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From the pulpit in church have you ever heard,
“From the letter of  St. Paul to the...” ? Of  course
you have. But have you imagined the rest of  the

introduction to be, “Catholic parish of  (fill in your own
parish affiliation)”? Yes, suppose Paul was writing to you
and your congregation!  What would he say?  His words
would certainly urge us on in spirituality, decent living,
and charity for our community as he did with the cities
to whom he wrote many hundreds of  years ago. He in-
tended that the words he wrote then were to be words
for us.

That means that we need to respond to Paul.
We need charity, and we need generous charity, and
maybe painful charity. That means we need to expand
our vision in our charity beyond our personal environ-
ment. There are tragedies, horrors of  the world, and
hardships borne by our fellow men and women from
which we must not turn away.

A pastor at one of  our parishes attended a pro-
gram where a singing and dance group from an African
country performed.  One of  its members came up to the
pastor and said that he wanted to be a priest.  The pastor

was impressed and asked how many of  the group were
Catholic. The young man said only one other was
Catholic; they were from a country where there are very
few Catholics. Where can this young man go to pursue
his dream?  The bigger question is, “Should we care?”   

Well, we can say that our prayers possibly con-
tributed to this young man’s awareness. So, is our com-
mitment as Serrans completed here? Our prayers help
promote vocations. Now we need to do something else
as Serrans – that is to financially help vocation forma-
tion programs throughout the world.  

I am imploring you, not because I am the one
asking, but because there are over 100 organizations ask-
ing for our aid this year, to be very generous. Could you
give $1 for each – $100?     

You know the need, so why say more? I am
making this letter short so you can use the time saved to
pray on this need and your decision. Thank you and
God’s blessings on you.

St. Junipero Serra pray for us! Mary, Mother of
Vocations, pray for us! %

A Note from Serra International Foundation 
President Charles Bauermann

The Serra International Foundation was founded in
1951 to assist Serra in fulfilling its objectives of foster-
ing and promoting vocations in the Catholic Church.
Since that time, the Foundation has funded a wide
range of programs for the formation and training of
priests and consecrated religious.

Serra International is not a fundraising organization.
Its primary methods are prayer and action.  The Foun-
dation’s role is to support and complement those
methods, not to eclipse them.  We hope this special
edition of The Serran Magazine will help you see that
the importance of the Foundation’s role has never
been greater.
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Cathechism on Wheels
Tanuku Parish in South India brings mercy to poor and shunned

As a dedicated missionary priest since 1994, Fa-
ther K. Julian, parish priest at the Catholic
Church in Tanuku, Andhra Pradesh, South

India, is familiar with the challenges of  leading a minor-
ity faith ministry in underdeveloped locations. In
Tanuku, the people most needing outreach were the
poor, sick, women, and especially widows living at 20
outstations far from his church.

Fr. Julian contacted the Serra International
Foundation with a simple request: to bestow a grant that
would allow him to buy bicycles that would enable his
catechists to minister to those people in need, without
having to expend time and energy going on foot. He also
indicated that some of  the money, if  awarded, would go
toward implementing various pastoral works in and
around his parish. 

In November 2017, Fr. Julian sent a progress re-
port to the Serra International Foundation:

“I purchased 10 B.S.A. Supreme bicycles with
air pumps on (August 1, 2017) to meet the main aims

and objectives of  the project as a reliable means of  trans-
port for the provision of  both pastoral and social services
in my 20 outstations. I can say that the realization of  this
project has already shown a lot of  positive impact on the
evangelization in our parish. It has enabled my cate-
chists to be more efficient and resourceful. The bicycles
enable our catechists to travel easily without much fa-
tigue to facilitate outreach services in our outstations
and small Christian communities.

“Along with my catechists I can now conduct
different pastoral retreats and seminars in various plaes
by travelling long distances from one outstation to an-
other. (We) are able to respond to sick and needy calls
without delay despite the roughness of  the road and to
facilitate religious coordination in the parish as well as
in the substations.”

Part of  the balance of  the grant enabled Fr. Ju-
lian to cover the cost of  food and travel for children’s,
youth, and women’s camps. These monthly camps
gather together Catholics from in and around the parish

Fr. K. Julian (fourth from right), parish priest at Tanuku parish in Andhra
Pradesh, poses with his catechists after the purchase of 10 bicycles.
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for a much-needed (and for them, highly anticipated) time of
faith celebration and community building, especially because
they live in a predominantly Hindu caste environment. 

About 150 children attend on every 18th of  the month
for Mass, Confession, games, and other programs. The parish
pays for their transport to the center by autorickshaw. 

Camps for about 500 youth, held on the 7th of  every
month, offer a similar format, adjusted for their age and the
specific challenges they face. The Serra Foundation grant
helped pay for drivers to bring the youngsters to the parish, as
well as for their lunch and snack.

Fr. Julian described the Women’s Camp held last Sep-
tember as an all-day event necessary to build the spiritual
strength of  women, whom he identifies as key players in the
future of  the Church. Of  the Catholic women in his area, Fr
Julian says, “In our parish one cannot see an educated woman.
All are uneducated. They go for manual labor and earn their
living. While men waste their hard-earned money in drinking
alcohol, it is the woman who looks after the family. Women are
the backbones of  our churches. Everywhere we can see the
churches filled with women. Through them we can do a lot of
activities in the villages.” Fr. Julian hopes to acquire more fund-
ing to conduct a Women’s Camp every three months to provide
various forms of  support for these women.

Finally, a portion of  the grant brought rare gifts and
blessings for local widows, who are traditionally considered “a
curse” in India. Fr. Julian explains: “When someone goes on a
long journey, if  he or she sees a widow coming opposite, he or
she will turn around and go back home. (Widows) have to be
condemned inside (their homes).” The status of  widows is such
that they cannot attend any function or celebration. After com-
ing to Tanuku, Fr. Julian has made an effort to change this belief
by preaching and organizing programs for the 40 widows in his
parish. He organized a meeting for widows in October at which
sarees and bed sheets were distributed to these completely
shunned women. Fr. Julian realizes that if  he can organize more
such programs, more Hindu widows will hear about his congre-
gation who does not view them as a curse, and they may choose
to convert to Catholicism.

“My mission is growing by leaps and bounds,” Fr. Ju-
lian says. “The tremendous response in faith formation is the
living witness of  the thirst of  the souls  for the Good News. As
a humble servant in the vineyard of  our Savior, I am ever grate-
ful to you and appreciate your generosity to (help) my unfortu-
nate parishioners experience the love of  God through your
merciful humanitarian services by funding this project.” %

TOP: Tanuku women attend Mass. MIDDLE: Sarees and bed-
sheets are collected for widows. BOTTOM: A scene with Fr. Julian
from Women’s Camp day.



The Missionary Sisters of  the Holy Family in Kabwe, Zambia,
received a grant from the Serra International Foundation in 2015
to help further vocation promotion activities among the youth there.
Sr. Leah King’ori, vocation promoter for the Sisters, sent us her as-
sessment of  the programs funded at the end of  last year:

Iam Sr. Leah King’ori of the Missionary Sisters of the
Holy Family in Zambia, with gratitude to you for your
generous support to our young people. I hereby pres-

ent to you a brief report on the activities of the end of 2015
all through 2016.

December 2015 was a period of blessings for us
and for the many youths who spent a week with us on
“Making Choices and Catholic Themes.”

In 2016, we carried out a number of  activities
with the youths and for the youths. In the month of May
we held a gathering of the  young people in our premises
where they received input on vocation and discernment.
We felt that vocation and discernment would be a good
background for anyone who would want to make positive
choices in life.

The response of the youths from all around town
was very good in the month of June in which prayer was
emphasized as a tool for personal and communal union
with God. Pocket prayer books were given to each youth
with the emphasis on divine mercy. In the same month we
fully participated in the diocesan vocation day at St. Mon-
ica Lukanga parish where many activities such as music,
congregational exhibitions, sketches and a talent show
were performed in favor of  the youths from all over the
diocese.

In Likumbi parish, far away from our home
parish, we organized a youth meeting with the help of a

parish priest... and we spent a whole day with the young
ones who expressed the desire to have discussions and gain
more knowledge on how to better their relationships since
most young girls become mothers and young boys become
fathers at their tender age. It was wonderful to see how en-
thusiastic they were to better their future.

Many young boys and girls attended a meeting
on self-awareness in the same month of July and it was in-
teresting to see how they could ask many questions that
many of  us would think that they should know at their
age, but as a matter of fact they need someone to journey
with them in discovering themselves.

It was in the month of September that a priest fa-
cilitated a discussion on the Sacrament of Reconciliation
and the youths had an opportunity to confess their sins.
The Holy Mass was celebrated in their intention.

In the month of November, our goal was to de-
liver more on “African Values and Personal Growth,”
which was very well presented with demonstrations and
teaching aids. To crown it, in the month of December we
organized an integrative picnic for formations in our town.

We have also hosted on two different occasions
college students for recollections with facilitators through-
out the day, Mass and Confessions included. Due to the
great demand for vocation promotion, we have appointed
one of our sisters to travel to different places of need ... for
vocation promotion where we hope that the seed planted
will someday grow and bear fruit.

We have many young people interested in the
program since it has proved to be beneficial to them as well
as their families. It is for this reason that we thank you for
your great participation in transforming our society into a
better place. %

Missionary Sisters in Zambia inspire vocations with youth empowerment
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Missionary Sisters of the Holy Family in Kabwe find that a relaxed at-
mosphere is an excellent way to inspire holiness in youth.



Five Sisters of  Charity of  Leavenworth, Kansas,
embarking on a visit to Sisters of  St. Anthony of
Fondwa in Haiti on September 29, 2016,

boarded their plane in Kansas City with three things in
mind: First, they intended to participate in the 20th an-
niversary celebration of  their partner religious commu-
nity; second, they planned a discussion with an architect
charged with designing a new Mother House for that
community; and third, to finalize evaluation on two
grants secured, including one from the Serra Interna-
tional Foundation for the education of  four sisters there.

All went as planned until October 2, when, as
the sisters enjoyed the 20th anniversary reception, re-
ports rolled in that category 4 Hurricane Matthew was
about to make landfall on the island. Accustomed to liv-
ing with hurricanes, the Haitians seemed unfazed by the
reports, but the Leavenworth sisters though it best to
leave the mountain town of  Fondwa and return to Port-
au-Prince, Haiti’s capital city.

Sister Claudette Prevot, the community leader
of  the sisters in Fondwa, arranged transport and lodging
for her U.S. visitors, Sisters Ann Barton, Lynn Casey,
Regina Deitchman, Carol Depner, and Katherine
Franchett, in Port-au-Prince. They stayed in a guest

house made available by a German couple for use by the
Sisters of  St. Anthony. There they experienced outages
of  water and electricity, but remained safe.

Meanwhile, that night in Fondwa, the Sisters of
Anthony were awakened when Hurricane Matthew
ripped the roof  off  their sleeping quarters and pelted
them and all of  their belongings with rain. Thankfully,
the sisters remained unharmed.

The U.S. contingent of  Sisters of  Charity’s de-
parture from the island nation was delayed by three days
because of  the weather. Haiti, still recovering from the
massive earthquake it suffered in 2010, was left with
widespread damage from the storm.

As for the sisters helped by the Serra Interna-
tional Foundation grant, their third-year classes were de-
layed by a few days.

“They are wonderful, healthy, eager young
women who want to learn and have learned well,” wrote
Sister Ann Barton, who works in Mission Development
for the Sisters of  Charity of  Leavenworth. “Thank you
again for your generosity and for the opportunity you
have afforded the sisters for education toward their de-
veloment in formation. My prayers join yours for con-
tinued success in the ministry of  vocation promotion.”%
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Kansan, Haitian Sisters survive Hurricane Matthew
Four sisters in Fondwa receiving education thanks to Serra Foundation

In Haiti after the hurricane, start-
ing from bottom left corner and
going clockwise: 
Sisters Ann Barton (profile), 
Carol Depner (partially hidden),
Regina Deitchman, Lynn Casey –
all Sisters of Charity of Leaven-
worth (SCL); Sister Claudette
Prevot, community director, Sis-
ters of St. Anthony of Fondwa;
Sister Katherine Franchett, SCL;
Father Joseph Philippe, CSSp;
Sisters of St. Anthony of Fondwa:
Sisters Dieula Duclervil,
Melicia Singelus, Marie Ange Lops
(looking at the camera) and
Jasna Juillet and Simone Achille
with their backs to the camera.
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The Quo Vadis program takes its name from the
dialogue between Christ and St. Peter on his
flight from Rome, where Emperor Nero is per-

secuting Christians. On his way out of  the city, Peter
meets Jesus, who is headed in the opposite direction –
toward Rome. Peter asks, “Quo vadis, Domine?” –
“Where are you going, Lord?” Jesus answers: “I am
going to Rome to be crucified again,” and disappears.
Emboldened by his encounter with Jesus, Peter returns
to Rome and the martyrdom that awaits him.

The Quo Vadis retreat invites high school-aged
men to meet Jesus and, like Peter, ask the Lord where
he is going and follow Him to their true vocation in life.
Specifically, Quo Vadis retreats encourage participants
to discern if  God is calling them to serve the Church as
a priest. According to The Class of  2017: Survey of  Ordi-

nands to the Priesthood report published by the Center for
Applied Research in the Apostolate (CARA) at George-
town University, 15% of  the latest class of  newly-or-
dained diocesan priests reported attending a Quo Vadis
program as part of  their discernment process.

The goals of the Quo Vadis program are to dis-
cover:
A vocation to holiness: How do I become a saint and•

go to Heaven?
A vocation of service:Am I called to a devoted single•

life, marriage, religious life, priesthood?
Occupational vocation: How do I live my faith as a•

student? What is God calling me to do for a living, and
how do I glorify God through that?

Boston Quo Vadis Retreat Asks Young Men: Where Are You Going?

Boston’s third Quo Vadis retreat, attended by these young men
in July 2017,  was its largest and most diverse to date.



Quo Vadis activities connect participants to
their faith through:
Prayer: Mass, Reconciliation, Eucharistic Adoration,•

the Rosary, and the Divine Mercy Chaplet
Fellowship: Meeting and making friends with other•

young men interested in deepening their faith
Discernment: Taking time to reflect on what God is•

calling them to do
Talks and presentations to explore and deepen faith•
Play: Community-building traditions of  “capture the•

flag,” kickball, ninja

Boston’s 2017 Quo Vadis Retreat
The third Quo Vadis retreat in the Archdiocese of
Boston was held from July 27-30, 2017 at Boston Col-
lege in Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts, USA. The pro-
gram has grown from 16 retreatants in 2015 (its first
year) to 40 retreatants this past July. This year’s group
also included five adult chaperones and six seminarians.
The retreat was promoted through our quarterly St. An-
drew Dinners, local Catholic high schools, parishes and
the Archdiocese of  Boston Vocation Office. We also
have a website to promote the Quo Vadis program
(www.quovadisboston.com). Most of  our attendees
come because they have made a Quo Vadis retreat be-
fore or are encouraged to do so by a friend.

Our 2017 retreat was the most diverse to date,
with a 50/50 mix of  urban and suburban young men
representing many different ethnic communities. Re-
treatants were charged a $50 fee to participate, but some
boys required financial aid. Support from the Serra In-
ternational Foundation allowed us to offer scholarships
to 10 deserving young men so that they could attend. 

Each day, the retreat community celebrated
Mass. Seminarians provided the music for worship in
the LifeTeen Mass tradition. Talks/group discussions in-
cluded “Grace and Purity,” “Obstacles and Resilience”
and “Vocational Discernment.” There were quiet times
for prayer, Confession and individual counseling, and
generous meals each day to feed the crowd of  hungry
teenage boys. Certain activities have evolved into much-
anticipated annual traditions, such as the opening
evening visit to the ice cream shop and the highly spir-
ited and competitive “capture the flag” game.

Results
Now in our third year, we are beginning to see the fruits
of  the Quo Vadis retreats in Boston. Three of  our Quo
Vadis retreatants are working with our Vocation Office
on plans to attend seminary following high school grad-
uation. One of  our goals for the coming year is to hold
periodic Quo Vadis reunions to continue the community
and fellowship of  these young men on their journeys to
discovering God’s plans for them.

Our Vocation Office is constantly working on
new ways to foster vocations in the Archdiocese of
Boston. These efforts were detailed in a recent article in
the Boston Globe featuring one of  our three vocation di-
rectors, Father Eric Cadin, which references our retreat
programs like Quo Vadis.

Our ability to hold our Quo Vadis retreat, to
keep our registration fees affordable, and to welcome
young men who cannot attend without financial aid,
would not be possible without the support of  the Serra
International Foundation. %
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Join us in a monthly international prayer of the Rosary, 
via conference call! At 8:00 a.m. Central Time (-6:00GST) 
on the last Saturday of every month, Serrans worldwide

gather to recite the Rosary for vocations.

The next three Rosary dates are:
January 27, 2018

February 24, 2018
March 31, 2018

To join from your computer, tablet or smartphone, go to:
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/31431598

https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/31431598


Last year, the Petit Séminaire St. Gabriel Onema Ototo in the
Diocese of  Tshumbe, Democratic Republic of  the Congo, ap-
plied for a grant from the Serra International Foundaiton to
repair a section of  its dormitories that had collapsed. Seminary
Director Father André Otshudi Wonyondja sent the following
report and photos (above) detailing the repairs last October:

The Petit Séminaire St. Gabriel Onema Ototo was
created in 1958, under the direction of  Msgr.
Augustin Joseph Hangedorens, as apostolic

vicar of  Tshumbe. On December 8 of  the same year, the
seminary welcomed young boys in whom he cultivated
and matured priestly vocations.

In fact, for the first six years of  its existence, the
Petit Séminaire was operating with incomplete units that
would be progressively completed in 1963/1964. Since
then, this nursery of  vocations welcomes, every year,
hundreds of  children, candidates for the priesthood,

who are lodged in eight spacious dormitories. The supe-
rior capacity offered by the seminary dormitories have
earned its status as the largest boarding school of  all
schools in the Diocese of  Tshumbe and Sankuru
Province in the Democratic Republic of  Congo.

Unfortunately, the dormitories, like the other
buildings of  the Petit Séminaire, were hastily and tem-
porarily built as a stand-in until permanent buildings were
developed on another site, which never materialized.

That is why, from the years 2006-2007, even be-
fore the Institution celebrated its Golden Jubilee, cracks
appeared which began to precipitate the early collapse
of  buildings whose columns have plummeted, thus plac-
ing some dormitories almost out of  use since 2009.

Under this condition, this large boarding school
has begun to lose its high prestige afforded by its once
high housing capacity. Since my predecessors, we have
stripped ourselves, seeking which Saint to whom we
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Tshumbe seminarians sleep safely in freshly repaired dorms

Rubble litters the exterior of a portion of the dormitory
where the wall had completely collapsed.

Early stages of work on the foundation begin. The wall and graduated windows are repl



should devote ourselves to obtain what we need to put
these dormitories in a state of  use, and this for nearly a
decade, and to free, therefore, the poor little seminarians,
from fear of  knowing first-hand the fate of  the Jewish
inhabitants of  the tower of  Siloam.

And as hope, it is said, does not deceive, the
Serra International Foundation put at our disposal
$10,500 which we have used to repair a building meas-
uring 30 meters long and 7 meters wide, which houses
the first and second dormitories.

At the end of  the work, we are very happy and
pleased to announce to our benefactors that the amount
of  money allocated has helped us to make a satisfactory
repair of  our first two dormitories:

• The columns and beams were replaced along two ve-
randas
• The building rejuvenated by a touch of  sparkling paint
• The new doors and windows were replaced
• The Complete Solar Kit for Bleaching has been added
• Reconstruction of  the collapsed wall

We are satisfied because this rehabilitation
marks the beginning of  the recovery of  the large capacity
of  our boarding school. While last year, we were unable
to safely and decently lodge 100 young seminarians, this
year, thanks to this work, we were able to house 147 stu-
dents.

This rehabilitation did not happen without pro-
voking the jovial reactions of  the seminarians and their
parents. They do not hesitate to declare their satisfaction
and thank cordially the Serra International Foundation,
who will already begin to benefit from their ultimate
prayer intentions so that they can continue to help them,
even for the repair of  other dormitories, and also work
for the relief  of  other needy and vulnerable people
around the world.

In sum, this refurbishment has brought to all
the staff  and the whole population of  the Petit Seminaire
Onema Ototo a certain cheer, even if  the state of  the
other dormitories not yet rehabilitated leaves something
to be desired. %
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      laced. Bright white and blue paint complete the building. The young seminarians now have a safe place to sleep!
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Read the Opening Prayer and Scripture out loud. 

Opening Prayer 
O God, throughout the ages you have called women and
men to pursue lives of  perfect charity through the evan-
gelical counsels of  poverty, chastity, and obedience. We
give you thanks for these courageous witnesses of  faith
and models of  inspiration. Their pursuit of  holy lives
teaches us to make a more perfect offering of  ourselves
to you. Continue to enrich your Church by calling forth
sons and daughters who, having found the pearl of  great
price, treasure the Kingdom of  Heaven above all things.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and

reigns with you in the unity of  the Holy Spirit, one God,
forever and ever. Amen. (Adapted from the Prayer for the
Year of  Consecrated Life, United States Conference of  Catholic
Bishops)

Scripture 
Joshua also said to the people, “Sanctify yourselves, for
tomorrow the Lord will perform wonders among you.”
(Joshua 3:5)

Take time for silent reflection, and then read the Introduc-
tion out loud. 

Introduction 
In the Bible, sanctifying means separating oneself  from
those things that would contaminate one’s relationship
with God. Thus, sanctification carries with it the conno-
tation of  separating oneself  from all that is unclean in
order to pursue a life that seeks holiness and purity. 

From this scriptural view, consecrated life arose
in the Church as a form of  Christian living by those
called to follow Jesus in a more intense way. While the
consecrated life is a distinct and specific vocation within
the Christian tradition, some form of  this life has existed
in many cultures and in all the world’s great religions.
Specifically, as Catholics, we believe that every baptized
person is called to holiness. For some, the consecrated
life is the way they choose to grow in holiness by con-
forming their lives to Christ’s so intensely that they make
a public profession of  poverty, chastity, and obedience. 

Vatican II highlights two reasons why a person
might undertake this state of  life. First, in order to be set
free from those obstacles that could hold them back from
loving God more perfectly, and secondly, in order to con-
secrate themselves in a more thorough way to the service
of  God. By dedicating themselves to this special way of
living, these individuals become outward signs in the
Church and participate in a special way in the salvation
of  the world. (Lumen Gentium #44) 

Introduce a speaker or the facilitator can read the following
paragraphs with pauses in between. 

Featured Club Program:
The Many Forms of Consecrated Life

One of  your Serran friends says, “Pop quiz!
How many forms of  consecrated life can you

name?” Would you reply, “Cloistered and not clois-
tered,” or “Communities for men and communities
for women”? Or do you know more forms of  conse-
crated life?

You are invited to expand your knowledge
and appreciation for this vocation by using “The
Many Forms of  Consecrated Life,” a new program
written for use at your club meeting or for Serrans’
private prayer and study. It is one of  the several new
programs being added to the second part of  the Pro-
grams Manual by the USA Council Programs Com-
mittee. 

All of  the programs in the manual are com-
plete presentations that can be used in place of  a
speaker or panel. Any Serran can facilitate the pro-
gram at a club meeting. Or an outside speaker could
use it as an outline or a handout. Each program is di-
vided into sections:  an Opening Prayer, a quote from
Scripture, an Introduction, quotes from our Docu-
mentary Tradition, Discussion Questions, a Closing
Reflection and a Bibliography. 

We encourage you to use this program for a
club meeting, especially close to February 4, 2018,
World Day for Consecrated Life.       

—Kathleen Radford, USA Programs Committee
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Documentary Tradition 
The state of  consecrated life is one way of  experiencing
a “more intimate” consecration, rooted in Baptism and
dedicated totally to God. In the consecrated life, Christ’s
faithful, moved by the Holy Spirit, propose to follow
Christ more nearly, to give themselves to God who is
loved above all and, pursuing the perfection of  charity
in the service of  the Kingdom, to signify and proclaim
in the Church the glory of  the world to come. (Catechism
of  the Catholic Church #916) 

Eremetic Life - Without always professing the
three evangelical counsels publicly, hermits “devote their
life to the praise of  God and salvation of  the world
through a stricter separation from the world, the silence
of  solitude and assiduous prayer and penance.” (Cate-
chism of  the Catholic Church #920)

Consecrated Virgins and Widows - From
apostolic times, Christian virgins and widows, called by
the Lord to cling only to him with greater freedom of
heart, body, and spirit, have decided with the Church’s
approval to live in the respective states of  virginity or
perpetual chastity “for the sake of  the Kingdom of
heaven.” (Catechism of  the Catholic Church #922)

Religious Life - Religious life was born in the
East during the first centuries of  Christianity. Lived
within institutes canonically erected by the Church, it is
distinguished from other forms of  consecrated life by its
liturgical character, public profession of  the evangelical
counsels, fraternal life led in common, and witness given
to the union of  Christ with the Church. (Catechism of  the
Catholic Church #925)

Secular Institutes - By a “life perfectly and en-
tirely consecrated to sanctification,” the members of
these institutes share in the Church’s task of  evangeliza-
tion, “in the world and from within the world,” where
their presence acts as “leaven in the world.” “Their wit-
ness of  a Christian life” aims “to order temporal things
according to God and inform the world with the power
of  the Gospel.” They commit themselves to the evangel-
ical counsels by sacred bonds and observe among them-
selves the communion and fellowship appropriate to
their “particular secular way of  life.” (Catechism of  the
Catholic Church #929)

Societies of Apostolic Life - Alongside the dif-
ferent forms of  consecrated life are “societies of  apos-
tolic life whose members without religious vows pursue
the particular apostolic purpose of  their society, and lead

a life as brothers or sisters in common according to a
particular manner of  life, and strive for the perfection of
charity through the observance of  the constitutions.
Among these there are societies in which the members
embrace the evangelical counsels” according to their
constitutions. (Catechism of  the Catholic Church #930)

The facilitator can read the Discussion Questions 
out loud for a general or small group discussion. 

Discussion Questions 
Do you know people living any of  the forms of  conse-
crated life? How do you know they are consecrated?

Vatican II emphasized the universal call to holiness for
all the People of  God. If  this is true, then in what sense
does a person achieve holiness through living one of  the
many forms of  consecrated life? 

Identify the many ways Serra fosters vocations to the
consecrated life.

If  time permits, invite the small groups to share with the
large group any insights that they gain from the group dis-
cussion, then read the Closing Reflection. 

Closing Reflection 
Consecrated life in the Church began with its inception
and continues, in its many traditions, to find inspiration
in the life, words, and actions of  Jesus. Jesus Christ him-
self  is the ultimate root of  the consecrated life and the
vocation to this way of  life is a gift. Bestowed by the Fa-
ther by means of  the Holy Spirit, consecrated life is faith-
ful to the Gospel as it embraces those specific
characteristics of  the life of  Jesus by living a life that is
chaste, poor, and obedient so that the unfathomable
riches of  His mystery are present in the world and draw
everyone toward the Kingdom of  God. 

While these counsels are often experienced in
a public profession of  vows by a consecrated person,
they provide an example for all disciples to live a life
consecrated to God. For example, all of  us are called to
live the evangelical counsels in some form because they
put limits and boundaries on basic human desires for
money, sex, and power. 

Poverty allows people to put relationships at the
center of  their lives instead of  the collection of  material

  
     

Continued on page 18



Nyombayirebaziga Priest Vocational Training
Centre was established in 1983 by the
Catholic Church Administration in Rwanda.

Its main objective was to train the youth in priesthood
so as to boost the Church’s work within the country.

In 1994, nearly 1 million Tutsi in Rwanda ex-
perienced genocide at the hands of  the majority Hutu
government, which affected all sectors of  the country.
This also affected the Nyombayirebaziga Priest Voca-
tional Training centre: some of  its structures were dam-
aged beyond use; its training equipment was looted,
damaged and burnt. The center could not continue its
training work in this state, and by necessity, was closed.

It was not until 2013 that the project was re-
vived, resuming the training of  75 priests. Starting from
zero, the center had to buy all-new training materials,
furnishing, bedding, and other necessities, and faced the
reconstruction and renovation of  its structures.

Nyombayirebaziga sought funding from the
Serra International Foundation in 2016 for these ongo-
ing needs. A grant awarded was used to cover costs of
scholastic materials and, most importantly, paid for the
construction and installation of  a borehole which is cur-
rently used to provide water to the centre. 

Thanks to this grant and through other contri-
butions from external sources, the centre has been able
to continue training youth in the vocation of  priesthood.
Because the structures to accommodate trainees is now
in place, they expect their enrollment to grow. Besides
priests, they also train people who serve Catholic
churches and organizations around Rwanda.

Nyombayirebaziga’s infrastructure still has a
long way to go to meet the training and social welfare
needs of  its students, but it is on track to ordain 113
priests in August of  2018, and is furthermore registering
more youth to train to serve the Catholic Church. %
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Foundation grant brings water to priest training center in Rwanda
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Serrans have been inventing, road-testing and
fine-tuning all manner of  vocation promotion
activities and programs for decades. Most of

these are described in various internal organizational
manuals and other training aids, but Serra had never got-
ten around to sharing these with other vocations pro-
moters – until now.

In a conversation with Serra’s USA Council
President Greg Schwietz, Fr. Ralph O’Donnell, Execu-
tive Director of  USCCB’s Secretariat of  Clergy, Conse-
crated Life and Vocations, mentioned that having all
these vocations activities in one place for the benefit of
vocations promoters – especially rookie vocation direc-
tors – would be a project worth pursuing.

“Greg approached me and I was thrilled with
the idea,” says USA Council President-Elect Judy
Cozzens. “I personally be-
lieve that Serra is here to
serve, and who better to
serve than vocation direc-
tors and vocation promot-
ers?  Greg and I both
realize that Serra has been
through a lot and we need
to present a new face of
Serra to our bishops and
vocation directors.  Qual-
ity work to assist them in
their recruitment work is a
very good way for Serra to let them know we are here to
serve now and in the future.”  

Cozzens, Schwietz and the USA Council Voca-
tions Committee began the process of  compiling all the
Serra vocation promotion activities they could find, and
getting feedback from vocations directors on what sort
of  resource they would find most helpful. 

This idea evolved into www.serraspark.org, a
free online resource center housing extensive details on
23 vocation promotion activities and programs. It’s mar-
keted as a convenient toolkit specifically for vocation di-
rectors, but is also very useful for Serrans and other
vocation promoters. 

With help from the Serra International Foun-
dation, the website was completed by the late summer

of 2017 and debuted at the National Council of  Catholic
Vocation Directors (NCDVD) annual conference in
New Orleans last September. The USA Council Board
hosted a reception for over 30 first-time vocation direc-
tors, giving both groups a chance to interact and be in-
troduced to the Serra Spark website.

“The directors were delighted with the new re-
source,” Cozzens says. “Over 30% of  the vocation direc-
tors are new each year and supporting them with this
resource saves them time and helps them adjust to their
new job. We even had some new directors who are hop-
ing to get a Serra club in their area.”

Feedback from that fruitful meeting revealed
that some vocation directors would like elements of  the
site translated into French and Spanish. Others sug-
gested some programs be added to the toolkit. The Spark

team is working on these
developments.

Serra sponsored a
table for three days at the
conference and had a
chance to speak with
about 100 vocation direc-
tors and other support or-
ganizations. Because the
event was so successful
and allowed Serra to make
many great contacts for its
ministry, the USA Council

Board plans to attend the next NCDVD conference in
September 2018 in Phoenix.

“There is much more work to be done promot-
ing our new project,” Cozzens said. “A great resource is
only good if  people know where it is and use it.  We
need to help our bishops and vocation directors become
familiar with this site and understand how to use it.”

Cozzens adds, “Sometimes Serra members
wonder what their dues are paying for. We pray you will
all visit the www.serraspark.org website and see the
beautiful resource we are providing for vocation direc-
tors and other vocation promoters like Serrans. This is
Serra money supporting vocations by assisting our vo-
cation directors who are on the frontline working for
more vocations for our beautiful Church.” %
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www.serraspark.org

USA Serrans start something big with SPARK 
Free online vocation promotion toolkit launched in September 2017
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by Michael B. Moloney MSF, CFP

Michael Moloney has served on the Audit Committee for Serra
International. He has been in the field of  finance for 30 years,
and is willing to answer questions and help Serrans who are
seriously interested in planned giving. 

Planned Giving helps you meet your
personal, financial and estate planning
goals by making a lifetime charitable
gift. This article will help you learn
about a few ways to give and the bene-
fits of each method.

GIFTS OF STOCKS AND BONDS
Donating appreciated securities, including stocks or
bonds, is an easy and tax-effective way for you to make
a gift to the Serra International Foundation.

Benefits of gifts of stocks and bonds:
  Avoid paying capital gains tax on the sale of  appreci-•

ated stock
  Receive a charitable income tax deduction•
  Further our vocation mission today•

How to make a gift of stocks and bonds:
By electronic transfer:  Please contact us for in-•

structions on how you can transfer stock or bonds from
your brokerage or investment account to the Serra Inter-
national Foundation.

By certified mail: If  you hold securities in cer-•
tificate form, you will need to mail two envelopes sepa-
rately to complete your gift. In the first envelope, place
the unsigned stock certificate(s). In the other envelope,
include a signed stock power for each certificate. You
may obtain this power from your broker or bank. Please
remember to use certified mail.

More on gifts of stocks and bonds:
There are special rules for valuing a gift of  stock. The
value of  a charitable gift of  stock is determined by taking
the mean between the high and low stock price on the

date of  the gift. Mutual fund shares are valued using the
closing price for the fund on the date of  the gift.

GIFTS OF REAL ESTATE
Donating appreciated real estate, such as a home, vaca-
tion property, undeveloped land, farmland, ranch or
commercial property can make a great gift. 

Benefits of gifts of real estate:
  Avoid paying capital gains tax on the sale of  the real•

estate
  Receive a charitable income tax deduction based on•

the value of  the gift
  Leave a lasting legacy•

How to make a gift of real estate:
Your property may be given to Serra International Foun-
dation by executing or signing a deed transferring own-
ership. You may deed part or all of  your property to the
Serra International Foundation. Your gift will generally
be based on the property’s fair market value, which must
be established by an independent appraisal.

Specific issues regarding gifts of real estate:
Mortgaged Property - Please contact us if  the•

property you wish to give has existing debt or a mortgage.
Indebtedness can affect your charitable tax deduction.

Difficult Property Gifts - Certain properties•
pose challenges. We have adopted policies to limit the
acceptance of  certain kinds of  real estate. Please check
with us before making a gift of  real estate so we can ex-
plain our gift acceptance policies.

Capital Gains Tax - Check with us on the cap-•
ital gains tax implications of  your gift. You may also be
interested in life income options.      

GIFTS OF RETIREMENT ASSETS
Donating part or all of  your unused retirement assets,
such as your IRA, 401(k), 403(b), pension or other tax-
deferred plan, is an excellent way to make a gift to Serra
International Foundation. If  you are like most people,
you probably will not use all of  your retirement assets

Planned Giving to the Serra International Foundation
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during your lifetime. You can make a gift of  your unused
retirement assets to help further our mission.

Benefits of gifts of retirement assets
  Avoid potential estate tax on retirement assets•
  Your heirs would avoid income tax on any retirement•

assets funded on a pre-tax basis
  Receive potential estate tax savings from an estate tax•

deduction

How to make a gift of retirement assets
To leave your retirement assets to Serra International
Foundation, you will need to complete a beneficiary des-
ignation form provided by your retirement plan custo-
dian. If  you designate Serra International Foundation
as beneficiary, we will benefit from the full value of  your
gift because your IRA assets will not be taxed at your
death. Your estate will benefit from an estate tax chari-
table deduction for the gift.

More on gifts of retirement assets
Did you know that 60%-70% of  your retirement assets
may be taxed if  you leave them to your heirs at your
death? Another option is to leave your heirs assets that
receive a step up in basis, such as real estate and stock,
and give the retirement assets to Serra International
Foundation. As a charity, we are not taxed upon receiv-
ing an IRA or other retirement plan assets.

Please contact us if you have already included Serra
International Foundation as a beneficiary of your re-
tirement assets. We would like to thank you and recog-
nize you for your gift.

GIFTS OF INSURANCE
If  you have a life insurance policy that has outlasted its
original purpose, consider making a gift of  your insur-
ance policy to Serra International Foundation. For ex-
ample, you may have purchased a policy to provide for
minor children and they are now financially independ-
ent adults.

Benefits of gifts of life insurance
  Receive a charitable income tax deduction•
  If  Serra International Foundation retains the policy•

to maturity, you can receive additional tax deductions
by making annual gifts so that we can pay the premiums

  If  Serra International Foundation cashes in the pol-•

icy, you will be able to see firsthand how your gift sup-
ports our charitable work

  If  we retain the policy to maturity, or you name us as•
a beneficiary, once the policy matures, the proceeds of
your policy will be paid to our organization so that we
can use the proceeds to further our charitable work

How to make a gift of life insurance:
To make a gift of  life insurance, please contact your life
insurance provider, request a beneficiary designation
form from the insurer and include us as the beneficiary
of  your policy.

Please let us know if you have already named us as a
beneficiary of your life insurance policy. We would like
to thank you and recognize you for your gift.

BEQUESTS
What are the benefits of making a bequest?

  You leave a lasting legacy to be remembered•
  You lessen the burden of  taxes on your family•
  You may receive estate tax savings•

How do I make a bequest?
A bequest is one of the easiest gifts to make. With the help
of  an adviser, you can include language in your will or
trust specifying a gift be made to family, friends or Serra
International Foundation as part of your estate plan.

A bequest can be made in several ways:
  You can gift a specific dollar amount or asset•
  You can gift a percentage of  your estate•
   You can gift from the balance or residue of your estate•
   You can make a beneficiary designation of certain assets•

QUESTIONS?
The different ways to give to Serra International are
many. As you consider these options, realize everyone’s
situation is different, and there are many more options
available. Please contact Ann Moloney at 314-265-6481
or amoloney@serrainternational.org to receive addi-
tional help or to set up a phone appointment with
Michael Moloney. %
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1. Extreme Need
Let’s face it, “We need priests” is an understatement!
The Serra Foundation is the best distributor of  funds
specifically to help find priests worldwide. 

2. Funds Frugally Distributed 
Ten years as secretary/treasurer of  a foundation in St.
Louis has taught me how to spot organizations that uti-
lize volunteers in extreme ways. With just four employ-
ees in a global organization, Serra is phenomenal in
their unique strategy to employ volunteer help.

3. God won’t leave me alone about it!
Truth is, we, you and me, were chosen for this work.
Each of  us has a unique story about how we got in-
volved with Serra, and why we stick with it. Working
for vocations is a passion for me, an innate calling to as-
sist my brothers and sisters in Christ to find what God
is calling them to do for the Kingdom. 

How about you? Let us know why you donate to the
Serra International Foundation. We’d like to share your
story on our Facebook page and Serran publications. %

Ann Moloney, Serra Club of  St. Louis, Missouri, USA

Three BIG Reasons...
Why I give to the 
Serra International Foundation

possessions. Choosing intentional or voluntary sim-
plicity enables us to focus on our relationship with
God, ourselves, and others in order to support those
experiences in our lives that hold real lasting value
rather than transitory or passing value. 

Chastity is sexual purity which can be experi-
enced differently depending on our state of  life. For
people who are single, married, ordained, and vowed
the experience of  chastity is refraining, monogamy,
and abstinence. 

Obedience is about submission of  our will to
an appropriate authority in order to have a structure
for discernment in place. Through our baptism, we
made a promise of  obedience to God as Lord of  our
lives and an obligation to discern God’s will for us. 

Living the Christian life is all about the cor-
rect orientation of  our priorities as children of  God.
As Catholics, we are universally called to set bound-
aries on our basic human drives and desires so that we
are able to focus more clearly and intentionally on our
God and align ourselves with what is holy. The Con-
secrated Person, living the Gospel in a radical way, is
a shining example for the rest of  us. %

Bibliography
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Pope John Paul II. Faithfulness to the Gospel: Messages of
John Paul II on Consecrated Life. Daughters of  St. Paul
1982.   

Boost your club’s prayer life! Let the Programs Manual:
Call to Holiness amplify your members’ spiritual bond with
thought-provoking club programs for any time of  the year.
Download it for FREE at: https://serraus.org/club-meetings-
programs/.This manual can be used to create instant club pro-
grams for use with a speaker, chaplain or other facilitator.

Consecrated Life
Continued from page 13

USA Serrans: Thinking of using your RMD 
for charitable giving? 

A required minimum distribution (RMD) is the amount
that traditional, SEP or SIMPLE IRA owners and quali-
fied plan participants must begin distributing from
their retirement accounts by April 1 following the year
they reach age 70.5.

List Serra International Foundation as your tax-free
qualified charitable distribution (QCD). Up to $100,000
of your annual RMD from IRAs may be distributed di-
rectly to a 501(c)(3) public charity, enabling you to
avoid paying income taxes on that amount.  Call Ann
Moloney at 314-265-6481 if you have questions.
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We have all heard of  the concept of  giving
back our time, talent, and treasure. It
seems that Serrans are generally very good

at recognizing the importance of  charitable giving in all
three of  these areas. One definition of  charity is the vol-
untary giving of  help, typically in the form of  money to
those in need. 

One area of  great need that Serrans should be
concerned about is the many places in the world where
they lack the necessary funds to support vocations to the
priesthood and religious life. That need may be for pro-
grams, buildings, or maybe just the basics such as food,
water, and health care. A great way for individual Ser-
rans and Serra clubs to support these programs is to give
to the Serra International Foundation. 

The Foundation gets hundreds of  requests from
all over the world to help in their vocation work. But our
Foundation, like all foundations, gives only from their
earnings and not their principle. There is a great need to
increase that principal. So, as Serrans, please prayerfully
consider including the Serra International Foundation
in your annual giving.

I was recently in a small town of  Dayton (pop-
ulation: 2500) in the eastern part of  the state of  Wash-
ington, USA. The priest saying Mass, Father Steve
Werner, was the pastor of  three different parishes. This is
just one small example of  the shortage of  priests in thie
United States, where approximately 3,500 parishes are
without a parish priest, and why the work of  Serra is so
important. Father Werner’s homily was on giving, as it
was Stewardship Sunday in the Diocese of  Spokane,
Washington. The readings for that day were Ezekiel 33:

7-9, Romans 13:8-10, and Mathew
18:15-20. These texts  give us a for-
mula for dealing with difficult and
complex situations.  Father started
out by saying the readings tell us that
God is saying we are responsible for
other people, not just ourselves. That
is why we pay taxes and support those
less fortunate than we are, but also
why we must give back to God through our churches,
seminaries, communities, schools and any other chari-
ties that touch our hearts. Everything we have is just a
gift from God for our use while present here on this
earth. Father Werner went on to say that not only do we
need to give, but that a strong need to give is part of  our
human nature! He talked about tithing or the giving of
10 percent of  your income back to God. Of  course, he
was talking about giving to that parish, community, and
diocese. At the end of  Mass he thanked all the people
for all that they do and have given in the past.

Since we are talking about tithing and also have
been asking Serrans to send us their clubs’ best practices,
especially in the areas of  vocations and membership, I
was recently reminded about an area in the United
States where they send many men to the seminary and
on to the priesthood: Wichita, Kansas USA. When
asked why they are so blessed, one of  the local priests
said it is because the parishioners tithe and they attend
perpetual adoration of  the Blessed Sacrament on a reg-
ular basis (see p. 22 in this issue -- Ed.).

Please include the Serra International Founda-
tion in your giving this year! %

It is human nature to share
Everything we have is a gift from God

Daniel Jones
President,

Serra International

Make your everyday purchases work 
for vocations! 

All year long, when you shop at Amazon, begin your
shopping session at smile.amazon.com/ch/36-6084012. 

A portion of the sale will be donated to the Serra In-
ternational Foundation. How easy is that?
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In many of  the dioceses where Serra
clubs currently exist, this question of
relevance arises.  Either this is the re-

sult of  an internal review of  Serra club ac-
tivities, or it comes in the form of  an
unwelcomed comment from an outside
observer.  The question to be dealt with is
always, “Does the work we do make a dif-

ference?” In other words, is Serra relevant to the work
of  the diocese in its efforts toward fostering vocations to
the priesthood and religious life, and/or in its affirma-
tion programs for those who have already made that sin-
gular, life-long, vowed commitment as ordained
ministers or consecrated religious?

How do we know? I suggest two ways to find out.  
FIRST, as identified in my earlier article regard-

ing Top 10 clubs, one of  the items a top club does regu-
larly is to dialog with their local bishop and his
representative, normally the diocesan vocation director.
The needs of  the local church take on a primary impor-
tance, and are continually confirmed or challenged by
the ever-changing needs of  the diocese. This is important
and cannot ever be superseded by what the local club
feels is more important, or by “what we did yesterday.”
Serra clubs are invited and allowed to serve at the invi-
tation and will of  the local bishop.  It is our primary job
to be attentive to his direction, and by association, with
the diocesan vocation director. We present ourselves as
ready, willing and able workers for the vineyard of  vo-
cations. But we don’t offer ourselves empty-handed. 

The SECOND part of  our determination to do
relevant work is to realize that part of  the reason we are
respected as Serrans worldwide is because of  our dedi-
cation and commitment to vocations and in the mani-
festation of  this through Serra’s long-time activities and
programs. 

Enter: SERRA SPARK (www.SerraSpark.org).
This past year, Serra’s National Council for the United
States (USA Council) has worked closely with the
United States Conference of  Catholic Bishops (USCCB)
in our capacity as a national consultant, and in collabo-
ration with the National Conference of  Diocesan Voca-
tions Directors (NCDVD) to develop a state-of-the-art

digital resource for diocesan vocation directors and
parish vocations committees nationwide.  

Of  course, what attracts leadership from these
two organizations to Serra is our content. But, in addi-
tion to proven programs, Serra is also attractive because
it offers “boots on the ground” in the form of  Serrans
around the country, eager and able to help. So, relevance
becomes a two-factor item: First, helping with or doing
what your bishop and vocation director see as impor-
tant; and secondly, offering to your bishop and vocation
director a one-two punch, both 1) fostering and discern-
ment programs in the form of  Serra Spark and 2) active
Serrans to implement and support such activities.  

Serra Spark is an up-to-date presentation of  23
vocations activities that have been vetted and performed
throughout the United States and abroad. While some
are not so new, these programs have been proven effec-
tive over the years and stand on their own. Most impor-
tantly, these 23 programs were selected by
representatives of  the NCDVD around the USA as the
most desirable for implementation. Each of  the activities,
identified as TOOLS in the SerraSpark.org website, is
presented in their basic, best practices format with ref-
erences to local examples and tested variations on a
theme. In some cases, the tool will also provide ready-
to-use art work and supporting documents.  It’s a one-
stop vocations resource.  And it is very important to our
mission and work.   

Relevance happens on both levels of  Serra en-
gagement: 1) recruiting or fostering new vocations, and
2) affirming and supporting existing vocations. So
whether it is the starting of  a new recruitment activity,
like Houston’s adoption and implementation of  the
Called by Name program (SerraSpark tool #2) or if  it’s
the Spokane club replacing a long-time golf  outing with
its first-ever priests and bishop only steak fry and barbe-
cue, asking the right question, of  the right persons, and
using the considerable program and people resources of
Serra will find your club once again the “go to” club,
doing big and relevant work. %

Contact President Schwietz at gregschwietz@gmail.com.

Doing Big Things and Being Relevant
Is Your Serra Club Relevant?

Greg Schwietz
President,

Serra’s National
Council for the
United States
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As you look to the future, you are called
to discern ever more creative ways to
anoint all of  God’s people with the oil

of  wisdom and strength needed to embrace the
prophetic mission as witnesses of  evangelic joy
and hope in a broken world.”  

These words came from homily given
by His Eminence Pietro Cardinal Parolin, Secretary of  State of  the
Vatican, during the 2017 annual meeting of  the United States Con-
ference of  Catholic Bishops. While the Cardinal’s words were di-
rected at the bishops of  the United States, this message should
resonate with all Catholics.

We, as Serrans, must always be aware of  the numerous ways
in which we can provide wisdom, strength, and hope to this world.
Moreover, we should be aware of  the sources of  wisdom, strength,
and hope within our own Church, going back to its founding. Ever
since the first days of  the Church, Christians bore witness to one an-
other, growing in solidarity and communion with each encounter.
All of  this flowed from the life, death and resurrection of  Jesus
Christ, the basis for our Church and the source of  all priestly and re-
ligious vocations. Without the example set by Christ, the apostles
and first saints would not have been so inspired to go out and pro-
claim the Gospel to all nations, without regard for the persecution,
suffering, and, even martyrdom that they faced. This adherence to
the roots of  first Christian community and teachings passed down
from prior generations has sustained the Catholic Church for over
2,000 years.  

St. Alphonsus Liguori said it best when he addressed groups
which had broken away from the Church saying, “How does it hap-
pen that these new masters of  faith do not see that being separated
from the Catholic Church, and having lost obedience to her, they
have also lost the rule of  faith, so that at the present time they have
no sure rule by which they can ascertain what is of  the faith or what
is not; thus, they walk in the dark, changing the articles of  their
belief  from day to day ... On the other hand, the Catholic Church’s
constant uniformity of  doctrine in the dogmas of  faith, from its first
foundation by Jesus Christ, demonstrates the truth of  the Catholic
Church. It has been the same in all ages, so that the truths we believe
at the present day were believed in the first ages.”   

As Serrans, we must always be mindful and protective of
the foundational elements of  our Church.%

Contact John Liston at jliston@serrainternational.org

The Importance 
of a Strong Foundation

John Liston
Executive Director,
Serra International

Distribution Schedule 
for The Serran Magazine

Dear Serrans,

I am writing this sidebar to explain the irregular
distribution schedule for the past two issues of
The Serran.Historically, Serra has used Concep-
tion Abbey’s print shop for the production and
distribution of  The Serran. This system worked
well for many years and Serra was happy to
support a Catholic printer. However, as printers
began to consolidate and create larger
economies of  scale, Conception Abbey began
to lose business to secular printers.  Serra was
one of  Abbey’s last clients before it closed its
print shop last year. 

As a result of  this, Serra began the
process of  searching for a reliable printer to
produce four print issues of  this magazine each
year in a cost effective fashion.  After some trial
and error, we believe we have now found such
a printer.  I apologize for the erratic distribution
of  the magazine over the course of  the last year
and assure that we will do everything in our
power to provide you with high quality content
on a consistent basis going forward.  

Since this magazine was relaunched in
2014, our editor, Anne McCormack, has done
an excellent job of  preparing four issues per
year around certain themes. The first issue of
the year focuses on “Serranship”: how we can
be better Serrans outwardly; the second issue
focuses on spirituality and the development of
the interior lives of  Serrans; the third issue fea-
tures the events of  the Serra International Con-
vention (held this coming year in Nashville,
Tennessee, USA, June 28-July 1, 2018); and the
final issue of  the year highlights the good works
performed by the Serra International Founda-
tion. This pattern will continue over the coming
years to help all of  us grow in faith and fellow-
ship as Serrans.

John Liston, Executive Director
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If  Christ were to ask you, as he did his apostles cen-
turies ago, “Can you not spend one hour with me?”,
what would your answer be? In a very true sense He

is posing that question to each and every one of  us today
through our Pope who has said that every lay person,
working with his or her bishop, has a duty to do some-
thing about the vocations situation. The very least we can
do is pray. If we, as Serrans, truly believe in our aposto-
late and that we should begin our work with prayer,
how better, or more intimately, than in the presence of
the Blessed Sacrament and praying for vocations? There
are adoration programs of  varying degrees in most dio-
ceses throughout the country; however, many of these do
not have as an intention the increase of  vocations.

For almost 10 years the Diocese of Orange, Cal-
ifornia, responding to the encouragement of  the late
Bishop Johnson, has had a well-structured, well-received
Perpetual Adoration Program with intentions of “Deep-
ening the Spirituality of Our People and Vocations to the
Priesthood and Religious Life.” That is right down the
Serra “party line” and many Serrans participate. Although
it is always difficult to provide proof positive that any “pro-
gram” produces priests, the fact remains that the number
of young men entering the seminaries from that diocese
has steadily increased during this period. Coincidentally,
the greater number are from the parishes most active in
the program.

In his message of  May 14, 1986 to the U.S. bish-
ops assembled at Collegeville,  Minnesota to reflect on the
vital subject of  vocations in today’s Church, Pope John
Paul II emphasized that “It is necessary to foster a pro-
found trust in the power of  the paschal mystery as the
perennial source of  vocations to the priesthood and reli-
gious life” and that “It is (the Lord) alone who gives vo-
cations and the grace to accept and to overcome the
obstacles opposed to them.” To further quote our Pope,
“Let us face the vocations challenge with that equanim-
ity and realism which take into account the effectiveness
of prayer, and which are never devoid of supernatural hope.”

Does your club, parish or diocese have a well or-
ganized, on-going adoration program? If  not, why not?
If  there is one, can it be expanded? This is a program
which is flexible and can be adapted to almost any parish,
diocese or situation. It is one which will not interfere with

other club programs. It
costs little, if  anything,
in dollars. It is one in
which every able
member of  a club
can become in-
volved. Basically
all that is necessary is to
propose a realistic, structured pro-
gram to the pastor of  each parish, preferably
through the office of  the ordinary to assure support and
compliance with rules concerning exposition. If  they say
“No,” they really don’t understand the problem, or, more
likely, you haven’t done a good job of  selling it!

It is all very well to say that we each should pray
for vocations in our own way, or that we are already in-
volved in an adoration program of some sort, but should
we not extend this effort beyond ourselves? The bottom
line must be more people praying for vocations. This is a
great opportunity to help create that parish and family en-
vironment in which vocations can be found and nurtured.

This is a program to which it is difficult for any-
one who calls him or herself  a Catholic or Serran to say
“No.” If  a person can spend two or three hours watching
a ball game, at the beach, on the golf  course or tennis
court, how can he or she say, in good conscience, that they
can’t spend one hour reflecting upon our apostolate and
praying in a most personal manner to Him who alone can
“give” us what we need and are asking for? Perhaps we
are not “asking” enough or in the right manner. Is get-
ting up in the  middle of the night for an hour or so really
such a sacrifice when we think of what our priests do for
us and the ultimate paschal sacrifice?

An adoration program for vocations should be a
mission of  every Serra club and Serran. As the Rev. J.
Kevin Kenny said in his noted remark: “A person joins
Serra to help perfect his call to holiness in Christ. His
Serra Club is a help in this or it is a waste of time....
just a luncheon club with a mild dose of religious mania.”

To Christ’s question, “Can you not spend one
hour with me?” – What is your answer?

This article originally appeared in the December 1986 issue of
The Serran Magazine.

Eucharistic Adoration: What is YOUR Answer?
by James Carpenter, Jr., Serra Club of San Diego



Where You’ll Stay
Feel inspired by the sights and sounds of  Music Valley Drive during your stay at
The Inn at Opryland, our convention venue. Located near the famed Grand
Ole Opry, and just 7 miles from Nashville Airport, this first-class hotel com-
bines the excitement of  Nashville with a comfortable, inviting place to recharge.
Enjoy complimentary shuttle service to popular area attractions including the
Grand Ole Opry, General Jackson Showboat and Opry Mills Mall--Tennessee's
largest shopping destination. The convention rate at the Inn at Opryland is
$155 plus tax per night including free parking.

Nashville: Home of  Country Music
If  music is your thing, you’re in the right place. After registering for the con-
vention on Wednesday, June 27, get your ticket for the Grand Ole Opry con-
cert hall, now home to the show that made country music famous! The next
day, consider a tour of  the Country Music Hall of Fame before opening Mass
at the Cathedral of the Incarnation at 5 p.m. Enjoy entertainment at the recep-
tion after Mass, but get yourself  to the Ryman Auditorium for authentic blue-
grass starting at 7:30 p.m. Of  course, there’ll be plenty more cultural and
culinary adventures for you to enjoy! We look forward to revealing these soon.

Outstanding Speakers
We are proud to announce that His Eminence Thomas Cardinal Collins,
Archbishop of Toronto, and Most Reverend Peter Sartain, Archbishop of
Seattle, are at the top of  our confirmed speakers list. Stay tuned to Serra Inter-
national publications for a list of  our excellent speakers who will challenge and
nurture your faith and orientation toward our unique vocations mission.

Stay Later for an All-American Holiday
The convention ends just days before July 4, Independence Day. Consider ex-
tending your stay to take advantage of  the fireworks and festivities in this iconic
American city!

NASHVILLE
Tennessee, USA
June 27 – July 1, 2018

More details coming soon to www.serrainternational.org
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Having attended the Celebration of Priesthood and
Religious Life Dinner a couple of  times, Ellard

McBane, then Vice President of  Membership for the
Serra Club of Hamilton, approached me about joining
Serra. I said, “Yes.”  My husband David and I were offi-
cially inducted as members on January 19, 2012. By
Charter Night in June of that same year, I was asked to
be Vice President of  Vocations.  I said, “Yes” -- a little
hesitant, but “yes” nonetheless.  

During the Year of  Consecrated Life, we
changed the name of the dinner where we honour our
50th Year Jubilarians to the Celebration of  Priesthood
and Consecrated Life Dinner. The Diocese of Hamilton
annually holds the diocesan Anniversary Mass honour-
ing married couples for milestone years, so to be in line
with the diocese, the Serra Club of Hamilton began giv-
ing special mention to Jubilarians of the same milestones.
It is wonderful to give gratitude to those who serve qui-
etly for many years. 

I’ve learned much as a Serran about vocations,
both to the ministerial priesthood and to consecrated life,
as well as the vocation of the layperson. It is certainly ex-

citing to gather regularly with like-
minded individuals who move for-
ward working for God. Now
having served five years in the
Serra Club of Hamilton, I’ve been
asked and generously voted in as
President. I definitely was not ex-
pecting this honour and vote of
confidence; however, I said, “Yes”
and will move forward relying on
the help of our Lord and the assistance of a wonderful
team of Serrans. 

In Rome for the Serra International Conference,
it was rewarding to feel the camaraderie among Serrans
of  all nations. We were gracious with each other; we
looked out for each other; we were one in the Lord. It
was a very satisfying feeling to be in relationship with so
many people we didn’t know personally, but whom we
felt we did know, in that we have a common faith. 

I enthusiastically anticipate future meetings with
fellow Serrans to continue to elevate the call of our min-
istry and of others as faithful servants of God. %

Why Am I a Serran?
Margaret Carreiro, Serra Club of Hamilton, Ontario, Canada

Margaret 
Carreiro


