
October 28, 2017

November 25, 2017
December 30, 2017

To join from your computer, tablet or smartphone, go to:
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/31431598

https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/31431598


To enter, send 3 copies EACH of 2 consecutive
club newsletters published since June 1, 2017
to our office at:
Serra International's Council for the United States
333 W Wacker Dr., Suite 500
Chicago, IL 60606
Attn: A. McCormack

On a cover sheet include the following:
Club Name•
Region Number•
Name of  Club Newsletter•
Name of  Club Newsletter Editor•
Club Contact Person details (Name, email address,•

phone number, street address, club officer title if  ap-
plicable)

Your entries will be shared with three judges
from around the nation who will assess your
newsletter based on content (60 points) and
appearance (40 points).

The highest scoring newsletters from each region, plus
the overall highest scoring newsletter, will be recognized
at the Serra Rally in Phoenix, Jan. 11-14, 2018.

Club presidents and Communications VPs: Find out
more about this and other ways to enhance your club's
communications activity by attending the free Com-
munications conference calls led by USA Council
Communications VP Nancy Gibson on the third
Wednesday of  every month at 7:30 pm Central Time.
Dial 1-515-739-1015. Enter access code: 182997#.
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Calling all USA club officers and newsletter editors: 
Your newsletter could win the 

USA Council Outstanding Club Newsletter Award!

Submission deadline: Nov. 15, 2017
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Club Activities Around the World
Galveston, Texas Club Hosts Annual Prayer 
for Vocations Contest at Six Schools
Every spring, students from all six Galveston County
Catholic schools are invited to take part in the Serra
Club of  Galveston's annual Prayer for Vocations Con-
test. It is always inspiring to read the thoughts and
prayers of  young people on the subject of  vocations to
the priesthood and religious life. This contest invites
young people to give thought to their possible vocations.
Serran Joyce Ann Daniel originated this wonderful idea
during her first year in our club in 1997 while serving as
Vice President of  Vocations. 

This year, our six schools, including one high
school, had 422 participants with 146 winners and 276
consolations. Each student in the contest receives a reli-
gious prize and a personalized certificate of  honor.
These awards are presented by Serrans at each school
with parents, teachers and any other interested parties
in attendance often following Mass or as part of  an end-

of-the-year assembly. Non-Catholic students may choose
the same or other suitable prizes if  they prefer to do so.
Each school may choose to have related pictures in the
local secular and Catholic papers submitted by our Serra
Club.

The school children look forward to this contest
and participation and community interest in Serra has
grown year by year. In this cost-conscious era, this pro-
gram is a fun and economical way to not only promote
vocations, but also to introduce the Serra Club to the
communities in Galveston County.  

Pitching for Priests Trophy Stays 
with Kansas CIty Archdiocese Team
Organized by the Catholic Radio Network, the fourth
annual Pitching for Priests softball game held on June 2
at CommunityAmerica ballpark in Kansas City, Kan.,
pitted priests, bishops and seminarians of  the Archdio-
cese of  Kansas City, Kan., against those from the Dio-

Continued on next page

THE SERRA CLUB OF BANGALORE celebrates the feast of the Nativity of Mary, Mother of Vocations, as “Serra Unites Day.”  
This year they gathered on Sept. 9 to hear Mass celebrated by their Chaplain, Fr. Eric A. Rodrigues, C Ss.R., who thanked them for an-

swering Jesus' call that the labourers are few, and urged them to continue to work diligently towards promoting vocations. After Mass
the Serrans gathered for some fellowship and a hearty South Indian breakfast prepared by Serran Joseph Roy and his wife, Thilika.
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cese of  Kansas City-St. Joseph in a fundraising
match that splits the pot between the two voca-
tion offices. This year, the Archdiocese took
home the trophy for the second year in a row,
evening out the overall score (the Kansas City-
St. Joseph team won the first two years).

The event helps fund and promote vo-
cations to the priesthood while providing an
opportunity for priests on both sides to have fun
together and encounter the people they serve
on new turf. This year, over 2,400 people came
to cheer on their priests and bishops, and
$35,000 was raised (before expenses) to divide
between the two vocations offices.

Members of  Serra Clubs in Missouri
and Kansas volunteered to greet attendees, take
tickets, and staff  the T-shirt sales table. In the
parking lot, Serrans, Knights of  Columbus and
Ladies Auxiliary, and many families began the
event by tailgating before the game.%

Welcome, Serra Club of Halifax!
The Serra prayer force in Canada is growing! The Serra Club
of  Halifax, Nova Scotia, was officially chartered on August 14,
2017, at St. Mary's Basilica. Mass was celebrated by Bishop
Anthony Mancini followed by the induction of  members and
the installation of  officers (picured above). Fellowship and din-
ner capped the night. Special thanks are due to Serra Halifax
founder, the late Michael Burke; Serra Club of  Halifax Presi-
dent Sharon MacKinnon; Serra International President-elect
Mario Biscardi; and Toronto West Serran Pat Hearn for plant-
ing and nurturing the seeds. Please welcome the Serra Club of
Halifax to our global family.

The Serra Club of North Hous-
ton recruited new members on
Aug. 12 and 13 at St. Ignatius of
Loyola Catholic Church (pic-
tured at left). Thirty-one peo-
ple signed up to indicate their
interest in joining. Fr. Khoi Le,
parochial vicar, gave an inspir-
ing homily on the role Serrans
played in his journey to priest-
hood. 

St. Ignatius was completely
flooded by Hurricane Harvey
two weeks later. Their recovery
will cost millions of dollars.
Please pray for St. Ignatius,
Pastor Fr. Norbert Maduzia II,
and all Houstonians affected by
the disaster.

Pictured below: Serra Club of North Houston President Candice Tyrrell,
President-elect Ed Tyrrell, Communications VP Lynn Lewis and member
Dorothy Mullinax work at the club’s promotional table.
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The Serran Time Capsule 2000: 
Address of the Holy Father John Paul II
to Members of Serra International

Dear Members of  Serra International!

1. I am pleased to spend this intense spiritual moment
with you during your Jubilee pilgrimage to the tombs of
the Apostles Peter and Paul.

I greet Archbishop Justin Francis Rigali of  Saint Louis
and thank him for the cordial words he addressed to me
in your name. I extend my greeting to all of  you who
have come here from various nations.

You bring to this celebration the spiritual mark that dis-
tinguishes you: I refer to your particularly keen percep-
tion of  the Christian life as a “vocation”. “You did not
choose me, but I chose you ...” (Jn 15: 16): these words
spoken by Christ to the Apostles apply to every baptized
person. We must recognize them with joy and gratitude.
In coming to implore the grace of  the Jubilee, you have
come precisely to open yourselves with new readiness to
the fundamental call you received in Baptism by renew-
ing the radical choice of  Christian integrity and holiness.

2. Your baptismal calling leads you towards others: it is
essentially a missionary calling, as you have learned from
the example of  Bl. Junípero Serra, the great evangelizer
of  California. Following in his footsteps, you have come
to share in the heartfelt concern of  Christ himself: “The
harvest is plentiful, but the labourers are few!” (Mt 9: 37;
Lk 10: 2). How can we fail to feel the timeliness and ur-
gency of  these words! The horizon of  the Lord’s “har-
vest” is indeed limitless, if  we consider not only the
pastoral needs of  the Church herself  but also the im-
mense number of  people who still await the first procla-

mation of  the Gospel. Amid all the complexity of  the
present time, now, at the dawn of  a new millennium, we
need to recognize the search for meaning - a real yet often
silent search - which is spreading through society. There
is an unexpressed sense of  need for Christ rising up from
young people, from the world of  culture, and from the
great ethical and social challenges of  our time. In order
to respond to this need, the whole Church must become
completely ministerial, a community of  heralds and wit-
nesses, rich in labourers for the harvest.

3. It is really God himself, the “Lord of the harvest”, who
chooses his labourers; his call is always undeserved and
unexpected. And yet, in the mystery of  God’s covenant
with us, we are called to cooperate with his providence,
and to use the powerful tool which he has placed in our
hands: prayer! This is what Jesus himself  asked us to do:
“Pray the Lord of  the harvest to send out labourers into
his harvest!” (Mt 9: 38).

Dear Serrans, you are committed in a special way to pro-
moting vocations. Never forget that yours must be above
all a commitment to prayer, prayer which is constant, un-
wavering and full of trust. Prayer moves the heart of God.
It is the powerful key to resolving the vocations question.
But at the same time prayer for vocations is also a school
of life, as I had occasion recently to point out: “By praying
for vocations we learn to look with Gospel wisdom at the
world and at each person’s need for life and salvation; it
is a way of sharing in Christ’s love and compassion for all
mankind ...” (Message for the 38th World Day of  Prayer for
Vocations, 14 September 2000, n. 6).

As we bask in the recognition given by His Holiness Pope Francis
at a private audience for Serrans last June, we look back on the
last time such an event occurred. At the invitation of  the Holy

See, Serra International launched a Jubilee Year of  Vocations with a pil-
grimage to Rome on Dec. 6-8, 2000. During the pilgrimage, Serrans passed through
the Holy Doors, prayed at major basilicas of  Rome, heard presentations on vocations from
Vatican representatives and Serra leaders, and enjoyed a truly international fellowship. At that time,
Pope John Paul II met with 1,500 Serra pilgrims on Dec. 7 in St. Peter’s Basilica. Below are his remarks to
Serrans on that day, originally published in the March 2001 edition of  the Serran Magazine.



4. Along with prayer, the work of fostering vocations also
requires a constant effort to bring the need to people’s at-
tention through personal witness, so that God’s call may
encounter a ready hearing and generous response in
those to whom it is directed. This is the aim of  your ef-
forts to spread an authentic culture of  vocations.

The Christian community urgently needs to realize that
promoting vocations is more than simply a matter of
“programmes”. It is something that touches the very
mystery of  the Church. Vocations in fact are relative to
the very meaning of  the Church as the Body of  Christ,
formed and enlivened by the Holy Spirit with all the
wealth of  his gifts. The Second Vatican Council re-
minded us of  this: “In the building up of  Christ’s body
there is a variety of  members and functions. There is only
one Spirit who, according to his own richness and the
needs of  the ministries, distributes his different gifts for
the welfare of  the Church” (Lumen gentium, n. 7). Within
the People of  God, there is a specific mission awaiting
each one. Because the needs of the “harvest” are so great,
all the members of  God’s People must grow in the aware-
ness of  “being called”. Significant are the gifts and tasks
associated with the involvement of  Christians in the tem-
poral order. These are above all the responsibility of  the
laity. But a relevance all their own belongs to the min-

istries directed to the guidance and growth in holiness of
the ecclesial community, namely the priesthood and the
consecrated life. As Serrans you understand this, and
members of  the laity that you are, you are committed to
fostering such vocations.

5. Your commitment to fostering vocations, dear Serrans,
fits into this ecclesial framework. Your dedication to it
ensures that the problem of  vocations does not remain a
concern for pastors alone, but is brought to the attention
of  all, involving families and teachers in particular. And
this is vitally important.

Continue to make your contribution to this goal, in full
harmony with your Bishops. Be people of  communion,
supporting your priests with active affection. With your
characteristic charity, reach out to the needs of  vocations
among the poor. The good that flows from this to the
Church will be a pledge of  abundant heavenly gifts,
which I willingly invoke upon each one of  you and upon
your movement through the motherly intercession of
Mary, the Immaculate Virgin.

With these sentiments, I cordially bless you all. %

© Copyright 2000 - Libreria Editrice Vaticana
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Coming to understand the mysteries of  his life, she ulti-
mately became his disciple, which led her to accept the dif-
ficult sacrifice of  seeing him die at the hands of  his
enemies, letting go of him as his biological mother and be-
coming the mother of all those who claim to follow Christ. 

Mary’s understanding of  her role evolved from
that of  mother and educator to that of  disciple and spiri-
tual mother from her initial “yes” to the Spirit’s action in
her life. Leading her to self-abandonment in the footsteps
of  her son, she experienced in her own soul and body
what God’s salvation is all about, namely to live, die and
resurrect for the redemption of  all.

The Rosary, though clearly Marian in character,
is at its core a Christ-centered prayer. The Glorious Mys-
teries, like all the mysteries, reveal the depth of the Gospel
message that leads us closer to Christ, with the ultimate
aim of imitating his virtue. %
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44 the Serran | Vol. 64 No. 1

Serra International
333 W. Wacker Drive Suite 500 | Chicago IL 60606
888.777.6681 | www.serrainternational.org

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Non-profit org.
US Postage

PAID
Permit No. 221

I had never heard of the Serra
movement until I was invited by
my friend, Mr. Paul Mary Suvit
Suvaruchiporn, to attend his Serra
club meeting as an observer. Paul
Mary Suvit was Charter President
of the Bangkok club, the first Serra
club in Thailand in 1980-1982. 

I listened and observed their discussion on vo-
cations for ministerial priesthood in the Catholic
Church. Slowly I began to know their objectives and I
thought it was a challenge for someone like me. I de-
cided to be one of the pioneer groups to spread this good
news to every archdiocese and diocese in Thailand. 

My partner, Past Club President Phairat
Anongchanya, and I went to introduce our Serra activ-
ities diocese by diocese for years. It was not easy to start
a new club where they never heard of  the Serra move-
ment before. We prayed every time when we visited
them to Our Virgin Mary and St Junípero Serra. 

Unfortunately, Phairat was killed in a car acci-
dent on one trip to the north. I found new partners to
accompany me on these trips to expand Serra in Thai-
land. Ten years later, Thailand became the only country
in Serra to have clubs in every diocese and archdiocese.

Serra has also given me opportunities to attend
Asian and international conventions many times, gain-
ing more knowledge and better fellowship with SI Ex-
ecutives and Serran members around the world. I
served a one-year term as SI Trustee in 1999.

The Serra Club of  Bangkok instituted the
"Friend of  Priest" program that sends Thai Serrans to
visit priests and missionaries stationed in rural areas or
on the mountain hills. We visit them and invite them to
lunch or dinner on special occasions like birthdays or
ordination anniversaries. In addition to our prayers, we
sometimes help support them with finance or other
needs. Ten years ago we were asked to sponsor rebuild-
ing a small bamboo village chapel under the name of
Blessed Junípero Serra, currently a new St. Junípero
Serra Church on Mae Jam Hill, Chiang Mai. I believe
this is our first St. Junípero Serra Church in Asia and
probably in the world outside the USA today. 

I am happy to be a proud Serran because when
we do any vocation work, we feel excited and wish to
finish it with flying colors. We have to work harder and
pray more for God’s blessings with Blessed Virgin Mary
and St. Junípero Serra, so their blessings will multiply
for our Serra movement.%

Why Am I a Serran?
Pradit Lohaviriyasiri, Serra Club of Bangkok, Thailand

Pradit
Lohaviriyasiri


