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ON OUR COVER: 

Serrans gather on the steps of St. Peter’s in the 
Loop before Mass that would include the organiza
tion’s official consecration to St. Joseph. Serra was 
consecrated to the Blessed Virgin Mary in 1985. In 

the words of Fr. Nathan Cromly, who celebrated the 
consecration Mass, Serra is now consecrated to the 
“greatest man and the greatest woman in history,” 
and we should follow their example of “daring the 

impossible.” Photo by Emily Cudnik.
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The Serran Calendar 
 
December 11, 2021 
Serra Meets Most Reverend Thomas Daly, 
Episcopal Adviser for Serra’s USA Council, via 
Zoom (see p. 21) 
 
December 25, 2021 
Serra Global Rosary for Vocations 
 
January 8, 2022 
Serra Meets Bill Donohue, via Zoom (see p. 
21) 
 
January 29, 2022 
Serra Global Rosary for Vocations 
 
February 2, 2022 
World Day for Consecrated Life 
 

“You are at the front lines of the Church in your humility. If you want to lead this 
organization, to make it explode, root it in lives of holiness.”

Father Nathan Cromly, C.S.J.
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After weathering the disap-
pointment of two consecutive 
Serra International conven-

tions cancelled due to the Covid-19 pan-
demic, Serrans were finally able to 
convene at the historic Palmer House 
Hilton Hotel in downtown Chicago from 
October 7-10, 2021. Only members from 
within the United States were able to at-

tend due to travel restrictions related to 
the pandemic, so the true international el-
ement of gathering with friends from 
around the world was sorely missed. 
However, representatives from the Serra 
Councils of Mexico and Central America, 
Australia and New Zealand, Great Britain, 
Italy, Thailand, India, and Brazil provided 
video reports for the “Serra Around the 

World” session, and this emerged as one 
of the most popular and moving presen-
tations of the event. 

Convention attendees were treated to a 
streamlined agenda, featuring a wonder-
ful and profound spiritual retreat guided 
by Father Brian Welter, Executive Director 

Be Not Afraid: Moving Forward with Hope

Continued on next page

Fr. Gervan Menezes preaches at the convention’s Opening Mass in the Palmer House Grand Ballroom.
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of the Institute for Priestly Formation. Father Nathan Cromly, C.S.J., Founder of 
Eagle Eye Ministries and the St. John Institute, dared Serrans to go the distance in 
parts unknown, like their patron St. Junípero Serra, and was the principal celebrant 
at the Mass at St. Peter’s in the Loop where our organization was consecrated to St. 
Joseph. You can find his talk on p. 12. Finally, Bishop Ronald A. Hicks of nearby 
Joliet Diocese gifted Serrans with a thoughtful talk about vocations. 

Serrans receiving extra special recognition at the convention were the Missionaries 
of Junípero Serra Award Winners (p. 9), and top club contributors to the Serra In-
ternational Foundation. 

Following an unprecedented presidential term of over two years owing to the pan-
demic, Past President Ruben Gallegos, PhD of Brownsville, Texas (see his ‘State of 
Serra’ address on p. 8) passed the torch to incoming Serra International President 
Michael Bragg of Toledo, Ohio (see his “The Year Ahead” speech on p. 14).  

Among the new faces at the convention were Membership Coordinator Barbara 
Luster, Administrative Assistant Giovana Rodriguez Garcia, and Development Di-
rector Tim Bobillo, who are all recent additions to Serra’s staff under Executive Di-
rector John Liston. Communications Director Anne McCormack was also present. 

The successful event marked a joyful return to Serran fellowship in person, where 
members enjoyed togetherness at Mass, Adoration, in workshops, while listening 
to speakers, and while breaking bread. We look forward to seeing our friends from 
outside the United States in Toronto for Serra’s 79th International Convention, July 
14-17, 2022. 

Continued from previous page

Fr. Gervan Menezes with a future Serran before the Opening Mass.

Serra’s USA Council Board and staff held their meeting ahead of the convention’s kick off.

Serra International Trustee Emanuele Costa gives a video presentation about 
the activities of Serra in Italy during the Serra Around the World session. 

Chicago mariachis entertain during the Welcome Reception in Palmer 
House’s famed Red Lacquer Room.
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BE NOT AFRAID

MOVING FORWARD WITH HOPE 
SERRA’S 78TH INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION 

Chicago, Illinois, USA | Palmer House Hilton 
October 7 - 10, 2021 

St. Peter’s in the Loop Church is famous for the 18foot crucifix on its facade, designed by 
Latvian sculptor Arvid Strauss and executed by Chicago artist J. Watts. A highlight of the 
convention was Mass with Fr. Nathan Cromly, C.S.J., as the main celebrant (see photo 
above right), who consecrated Serra International to St. Joseph. Fr. Cromly is pictured at 
rigth flanked by incoming President MIchael Bragg (left) and outgoing President Ruben 
Gallegos, Ph.D, before the St. Joseph statue at the church.

Serra convention re
treat master and na
tive Chicagoan Fr. 

Brian Welter recently 
became Executive Di

rector for the Insti
tute for Priestly 

Forrmation in 
Omaha. Here he 

stands with Conven
tion Committee Chair 
and fellow Omahaan 

Tim O’Neill.

In this Year of St. 
Joseph, the earthly 
father of Jesus was 
present at our con
vention in several 
ways, including on 
the cover of the con
vention program 
booklet. The conven
tion theme was: “Be 
Not Afraid: Moving 
Forward with Hope.”
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ABOVE: The Missionaries of St. Junípero 
Serra Award winners received special 
recognition for going “above and be
yond” for Serra especially during the 
pandemic. This new award was insti
tuted by President Gallegos (third from 
left) in 2021. For the full list of winners, 
see p. 10. 
 
ABOVE RIGHT: Convention Committee 
Chair and Past Serra International Presi
dent Tim O’Neill was singled out as the 
first recipient of the Sean Yeo Award, for 
his outstanding contribution to the 
prayer life of Serra with his creation of 
the monthly Global Rosary for Vocations. 
 
LEFT: Morie Ratuiste of the TriCities, 
Wash., club, receives his medal from 
President Gallegos with joy.

ABOVE: Serra International Executive Director John Liston re
ceives a special ceramic Mission of San Carlos Borromeo de 
Carmel gift from Fr. Richard Getchel of Green Bay, Wis. 
 
LEFT: Serrans of the Pacific Northwest Region pose for a group 
shot with Serra USA Council President Richard Arians, fourth from 
left.
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LEFT: As is tradition, past presidents of Serra International usher incoming President Michael Bragg to the 
front of the room after the Delegates Meeting. Visible behind President Bragg are past presidents Matthew 
McCloskey IV (19841985), Dan Jones (20172018) and Tim O’Neill (20152016). ABOVE: President Bragg and 
all Serra International past presidents in attendance in Chicago.

LEFT: President Bragg’s wife, 
Sharon, and son Christopher look 
on as he gives his “Year Ahead” 
speech at the final banquet. 
 
RIGHT: Fr. Richard Getchel extends 
a special blessing over the 2021
2022 Serra International Board.

LEFT, BOTH PHOTOS: Happy Serrans 
enjoy the hallway reception before 
the banquet.
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The State of Serra 
 

Speech by Ruben Gallegos, PhD 
Past President, Serra International

We attended Mass at Our 
Lady of Guadalupe 
Church when my wife 

and I moved to Dallas, Texas. I met Bishop 
Thomas Tschoepe of the Diocese of Dallas 
at a meeting to assist the Spanish-speaking 
Catholics. I served as the chairman of an 
advisory committee. 

We attended Mass at St. Joseph Church 
when my wife and I moved to Edinburg, 
Texas. I met Sister Dorothy and she con-
vinced me to teach CCE classes. 

We attended Mass at Queen of the Sea 
Church when we moved to South Padre Is-
land, Texas. We lived at the Island for only 
two years. 

We attended Mass at Mary, Mother of the 
Church when we moved back to 
Brownsville, Texas. Father Patrick Doherty 
from Ireland was the pastor for many 
years. Rev. Msgr. Heberto M. Diaz from 
San Juan, Texas, is the pastor now.  

I found peace inside a Catholic Church 
and a tremendous feeling after attending 
Mass. 

I was invited by Robert Aziz to attended a 

meeting of the Serra Club of Brownsville. 
On Oct. 9, 1993 I became a member of 
Serra International and have the Serra 
membership number 19553. I have fol-
lowed the adages “Always forward, never 
back” and “Never say ‘No’ to Serra” when 
asked to serve as an officer. I have served 
in most Serra offices.  

On June 16, 2019, I attended Mass at the 
Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe in Mex-
ico City and was named President for 
Serra International at 77th Serra Interna-
tional on June 19, 2019.  

Serra has a major challenge because it con-
tinues to lose membership. Since 2004 
Serra has lost 8,000 members.   

I asked for guidance from Our Lady and 
St. Junípero Serra.  St. Junípero Serra was 
a missionary. Let Serra follow St. Junípero 
Serra and become missionaries.  

At the Serra Convention in Mexico City I 
introduced the Missionaries of St. Junípero 
Serra Program. The program consisted of 
four steps and one component. Step 1was 
for all Serrans to pray for vocations. Step 2 
was for all Serrans to invite all Catholics to 

pray for vocations. Step 3 was for all Ser-
rans to invite all Catholics to Serra club 
meetings. Step 4 was for all Serrans to in-
vite all Catholics to join the Serra Club. 
The contest component rewarded the 
clubs that followed Steps 3 and 4 to the 
maximum and increase membership. My 
goal was to increase the number of 
Catholics praying for vocations.   

On Sept. 11, 2019 I attended Mass at St. 
Peter’s Church. I traveled to Chicago to 
meet with John Liston and the Chicago 
staff. I thanked Martha Perales-Clark, who 
was retiring, for her many years of service 
to Serra.  

On Sept. 28, 2019, I attended Mass at the 
St. Louis Cathedral in New Orleans where 
I traveled for a Serra International Board 
meeting. I made a PowerPoint presenta-
tion to the board on the Missionaries of St. 
Junípero Serra Program. We reviewed the 
hotel where the next convention was to be 
held.  

On Oct. 24, 2019 I visited the Cuernavca 
Cathedral. I traveled to Cuernavaca, Mex-
ico, to attend the Serra Council of Mexico 
Convention. It was an honor for me to call 

Past President Ruben Gallegos, PhD

Milestones and Masses 

I attended Mass at St. Ignatius of Loyola Church when I lived in El Ranchito, Texas. 
I served as an altar boy with five others. Every Sunday I would drive the priest from 
San Ignatius Church to Our Lady of Lourdes Church in La Paloma, Texas and to Sa-
cred Heart in Los Indios, Texas. Father Joseph O’Conner from Ireland was our priest 
and our role model.  

I attended Mass at Christ the King Church when my family moved to Brownsville, 
Texas. Father Juan Nicolau from Spain was the pastor and was very charismatic. He 
convinced me to teach CCE classes. 
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the convention to order. It was indeed a 
highlight of the convention to meet infor-
mally with the participants especially from 
Central America. 

On Nov. 15, 2019, I attended Mass at the 
Shrine of Our Lady of Aparecida. I traveled 
to Aparecida, Brazil, to attend the 32nd Pil-
grimage of the National Serra Movement 
to the Sanctuary of Our Lady of Aparecida.  

On Dec.13, 2019, I visited the Pontifical 
North American College located in Rome, 
Italy. Serra International is a big supporter 
of the College and I was honored to pres-
ent a gift to them. I thanked the college for 
the wonderful lunch that was provided to 
the seminarians and us. I visited with two 
seminarians who were happy to practice 
their Spanish with me. 

On Dec. 19, 2019, I traveled to Nashville, 
Tennessee, where I attended the 2019 An-
nual Vocations in Progress Dinner. I was 
so happy to visit with several Spanish-
speaking seminarians and their families. I 
was so proud to speak to them in Spanish 
as well as English when I addressed the 
seminarians and their relatives. It was a 
beautiful event but the highlight was the 
meeting of the happiest Dominican Sisters 
that I have ever met. The Sisters were so 
tremendous and happy that I asked what 
they were drinking that night. The answer 
was a “bottle of joy.” 

On Jan. 15, 2020, I attended Mass at San 
Buenaventura Mission. I traveled to Ven-
tura, California, to attend the Serra Rally 
sponsored by the Serra’s USA Council.  

On January 29, 2020, I attended Mass the 
Holy Family Church Victoria, Texas. I at-
tended the 60th Anniversary of the Serra 
Club of Victoria, Texas. Congratulations to 
the Serra Club of Victoria, Texas. I enjoyed 
speaking with all especially the priests, sis-
ters and the seminarians. 

On Feb. 1, 2020, I attended Mass at the Re-

tiro Chapel in Aregua, Paraguay. I traveled 
to Asunción, Paraguay, to attend the En-
cuentro Nacional Serra. It was held at the 
Casa Retiro Carlota Palmerola. The Ser-
rans from Paraguay are the happiest Ser-
rans that I have met. 

In March 2020, the Evil One blew dirty air 
into the world and stopped me from trav-
eling. I wanted to travel to Argentina, the 
Philippines, and Hong Kong.  

For the last two years and three months I 
enjoyed serving as President of Serra In-
ternational but most I enjoyed all the trav-
eling and attending Mass in different 
countries. 

Missionaries of St. Junípero Serra 

Congratulations to all the Serra clubs that 
participated in the Missionaries of St.  
Junípero Serra Membership Contest. In 
2020 the program was pilot-tested in the 
USA and the Serra Club of Houston re-
cruited 47 new members. In 2021 the pro-
gram was expanded to the whole Serra 
world. The Serra Club of North Houston 
recruited 35 new members.  

I developed a second component which 
was to select 10 outstanding missionaries 
whom I identified as a I traveled the Serra 
world. These are Serrans who never said 
“No.” I also added two outstanding Serrans 
who have passed but left a tremendous 
Serra legacy: Past Serra International Pres-
ident Sean Yeo of Hong Kong and Blessida 
Diwa of the Philippines. I will award a 
Medallion of St. Junípero Serra to the 10.  

Also, I will present the Sean Yeo Award to 
a Serran for promoting holiness. As Serra 
International president, Sean promoted 
holiness through his Handbook for Serrans 
Called to Holiness. May he rest in peace.  

I want to introduce the third component 
of the Missionaries of St. Junípero Serra 
Program: I would like every club to visit 
every Catholic Church in their diocese and 

ask the pastor to post a picture of St. 
Junípero Serra inside the church or in the 
parish hall.  

The Power of a Priest 

Twenty years ago my father, Alfonso Gal-
legos, entered the hospital for a heart op-
eration. The doctor talked to the family 
and informed us that our father was in a 
coma and to make funeral arrangements 
for him. A Baptist minister entered the 
waiting room and asked if he could pray 
with us. He prayed so beautifully and was 
so well-dressed and well-groomed. As I 
lowered my head, I saw the new and well- 
shined shoes he was wearing. I thought, 
“Maybe the Baptist Church is the true 
Church.” Then a member of the family 
said, “We need to ask for a Catholic priest 
to administer Last Rites.” An old priest ar-
rived at the hospital within the hour. He 
was wearing clothes and shoes that had 
seen better days. He walked so slowly with 
us to the ICU. He opened his old book and 
administered the Last Rites to my father. 
He sprinkled holy water on my father. My 
father woke up and told us that he was 
hungry. One of my sisters started yelling 
“Alleluia! Praise the Lord! Thank God!” 
The nurses came to the ICU and ran us out 
because of the yelling. No one could be-
lieve what we saw. My father lived for over 
five more years and passed shortly before 
his 90th birthday. He lived to meet his 
great grandson who continued with his 
name of Raul Alfonso Gallegos. Because of 
my father’s experience, the teaching of Fa-
ther Joseph O’Conner from Ireland, and St. 
Junípero Serra from Spain, I will always be 
a Catholic. 

The Catholic Church needs more sisters as 
happy as the Dominican Sisters from 
Nashville. Let us pray to have happier 
priests, sisters, and brothers who can really 
dance because of their happiness.  

Mary, Mother of Vocations, pray for us. %
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HERENIA CORONEL DE CARDOZO - ASUNCIÓN, PARAGUAY 

A leader of the Paraguay clubs 

Herenia became a member of the Serra 
Club of Asunción on the day of the Virgin 
of Guadalupe, December 12, 2001, with 
her husband, Delfos Gaspar Cardozo 
Medina, and six other members in the 
Sagrada Familia Parish of the city of Fer-

nando de la Mora. Herenia was president of the Serra Club of 
Asunción for two terms in addition to being the club treasurer, 
secretary, and VP for Programs. Also, she did training talks on 
Serra, its objectives and spirituality at the 56th Paraguay-
Uruguay district convention. 

FERNANDO DOSAL - MEXICO CITY, MEXICO 

A leader of the Serra International Coun-
cil of Mexico and Central America 

As President of Serra’s Mexico and Central 
American Council, Fernando and his 
team organized and hosted the 77th Serra 
International Convention held in Mexico 
City in June 2019. Fernando has served in 

many leadership positions in his club and council. Fernando 
wrote a highly inspiring Christmas message to the Council of 
Mexico presidents during the worst time of the pandemic.  

AFFONSO IANONNE - SÃO PAULO, BRAZIL 
A leader of the SI Council of Brazil 

Affonso J. Iannone joined the Serra Club 
of São Paulo in June of 1964. In these 55 
years of Serra life he was president of his 
club, governor of District 112, and Coor-
dinator of the Brazilian Region South 1. 

He became President of Serra International in 1998 and later be-
came the President of the Brazilian Serra Council. 

DAN JONES - PORTLAND, OREGON 

A leader of Serra International and the 
USA Serra Council 

Dan Jones has been a Serran since 1980. 
He has served as the Portland Club’s VP 
of Vocations, VP of Membership, and VP 
of Programs. On two different occasions, 
he also served as president. He has also 

served as District 12 (1-S) Governor and Regional Director. Dan 
served on the USA Council Vocations Committee as a member, 
chairman and VP of Vocations. He later became USA Council 
president. Dan has served on the Serra International Board as 
trustee, VP of Communications, and as President of Serra Inter-
national. Dan also served on the Serra International Foundation 
Board for two years.  

ANNE LARKINS - MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA 

A leader of the Serra International Coun-
cil of Australia, New Zealand and the 
South Pacific 

Anne Larkins has been a member of the 
Serra Club of Melbourne for over 15 years. 
She served as VP Membership and was 
club president from 2012 to 2015. She 

joined the Serra Council of Australia, New Zealand and the 
South Pacific as a trustee, VP of Membership, and has served as 
president since 2016. She has attended a number of Serra Inter-
national conventions and USA Serra Rallies over the past 10 
years and values the connections with an international commu-
nity of Catholics.  

 

 

 

MISSIONARIES OF ST. JUNÍPERO 
SERRA AWARD WINNERS 

The Missionaries of St. Junípero Serra Award was established in 2021  
by Serra International President Ruben Gallegos, Ph.D. The award recognizes  

Serrans all over the world who have exhibited outstanding leadership  
and initiative, especially during the pandemic.



KURT METYKO - HOUSTON, TEXAS 

A leader of Serra International and the 
USA Serra Council 

Kurt became a member of the Houston 
Serra Club in 1968, joining his father 
Frank (1977 Serra International Presi-
dent). Kurt held all the club, district and 
council positions culminating with his 

2011 presidency of Serra’s National Council for the United States. 
He has been a member and past chairman of the Diocese of 
Galveston-Houston’s St. Mary’s Seminary Advisory Board, serv-
ing from 1978 until 2014. As Serra International Board VP for 
Membership, Kurt drafted the bylaw amendment to help low-
income countries within Serra.  

TIM O’NEILL - OMAHA, NEBRASKA 

Leader of Serra International and the 
USA Serra Council 

Tim O’Neill, Serra International Past 
President, has been actively involved in 
Serra for 32 years. During this time, he 
has held several offices within his club, 
including as president in 1991. He served 

as District 9W governor and on the Serra International Board 
Nominating Committee, and was a member of the Serra Inter-
national Board of Trustees from 2012 to 2018. Tim served as 
Serra International President from 2015 to 2016, and currently  
is President of the Serra International Foundation. Tim devel-
oped the International Rosary for Vocations prayed the last Sat-
urday of every month.  

MORIE RATUISTE - TRI-CITIES, WASHINGTON 

A leader of the USA Serra Council 

In 2010, Morie and his wife, Cocot, joined 
the Serra Club of Tri-Cities. Since then, he 
has held several club positions with in-
creasing responsibilities including presi-
dent and district governor. Morie 
introduced the “9 for 9 Challenge” to 

match our patron St. Junípero’s nine missions that he established 
in California with nine new members for each club. That initia-
tive so far has yielded 15 new members in the Serra Club of Tri-
Cities, of which 90% are still active in the club leadership. Morie 
currently serves on the USA Council Program Committee. 

ULYSSES SEBBEN - VALE DO IGUAÇU, BRAZIL 

A leader of the Serra International Coun-
cil of Brazil 

Ulysses Sebben helped establish the Serra 
movement in Brazil in 1966. He serves as 
the Executive Director of the Serra Coun-
cil of Brazil. He embraced the “Mission-
aries of St. Junípero Serra” program and 

lead the recruitment last year of an additional 10,000 Brazilian 
Catholics to pray for vocations. Through Serra, he has been able 
to participate in important national and international events. 
Among these, he has traveled to Rome and enjoyed audiences 
with Pope Paul VI, Pope Saint John Paul II (four times), and Pope 
Benedict XVI. 

GREG SCHWIETZ - OMAHA, NEBRASKA 

A leader of Serra International and the 
Serra USA Council 

Greg joined Serra in 1983 in his longtime 
home of Omaha. He worked in numerous 
capacities at the club level for many years 
until 1999 when he served as club presi-
dent. His commitment to the Serra Club 

of Omaha continues at the club board level as trustee. Subsequent 
Serra leadership positions include district governor, USA Coun-
cil region director, Serra International trustee, and president of 
the United States Council. Greg currently is Serra International 
president-elect. Greg implemented the Missionaries of St. 
Junípero Serra Membership Contest in 2019 in the USA and ex-
panded it to include more countries last year. 
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An Encounter with Christ Made 
Possible by Serra 

As I served those Masses and all those 
guys were watching me, the Pope decided 
to come. I really wanted to go, but there 
was no way my family could afford to 
send me. It was just out of the question. 
Denver? It may as well have been the 
moon! About a week and a half before 
Pope John Paul II came, I got a phone call 
from the nephew of a couple in the 
Toledo Serra Club. He said, “Congratula-
tions, you just won a competition! You 
won an all-expense paid trip to Denver to 
see the Pope.” I said, “Competition? I did-
n’t enter a competition.” And he goes, “I 
know, I know. You can write your essay 
when you get home.”  

So, the Toledo Serra Club invented an 
essay competition to send me to Denver. 
A few of the members chipped in to-
gether for what was probably a nominal 
donation and I was a happy beneficiary.  

I was standing in the crowd on August 14, 
1993. It was twilight with the Vicar of 
Christ on the stage. I had 300,000 of my 
peers standing with me. Pope John Paul 
II, I’ll never forget it, says: “Young people, 
who among you will be a good shepherd 
for the sheep of Christ? Who among you 
will lay down his life for the sheep?” 

All I know is that at that moment, it was 
Jesus Christ speaking to me. I lost track 
of time and I had an encounter with the 
Lord in which he asked me if I would, in 
fact, be one of those shepherds. And I 
said “Yes.” I’m here today not because of 
me, but because of you and a group of 
four or five old guys in the back of church 
who had the gumption to fight for voca-
tions in a city and in a time when voca-
tions seemed impossible.  

I remind you that when the Pope wanted 
to come to Denver, he was advised by the 
bishops not to. He was told it would not 
work, that the young people weren’t all 
that excited, that America wasn’t all that 
Catholic of a country, that he had to go to 
this place, that place, whatever other 
place, anywhere but where he wanted to 
go. And he kept saying, “It’s got to be 
Denver.” And so he insisted. I was so in-
spired by that encounter that you made 
possible that I gave my life to the Church, 
and I gave my life to God, and by his 
grace, I’m not taking it back. 

Feeling Discouraged? Look to St. 
Junípero Serra 

I want to speak about that act of hope be-
cause it’s still alive in your hearts. There 
are some here today who are discouraged. 
You’re discouraged because your chapter 

doesn’t have any young people in it. 
You’re discouraged because the young 
people don’t seem to care. You’re discour-
aged because everybody’s upset with each 
other, everybody’s saying that we’re di-
vided even though we’re not. Everybody 
says that there’s no hope and we should 
just fold up. “Our diocese reconfigures, 
there’s not enough, they’re closing down 
churches.” We scramble around acting 
like we’re not sons and daughters of 
Junípero Serra.  

I just want to remind you of something: 
when Junípero Serra started his walk up 
the California coast he was 54 years old! 
He had a wound in his leg from which he 
had never recovered. He got the wound 
when he was 31 years old, in Mexico. He 
left the beautiful islands of the Mediter-
ranean where he was a PhD in theology 
to become a missionary in Mexico. He 
shows up, gets a bug bite that never heals 
on his leg, so he’s limping in pain with an 
ulcerated wound as he begins to walk. In 
his total journey from age 54 to age 71 
when he died 17 years later, he walked 
24,000 miles by foot. I point out some-
thing amazing about that number: it hap-
pens to be the number of miles around 
the globe. He literally walked around the 
world for Jesus Christ with pain in his leg. 
When you do the math his total number 
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Dare the Impossible, Serrans! 
 

Talk by Fr. Nathan Cromly, C.S.J. 
Founder, Eagle Eye Ministries and St. John Institute

I am a fruit of the Toledo Serra Club. When I was 17 years old, Pope John Paul II 
decided to come to America, and he came to Denver. I really wanted to go. I had 
just met the Lord three years before. I had an experience with Jesus Christ where 

I felt called to the religious life. I wanted to become a monk. From that time on, I started 
serving Mass, I was praying the Rosary, I was just on fire for God. A group of old guys 
(not that Serrans are all old guys!) in the back of church would see me up there serving 
the 7 a.m. Mass for the nuns. Little did I know that that makes you vocation target num-
ber one!

Father Nathan Cromly, C.S.J.



of baptisms equals another person bap-
tized every three days of those 17 years of 
life. And where he went there was noth-
ing; there was no encouragement, and 
there were no people there telling him 
that he was doing a great job. There was 
every reason for him to despair. He had 
soldiers in his group that were a bunch of 
yahoos, to put it nicely. He had to deal 
with the politics coming from his order, 
the politics coming from the soldiers, 
with all the different intrigues that could 
take place, and the misdeeds 
and the mistakes. But he never 
stopped hoping. Remember his 
motto: “Siempre adelante.” For-
ward. Always forward. 

You would think that a fellow 
who left his mom and dad for-
ever, have them die without 
him being present – having given his life 
the first time when he left his home to 
teach, the second time when he went to 
Mexico, and for a third time when he 
went to California – you’d think that this 
fella would be a model for us today. We 
live in a Church where it seems like we 
feel entitled: we’re entitled to success, 
we’re entitled to success with ease, we’re 
entitled to success with a celebration 
around us, of everyone telling us we’re 
doing a great job. You know, that’s not 
how our Church was built. If we go back 
to the foundation, Jesus Christ asked his 
apostles to follow him. They had to leave 
everything behind and risk it. 

The Founders of Our Church 
Faced Insurmountable Odds 

It’s not because of our talents, it’s not be-
cause of our treasure, it’s not because of 
our glorious past that we’re going to make 
it. It’s because of our dependency on Jesus 
Christ. Where there is Jesus Christ, there 
is victory always. This is why we fight. 
This is what we need to rediscover: when 
God makes everything shake around us 

– the economy, the election, everything 
going on in our Church – you can get so 
dejected and so despondent that you for-
get that Jesus Christ gave himself to the 
apostles to preach him before he was pop-
ular. And when they went with that gusto, 
and with that strength, and confidence of 
hope, the Word of God spread like wild-
fire. But it spread through the determina-
tion and the sheer grit of those who chose 
to carry his Word where it was uncom-
fortable to go.  

Read St. Paul 2 Corinthians Chapter 11.  
“I have worked more than all the other 
apostles.” You ever feel that way? You’re 
like, “Gosh, I’m in the Knights of Colum-
bus and Serra Club and the parish finance 
council…” After this event half of you will 
just stand up and put the chairs away be-
cause you’re so used to doing it! 

St. Paul continues: “I have been impris-
oned more frequently, been flogged more 
severely and been exposed to death time 
and again.” All for his belief in vocations. 
He was a priest of Jesus Christ and he was 
looking for more. To do that, he had to 
put himself on the line.  

St. Paul is left more times than you can 
count with no support. And sometimes 
he felt bad about it. He wrote, “They all 
abandoned me.” No, it’s supposed to be 
easy, St. Paul, it’s the organization’s job to 
make sure that our chapter has what we 
need. Give me a break. You are the organ-
ization! We know this, we just don’t like 
it. There’s something about today’s 
Church, you might need to be a holy per-
son in order to make it. Maybe it’s time 

for the saints to rise up and lead. Maybe 
that’s what we need. Maybe Jesus is like, 
“I didn’t build the Church on the back of 
lazy folks who just rode the wave of insti-
tutions and cultural Catholicism, so I’m 
going to let the institutions fail, and I’m 
going to make the culture turn its back on 
Catholicism, and I’ll see if there’s any 
friends of Jesus Christ in the audience 
today. If you would follow me, pick up 
your cross and follow me.” 

Listen to this quote by Mother 
Teresa: “People are often unrea-
sonable, illogical and self-cen-
tered; forgive them anyway. If 
you are kind, people may ac-
cuse you of selfish ulterior mo-
tives; be kind anyway. If you are 
successful, you will have some 
friends and some true enemies; 

succeed anyway. If you are honest and 
frank, people may cheat you; be honest 
and frank anyway. What you spend years 
building, someone could destroy 
overnight; build anyway. If you find 
serenity and happiness, they may be jeal-
ous; be happy anyway. The good you do 
today, people will often forget tomorrow; 
do good anyway. Give the world the best 
you have and it may never be enough; 
give the world the best you have anyway. 
You see, in the final analysis, it is between 
you and God; it was never between you 
and them anyway.” 

I found that quote so inspiring because in 
this very real way, you can feel left behind 
as a Roman Catholic in today’s Church 
fighting for priestly male celibate voca-
tions. Well imagine how hard it is to be a 
priest who is a male celibate – we’re one 
step ahead of you! It’s so consoling to look 
over your shoulder and see you believing 
in us, loving us, helping us, fighting for 
us. You don’t know the value and the 
courage that you have; Christ hides it 
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We live in a Church where we feel entitled:  
to success, to success with ease, to success 
with a celebration around us, of everyone 

telling us we’re doing a great job.  

That’s not how our Church was built.
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Good evening and a warm wel-
come to our Reverend Fa-
thers, members of the Board 

of Serra International, members of the 
Board of the Serra International Founda-
tion, members of the Board of The United 
States Council for Serra International, fel-
low Serrans, friends and guests. I am so 
pleased that you are all able to be here 
tonight and I hope you have had a won-
derful convention. Obviously, due to cir-
cumstances beyond our control, it’s been 
far too long since we have been together in 
person and it is heartwarming that we 
were able to do so here in Chicago. When 
Dr. Gallegos and the Convention Commit-
tee were discussing the theme for this con-
vention, it instantly became clear that we 
needed to focus on following Jesus Christ, 
not being afraid, and moving forward with 
hope. Hopefully we began to take some 
small steps in that regard this weekend.  

Before continuing with my remarks 
tonight, I would be remiss if I did not say 
a few “Thank yous” for this wonderful 
convention. As you all are aware, the last 
international convention was held in Mex-
ico City in 2019. We were scheduled for a  
convention in the city of New Orleans; the 
local committee had done a great job, and 
we were so looking forward to that con-
vention. Unfortunately, we all know what 
happened: Covid 19. That convention had 

to be canceled and we could not schedule 
any convention due to the uncertainty and 
restrictions in the summer of 2020. We 
were next looking forward to having a 
great convention in Toronto, Canada, and 
the Toronto Convention Committee had 
everything in place for another fabulous 
event. Unfortunately, as of this summer it 
was still impossible to travel back and forth 
into Canada and remains so somewhat 
today. We therefore had to scramble to 
find an alternative site for a convention 
since our Bylaws and Constitution rely on 
the convention for the Delegates Meeting, 
the approval of budgets and the election of 
officers. The Serra International Board also 
thought it was important for everyone to 
get together to the extent they could.  

All that being said, a small group of people 
worked very hard to put together this 
wonderful convention in a matter of 
months as opposed to a matter of years. I 
hope you all agree that they did a fantastic 
job. First and foremost, I need to thank our 
Executive Director, John Liston. While he 
always assists the local convention com-
mittee with logistics, he was thrown into 
the role of being the local Convention 
Committee here in Chicago and along 
with his office had a lot of responsibilities 
for this event. Of course, the real work for 
the convention could not have occurred 
without Anne, Barbara and Giovana from 

the Chicago office.  

Another group of people who worked tire-
lessly were the members of the Serra Inter-
national Convention Committee. This 
committee worked with the Chicago office 
to plan the schedule, select the venue, in-
vite speakers and handle numerous other 
details that are hard to comprehend. 
Chaired by Past President Tim O’Neill, the 
Convention Committee was made up of 
Robert Rudman and Bob Goldsmith, with 
fatherly advice from the “king,” Dr. Ruben 
Gallegos.  

I would also be remiss if I did not recog-
nize some Serrans who are responsible for 
me standing here tonight. First, I need to 
thank Janet Dell Freeman from Tiffin, 
Ohio. She asked me to help organize a 
Serra International Foundation Meeting in 
Toledo, Ohio when I was president of the 
Toledo Serra Club. I was able to meet the 
Foundation Board and begin relationships 
with beautiful Serrans around the world. 
Next, I need to thank my friend Dennis 
Leiber and his wife, Margaret. At a Foun-
dation dinner in Toledo, I made the mis-
take of asking Dennis, “How do you get 
one of those Serra lapel badges?” That 
began a lifelong journey moving up in 
Serra International. I also need to thank 
Dan Grady for appointing me to the Serra 
International Board and being a mentor 

The Year Ahead 
 

Speech by Michael Bragg 
President, Serra International

WITHOUT PRIESTS, WE CANNOT HAVE THE SACRAMENTS. 

WITHOUT THE SACRAMENTS, WE CANNOT HAVE THE CHURCH. 

WITHOUT THE CHURCH, WE CANNOT HAVE ETERNAL LIFE. 
President Michael Bragg
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and friend. Finally, I need to thank Tim 
O’Neill and his wife Sally for all their help, 
support and guidance, both on the Serra 
International Board and on the Board of 
the Serra International Foundation.  

About Me 

For those of you whom I have not met, my 
name is Michael Bragg and I am from 
Toledo, Ohio. I’ve been married 37 years 
and have four adult children, one 
of whom, Christopher, is here 
tonight. I could not have done 
any of my work for Serra or the 
Church without the considera-
tion, patience and help of my 
understanding wife and family.  

This is going to be somewhat unusual, but 
rather than setting forth great programs 
intended to change and improve Serra 
during my term as president, I thought I 
would start off by telling you something 
about myself. If I’m going to be the leader 
of Serra International and ask you to fol-
low my lead, I think you should know 
something about the person making the 
ask. The first thing you should know is that 
I am not a cradle Catholic; I am a convert 
to the faith. My grandfather was a 
Methodist minister and I grew up very ac-
tive in the Protestant Church. In fact, when 
I was a teenager – probably around 13 
years old – I thought I might even be a 
Protestant minister one day. Unfortu-
nately, that was before high school where 
I discovered some sins and vices that are 
more appropriate for Confession than 
being part of my talk tonight. I did meet 
my wife Sharon in high school and she was 
a cradle Catholic. Unfortunately, I didn’t 
have the good sense to keep her as my girl-
friend after high school, but we eventually 
found each other again while in college 
and got married in the Catholic Church – 
after my second year of law school – al-
though I did not come into the Church 
that time.  

We raised our children predominantly 
Catholic, had them baptized in the 
Catholic Church, but still occasionally at-
tended my Protestant church, in which I 
was very active, as well as the Catholic 
church near where we lived. Fortunately, 
our God is a very patient God, and kept 
working on me. In Easter of 1998 I came 
into the Roman Catholic Church at the 
Easter Vigil. As a convert, I have a true ap-

preciation of the Eucharist and the sacra-
ments, and perhaps that is why I’m so 
passionate about the work of Serra and our 
need for priests in the Church. As a side 
note, within a year of becoming Catholic I 
was invited by another Toledo attorney, 
Tom Weisenburger, to attend a Serra meet-
ing. I had no idea what Serra was, but  
within a year I was President-elect of the 
Toledo Serra Club. I think that is a very 
typical story for many Serrans here today. 
My wife Sharon and I continue to live in 
Toledo and I continue to practice law 
(when not doing things for Serra or the 
Church).  

Deep Faith before Hard Work 

I think one thing I would like to focus on 
tonight is how we can be the best Serrans 
that God wants us to be. To be good Ser-
rans, we must be faithful in our walk with 
Christ and our Church. You’ve heard it 
said that you cannot give what you don’t 
have. We cannot do the work of Serra 
without a deep love of our Savior and the 
aid of the Holy Spirit. I’m so delighted that 
we began our convention Friday morning 
with a spiritual retreat from Father Welter 
and time before the Blessed Sacrament. I 

am so glad that we had Masses every day 
and the opportunity for Confession. And 
I’m so glad that we began this morning 
with the Morning Prayer of the Church. I 
realize that often as Serrans we get ob-
sessed with coming up with new pro-
grams, with coming up with new methods, 
new techniques, new ways to encourage 
young men to enter the seminary, young 
men and women to consider religious life 

and for married men to consider 
the diaconate. There is nothing 
wrong with that, but if we don’t 
have our own spiritual house in 
order, none of that work will be 
fruitful.  

When Jesus sent out the 12 apos-
tles before him to spread the good news, 
he didn’t give them a program, he didn’t 
give them a speech, he didn’t give them the 
latest materials and brochures. He gave 
them himself. He gave them Jesus Christ. 
The focus of Jesus’ ministry with his apos-
tles was the spreading of the Gospel. We as 
Serrans cannot forget our need to spread 
the Gospel because by spreading the 
Gospel we will be increasing vocations to 
the priesthood, religious life, and to the di-
aconate. We will be strengthening families 
and we will be changing the world.  

I’m also reminded of the story of Mary and 
Martha. Most of us Serrans love to be 
Martha. I am guilty myself of always trying 
to figure out the best way to do something 
– the most efficient way to accomplish my 
goal. Sometimes however, we Serrans need 
to take time to be Mary – to let Jesus lead 
us, to let Jesus guide our efforts. I have 
found throughout my life that when I try 
to do things myself I encounter stumbling 
blocks and roadblocks, but the few times 
that I actually just sit back and say, “Jesus, 
I can’t do this,” and give it to him, things 
happen in miraculous ways that I could 
never have imagined. So, while we contin-

You’ve heard it said that you cannot give what 
you don’t have. We cannot do the work of 

Serra without a deep love of our Savior and 
the aid of the Holy Spirit.

Continued on next page 
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ually need to work on our programs, our 
mission statements, how to engage young 
men and young women how to support 
our priests, we can’t forget to choose the 
better thing like Mary did at the feet of 
Jesus.  

If I’m not mistaken, there’s only one pas-
sage in the Bible in which Jesus actually in-
structs his disciples how to increase 
vocations. Jesus tells his disciples, “Pray to 
the Lord of the harvest to send laborers 
into the field.” Sometimes we diminish the 
prayer aspect of Serra because here in 
America we want to accomplish things - 
we want to have a book, a paper, a pro-
gram, a PowerPoint presentation to show 
what we’re doing. Many vocations, how-
ever, are born by the tears of a grand-
mother praying her Rosary every night for 
her children and grandchildren.  

Please do not think that I am dismissing 
the need to continue working on our pro-
grams that are already developed or are in 
development to help our Church and pro-
mote vocations. Councils around the 
word, especially the United States Council 
of Serra, have been on fire with great ini-
tiatives for Serra. We truly owe our deepest 
thanks to leaders such as Greg Schwietz, 
Judy Cozzens, Dick Arians and Mike 
Downey. St. James clearly said that faith 
without works is dead. They have worked 
tirelessly for vocations over the last many 
years and we are in their debt. We have 
also been told (although I have heard sev-
eral different saints to which it is attrib-
uted) that we must pray as if everything 
depended on God, and work as if every-
thing depended on us. I truly believe in 
that adage. So let’s pray more and work 
harder.  

Don’t forget, however, that when a group 
of disciples started spreading the word 
about Jesus Christ over 2,000 years ago, 
they did not rely on spreadsheets, Power-
Point presentations, slick social media ad-

vertising, or dynamic programs. They 
loved Jesus Christ and wanted to share the 
good news of Jesus Christ. They changed 
the world through their love of Jesus and 
his Church. I think we can learn some-
thing from that. One way to increase vo-
cations to the priesthood and religious life 
is to increase the number of people attend-
ing Mass, believing in the Real Presence, 
going to Confession, and returning to their 
Catholic faith. We cannot be afraid to 
evangelize our friends, our family, our 
neighbors, and our coworkers, and work 
on getting them back to Church as serious 
Catholics. If we are not working to help 
our Church, we are working against it. 

I believe the same thing is true with regard 
to our Serra organization. When Serra 
began, four Catholics met with their 
bishop and started out on a journey. I have 
never seen any great promotional materi-
als, slideshows or presentations from those 
early days. My guess is that these four 
Catholics just started reaching out to their 
friends and family. Following up on the 
past practices of Past Serra International 
President Biscardi of Toronto, who re-
quested that every Serran bring in one new 
member, why have we not each brought in 
one member? I suspect that it’s because 
some of us truly don’t believe in the mis-
sion, the need, and perhaps the quality of 
our Serra clubs. From my personal expe-
rience, most of the Serrans who invite 
guests to be new members do so because 
they love their Serra club and believe in its 
mission. I believe if you check with the 
winners of the most recent Missionaries of 
St. Junípero Serra Membership Contest 
developed by Dr. Gallegos, you would find 
that those clubs are active, vibrant clubs 
whose members were excited to bring in 
new members. I know from my personal 
experience that I love inviting guests to my 
Serra meetings because I have never had a 
guest yet that didn’t enjoy themselves, and 
whether they joined or not, they all com-

mented on what a great mission and pur-
pose we had. We need to fall in love again 
with our Church and with our Serra clubs 
and just start promoting them like crazy. 
We need to start asking our friends, neigh-
bors, guests and coworkers to come to a 
meeting or an event. In fact, what a great 
way to bring a fallen Catholic back to the 
Church. If you are afraid to bring a guest 
to Serra, ask yourself why. If your club is 
broken, fix it. The Church needs Serra 
more today than at any other time in its 
history.  

A very important challenge to think about 
with regard to your Serra club is who your 
leaders are and where they come from. At 
both the Council level and the Serra Inter-
national level there is a struggle to find 
good Catholics willing to step up and take 
leadership roles. We need to be willing to 
be leaders ourselves, identify leaders in our 
clubs, and invite leaders in our Catholic 
community to be Serrans. If you love Serra 
as much as I love Serra, we need to do 
everything we can to help Serra grow and 
prosper.  

A Special Request 

I do want to ask you to do one thing for me 
during this year of my presidency: to pray 
the Rosary. The Rosary today is not 
pushed and not recited at a lot of parishes. 
It’s considered “old tradition.” It’s consid-
ered not the new way we do things; it’s 
considered what our grandmothers did. 
It’s not what we do; what we do is we bring 
in dynamic speakers and we have contem-
porary music and we dance around prais-
ing Jesus. There’s nothing wrong with 
praising Jesus. Jesus asked us to worship 
him. I can tell you that Our Lady of Good 
Hope asked us to pray the Rosary every 
day. Our Lady of Fatima told us to pray the 
Rosary every day. St. Padre Pio said to pray 
the Rosary every day. Mother Teresa said 
to pray the Rosary every day. St. Charles 
Borromeo said to say the Rosary every day. 
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St. Pope John Paul II said multiple rosaries 
every day. Our Lady of Le Sallette asked us 
to pray the Rosary every day. Our Lady of 
Akita asked us to pray the Rosary every 
day.  

If we are Catholic – if we believe in ap-
proved Marian apparitions, we need to 
pray the Rosary every day. If we are not 
praying the Rosary every day, we are not 
doing what Mary asked us to do. So, to the 
extent that you can, pray the Rosary every 
day. If you can’t play a full Rosary every 
day, you can pray a decade of the Rosary 
every day. Maybe throughout the week 
you can recite a decade of it every day for 
a different intention. I truly feel called to 
ask you to pray the Rosary. If we want to 
change our Church, if we want to have 
more vocations, if we want to have recon-
ciliation in our families, if we want to get 
to heaven, we need to pray the Rosary 
every day. As he was honored today, I am 
grateful for Past President O’Neill’s 
monthly global Rosary. 

At the risk of being repetitive, if we do not 
love our Church, we will not invite anyone 
to come back to it. If we do not love our 
Serra clubs, we will not invite anyone to be 
a new member. Do you remember what St. 
John said in the Book of Revelation about 
lukewarm Catholics? “I know your works; 
you are neither cold nor hot. So, because 
you are lukewarm and neither hot nor 
cold, I will spew you out of my mouth.” We 
need to be on fire. We need to love the Eu-
charist. We need to love our Church And 
we need to love Serra. If you are not on fire 
for the Church and Serra, you are wasting 
your time. Let’s commit to bringing a re-
newed fire of the Holy Spirt to Serra.  

In these challenging and confusing times, 
I encourage you to cling close to Jesus and 
lean on the Church. I encourage you to say 
the Prayer to St. Michael. I encourage you 
to help and pray for one another. And I en-
courage you to work and pray for Serra 
and its important work.  

In closing, our organization was previously 
consecrated to our Blessed Mother. This 
weekend, in the Year of St. Joseph, Serra 
was consecrated to St. Joseph. May we pray 
for Mother Mary and St. Joseph to inter-
cede for our Church and for Serra.  

Without Priests, We Cannot Have the 
Sacraments. 

Without The Sacraments, We Cannot 
Have the Church. 

Without The Church, We Cannot Have 
Eternal Life. 

Mary Queen of The Most Holy Rosary – 
Pray for Us. 

Mary Mother of The Church – Pray for Us. 

Our Lady of Guadalupe, Pray for Us. 

St. Joseph, Pray for Us. 

St. Junípero Serra – Pray for Us. % 
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from you. St. Teresa of Avila said, “We are 
like a flame that God hides with his hand 
and all we see is the smoke.” He hides it 
with his hands so that he alone can see it 
burn.  

Do it anyway! Be great anyway! Love any-
way! Dare the impossible, Serrans! Dare 
to go unto the wastelands of southern 
California, before the aqueducts, 
when it was a desert! You know 
the story of saint Junípero Serra, 
he’s there in San Diego when he 
runs out of food and his people 
are actually starving. He’s starving 
halfway around the world with 
no support, no friends, and 
they’re going to have to close up the mis-
sion. He says, “We’re gonna do a novena 
to St. Joseph.” He starts to pray to St. 
Joseph, to whom we’re consecrating this 
wonderful organization at Mass this 
afternoon. Why? Because maybe we’re in 
a similar situation – all dried up, don’t 
know, have no hope, we’re doing the same 
things, looking for a future, looking for a 
vision, wondering what God’s got in store 
for us, wondering why we’re doing this, 
wondering all kinds of weird questions 
that can come from the Enemy.  

The last thing you need is to listen to 
doubt when you’ve been sent to the other 
side of the world to build a Church that 
doesn’t yet exist. You start listening to 
those voices of negativity and despair and 
you’ll follow them just like everyone else 
who’s failed in the history of the Church 
before you. But the people who have suc-
ceeded in the history of the Church don’t 
follow the voices of negativity. They fol-
low the voice of Christ. “You, follow me 
to the ends of the Earth, would you 
please?” Because on the other end of your 
‘yes’ are 10,000 souls that are waiting. You 
didn’t know when you gave a little kid a 

bus ticket to Denver that you would 
launch a priest who’s continued to serve 
the Church like all of my brother priests 
and all the other vocations that you spon-
sored; but you did. You don’t look at the 
negativity; you look at Jesus Christ and 
you found your life on him.  

St. Junípero Serra was 71 years old, 
24,000 miles limping along with an ulcer. 
“Always forward,” he told his people. He 

acted like he saw the invisible; he’s a man 
of vision, a man of joy. When you read his 
writings, the joy leaps off the page. He 
had this youthful spirit to him that’s 
amazingly powerful. If you haven’t read 
his biographies, you need to. Go back and 
read his letters. See who your father was, 
who (inspired) this whole organization, 
Because in the end, this man speaks to 
exactly where we are today. You are at the 
front lines of the Church in your humility. 
If you want to lead this organization, to 
make it explode, root it in lives of holi-
ness. When you do that, your vocation 
message rings out louder than the great-
est program and the fanciest flyer. It’s 
written in your conviction. You see a kid 
serving Mass: “We’re gonna send that kid 
to World Youth Day. Why? Because we 
can, that’s why. What else are we gonna 
do?” 

Behind Every Priest Are Support-
ive Lay People 

St. Paul was a priest and behind him were 
lay people. Saints Aquila and Priscilla got 
behind St. Paul. When he had no money, 
they gave them a job; St. Paul gave them 
everlasting life. They ended up following 

Paul and catechizing with him. He had St. 
Lydia, the dealer in purple cloth – first 
convert in Philippi! St. Lydia sees St. Paul, 
brings him into her home. She had 
money and she got behind a priest, and 
that priest started the whole church in 
Philippi, and started to convert the world 
in her living room! St. Paul had a mom 
and a dad who sent him to rabbinical 
school when he was a little kid. They were 
tent makers up in Tarsus which is a five-

day walk from Jerusalem. They let 
their kid go because they loved 
God.  

Behind every priest are people like 
you. Behind the priesthood are 
people like you, and when we be-
come priests we look back and we 

think of people like you and we say, 
“Thank God, I need to be a holy priest be-
cause the people who brought me here 
are holy themselves.” Your love for Jesus 
Christ keeps us at the altar. Your fidelity 
to the Church and your love for the Vicar 
of Christ inspires us. What we do, we do 
for you, and we do with you, because 
you’ve done it for us. As you lay down 
your lives for each other as husband and 
wife, you model for us priests what we’re 
supposed to do for you. Your fidelity to 
your marriage, your fidelity to the pro-life 
movement, your fidelity to young people, 
your fidelity to the Church – my good-
ness, you’re leading us as you ask us to 
lead you. And together we pull and push 
each other down that road to holiness 
and it’s such a beautiful thing that I am 
honored to stand here and say, “Thank 
you.” Thank you for being here. Thank 
you for sacrificing. Thank you for saying 
“yes” to vocations. On the other end of it 
is heaven, is Jesus and our souls for God. 

Getting to Know St. Joseph 

I want to talk to you about St. Joseph be-
cause this afternoon we’re going to be 
consecrating this organization to him. I 
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Continued from page 13

The people who have succeeded in the 
history of the Church don’t follow the 

voices of negativity.  

They follow the voice of Christ.
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think it’s amazing to see in the life of 
Junípero Serra that when he had trouble 
he went to Joseph. And so here’s Serra In-
ternational going to St. Joseph. Good 
things are about to happen. When 
Junípero Serra did the novena to St. 
Joseph, a Spanish ship’s rudder happened 
to break. They needed to pull in quick 
into the bay of San Diego where Junípero 
Serra was standing on the shore. He got 
the food and supplies he so desperately 
needed. He made it through 
and San Diego was founded. 
But he had to go in the desert 
and wait and wait and pray to 
St. Joseph... who provided him 
a city. Not bad.  

Consecrating ourselves to St. 
Joseph is exactly what we’re 
supposed to be doing, not only because 
the Vicar of Christ on Earth, the Pope, 
said this is the Year of St. Joseph, but also 
more profoundly because honestly I can’t 
think of a better figure to inspire voca-
tions today than Joseph. I say that recog-
nizing full well that that’s not 
immediately evident. His life is not flashy. 
he didn’t do anything dramatic – on the 
outside. What did the man do? Did he say 
anything? What was his best speech he 
ever gave? Zero. You know you’re quiet 
when the Virgin Mary talks more than 
you do. He didn’t say a single thing in the 
whole Bible.  

It wasn’t what he said. It wasn’t what he 
had. He was just a guy from Nazareth. 
The word in Greek is actually tecton 
which doesn’t even mean carpenter; he 
put roofs on houses. He would have had 
a Massive shoulder because he’d have to 
pick up timber on his shoulder and carry 
it over to where the house was. He’d be 
lifting heavy things all day. He worked in 
a hazardous occupation. He was a rough 
laborer.  

So what did the man actually do? He did 

three amazing things that we know about. 
The first was that he espoused the holy 
mother of God. Joseph was the husband 
of the heart of Mary. The greatest man on 
Earth was defined not by where he lived 
or by what his profession was, but by the 
audacity of his heart to claim as his own 
the Virgin Mary as his wife. There has 
never been a more dangerous or coura-
geous act done by anybody outside of 
Mary, who took God into her womb.  

When you look at St. Joseph and you look 
at the Virgin Mary, you’re looking at two 
people who dared the impossible. And 
they stand in front of our world to say, 
“What, my friends, is so hard about that?” 
I’m not even asking you to conceive and 
bear a child when you’re a virgin. I’m not 
even asking you to marry the virgin 
mother of God though you are a sinner 
and she’s not. I’m just saying, “Will you 
get behind some young people at the 
parish and give some money to the youth 
group?” 

St. Joseph dared the impossible. He took 
the Virgin Mary as his spouse and it was 
so scary he was going to divorce her qui-
etly, not because he thought she was un-
faithful, but because he knew he was not 
faithful. How would you dare to take that 
weight of living as the spouse of the 
mother of God? it’s just overwhelming, 
and yet he did it. The courageousness of 
that act is echoed in the courageousness 
of the hearts of your priests who are sit-
ting next to you. Do you realize what 
they’ve done? They left their countries be-
hind, their parents behind, to espouse to 

themselves a call that’s far beyond what 
they could do. “Will you be another Me?” 
They could have said “No.” But I think 
our young people want to say “Yes.” I 
think that we’ve watered down the call. 

When I was a young man looking for my 
vocation, I had a conversation with Fr. 
Benedict Groeschel. He was giving a talk 
and I was one of those guys hanging out 
after the talk. I didn’t know what I was 

gonna say, but I just wanted to 
shake his hand, and I thought, 
“Maybe he’ll say something.” 
He did. He said, “What’s your 
story?” I said, “I’m looking for 
my vocation.” He said, “Come 
and talk to me after all these 
old ladies are finished.” 

He took me like backstage along with 
some of his other priest friends and Fr. 
Groeschel entertained me for about 45 
minutes just telling jokes. It was hilarious. 
Then he said, “Tell me what you’re think-
ing about your vocation.” I said, “Father, 
the thing is, that it’s really hard because 
I’d have to leave the world behind.” He 
said, “See this rope?” He showed me his 
rope with the three knots in it, the rope 
of a Franciscan. He says, “Three knots: 
poverty, chastity and obedience.” It’s just 
a piece of rope, there’s nothing special 
about it, he could have bought it at Wal-
mart I suppose, and I’m looking at it, and 
he says, “All the money in the world 
couldn’t buy this rope.” 

I never forgot it because I never thought 
of it that way. He was actually telling me 
that he had something inside of him big-
ger than the entire world. You could 
never buy what was inside of him. That 
was a priest speaking to a young man 
about who he was. And that young man 
who was in love with the world followed 
because I heard something in Fr. 
Groeschel’s voice and what he told me. I 
wanted that rope. I wanted what he had.  

When St. Junípero Serra had trouble, 
 he went to St. Joseph. And so here’s Serra  

International going to St. Joseph.  

Good things are about to happen. 



Why are we ashamed of Jesus Christ and 
our faith in him? It’s better than the entire 
world put together. When our Lord saw 
the entire world and all the kingdoms and 
the glory thereof, he chose to eschew 
them rather than to disobey his Father in 
heaven. What a message we can have! No 
wonder Pope Francis said to religious, 
“Wake up the world!” When we conse-
crate this organization to St. 
Joseph, we’re asking him to 
enliven us with the same 
spirit to dare to say that Jesus 
is more, with a smile. 

The second thing Joseph did 
that was so amazing is he 
happened to be the foster fa-
ther of Christ. I point this out 
because we oftentimes em-
phasize Joseph’s humility; I just like to 
emphasize his success for a second. 
When Mary came and presented Jesus to 
Joseph, Joseph accepted the child. He 
didn’t shoo him away. He didn’t say, “I’m 
unworthy of him.” He didn’t say, “I’m not 
going to talk to him.” He said, “Amen. 
They’re going to call him and know him 
to be my son.” He accepted success and 
that takes an incredible amount of 
courage.  

Are we willing to be successful? Are we 
willing to tell our priests what real success 
is and encourage our men to be men like 
Joseph and to build the Church like 
Junípero Serra? I don’t know why we’re so 
content with mediocrity. Christianity is 
not a religion of mediocrity, folks. Chris-
tianity is a religion of fire, of victory, of 
the resurrection, and of glory. It’s found 
in small things, but there’s nothing 
mediocre about being a mom. There’s 
nothing mediocre about being faithful 
with your husband. And there’s nothing 
mediocre about being a priest. There was 

nothing mediocre about St. Joseph. He 
was the man to whom the Son of God 
was entrusted as a father and he said 
“Yes.” It’s an incredible vocation. 

Thirdly, he was known for his work – St. 
Joseph the Worker. We live in a world 
today where it seems like people don’t 
want to work anymore, including us. We 
just want to coast. Think about Junípero 

Serra dying with his boots on – he didn’t 
even have boots, dying with his sandals 
on, all by himself up there in San Carlos 
Mission, up in Carmel by the sea. He’s 
dying far away from home and if he had 
another mile to walk, he would have 
walked it. St. Joseph worked every day of 
his life, to provide. The dignity of work. 
God has left us without a lot of the means 
that the world enjoys so that we enjoy the 
work that comes in procuring the means.  

Never look down on work, because when 
we (honor work), we also give the exam-
ple to the priests to not be afraid of the 
hard work it takes to catch a soul. I’m re-
minded of that quote by St. Augustine. 
He’s talking to the priests who have to go 
off on the highways and the byways and 
find the sheep. He says, “Don’t expect it 
to be easy… Remember this: the lost 
sheep is lost because it wants to be.” 
When you find it you gotta wrestle with 
the darn thing. If it was supposed to be 
easy, everybody would be doing it.  

St. Joseph didn’t have it easy; he fought 
for it. I think that this is what our world 
is looking for more than anything else. 
We think it’s going to be on the outside, 
we think it’s going to be by cheapness, we 
think it’s going to be by ease that they’re 
attracted. They’re not. What a wonderful 
way instead to look at our young men 
today and say we’re looking for men who 

will dare great things for 
Christ. Men who will look 
into this world with hope, 
with vision, with grit, and 
dare the impossible like St. 
Joseph and like Junípero 
Serra.  

My friends, I honestly think 
that that’s your leadership. 
Where you are in your 

parishes, in your dioceses, in your youth 
groups, and in your world, do not content 
yourselves with mediocrity and with the 
easy. Being a grandpa, being a grandma, 
being an aunt, being an uncle, being 
where you are and where God put you, 
set the world on fire! Because it’s by the 
vision of people with grit like you that the 
fire spreads.  

It’s funny, people sit around and complain 
about their priests. I just have a little in-
side story for you: what do you think we 
priests complain about when we sit 
around? You want us to do the hard work 
for you, but we can’t. In fact, the Church 
is an upside down triangle with the pope 
serving the bishops, the bishops serving 
the priests, the priests serving you, and 
you setting a fire to the world. Do not be 
afraid. As you lay down your life for the 
sheep of Christ, so will we. And we’re 
there to remind you and to support you, 
as you are there to remind and support 
us. We’re in this together. Let’s do it for 
God, for his glory. Amen. % 
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Where you are in your parishes, in your dioceses, 
in your youth groups, and in your world,  

do not content yourselves with mediocrity  
and with the easy. 
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What is SERRA MEETS? 
 

a monthly series of virtual lectures •
from leading clergy and experts on 
the topic of Catholic vocations 

designed to inspire and connect you •
to our mission as much of our min‑
istry moves online 

each lecture lasts one hour and •
takes place via Zoom the second Sat‑
urday of each month at 11:00 am 
(Central) 

For more information, see  
www.serraus.org.

Coming up on SERRA MEETS: Bill Donohue 
 
January 8, 2022 at 11 am Central Time  
 
Bill Donohue, President and CEO of the Catholic League for 
Religious and Civil Rights, the nation’s largest Catholic civil 
rights organization, will talk about his new book, The Truth 
about Clergy Sexual Abuse: Clarifying the Facts and the Causes.

Join Serrans around the world for the  
Global Rosary for Vocations  

on the last Saturday of every month 
at 8:00 a.m. Central Time (6:00GST). 

 
Upcoming Rosary dates: 

December 25, 2021 
January 29, 2022 

 
To join from your computer, tablet  

or smartphone, go to: 
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/314315981



Equip Catholic teachers and catechists to inspire vocations in classrooms! New 

packet has curriculum supplement for grades K-12 that presents a positive and 

compelling vision of marriage, priesthood, and religious life.  Includes the new 

Learn to Discern high school vocations workbook. Plus a year-long subscription 

to VocationLessons.com! 

The Serra Vocation Curriculum Packet

I N T R O D U C I N G

Included are two options for teachers: a “quick and 

easy” option for a single class focused on vocations, 

or a “comprehensive & in-depth” option for a week’s 

worth of lessons in Catholic Schools

Handsome 9x12 folder includes
• Vocations Worksheet for PK-K

• Vocations Worksheet for Grades 1-2

• Vocations Worksheet for Grades 3-4

• Vocations Worksheet for Grades 5-6

• 4-page Vocations Worksheet for Middle School

• 40-page Vocations Workbook for High School

• VocationLessons.com brochures with login codes

• Classroom Consecration Poster

A $25 value, only $10

Appropriate for classrooms 
at any time of year.

Order at serrastore.org
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The Serra Rally is an annual leadership training and inspiration 
event hosted by the USA Council for the benefit of all United 
States Serra Clubs and their leadership. Our hope is that each 
US Serra club will send two or three club leaders to the annual 
Rally. While the Rally is geared toward leadership at all levels of 
Serra, all members are welcome. Engage in our special ministry 
via workshops, talks and activities to inspire new ideas that you 
can take back to ignite fresh fire in your club! 

Bring your chaplain and vocation director and save! The Rally 
is an ideal place to introduce new chaplains and diocesan voca-
tion directors to Serra, its history, legacy, spirituality and many 
popular SPARK vocations programs. The $450 registration fee 
will be waived for chaplains and vocations directors when they 
are accompanied by two paying Serrans from the same club or 
diocese. (Note: Hotel reservations are not included in this special 
offer and must be made separately.) There will be a special 
“Chaplains only” breakout session with Bishop Thomas Daly 
on Friday morning, plus opportunities to concelebrate all Masses 
during the weekend.  

RALLY 2022 VENUE 
Westin Irving Convention Center  

400 W Las Colinas Blvd 
Irving, TX, 75039 United States

RALLY 2022 ROOM RATE 
$129 per night, before taxes 

Make your reservation directly with the hotel  
at 972-505-2900.

EVENT REGISTRATION COST 
Registration fee: $450. Chaplains or vocation di-

rectors register free if two members from his club 
or diocese. also attend.

AGENDA, REGISTRATION AND 
HOTEL LINK ONLINE: 

https://serraus.org/serra-rally-2022/

Most Rev. Edward J. 
Burns, Bishop of the 

Diocese of Dallas

Most Rev. Thomas 
Daly, Bishop of 

Spokane, USA Council 
Episcopal Adviser

Hosffman Ospino, 
PhD, Associate Profes
sor, Theology and Edu
cation, Boston College

Most Rev. Michael 
Fors Olson, S.T.D., MA 
Bishop of the Diocese 

of Fort Worth

Jared Zimmerer, 
Director, Word on Fire 

Institute

John Zimmer, 
Vice President, 

FOCUS Ministries
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What do I get for my dues? 
That depends on the answer to another question: Why did I join 
Serra? All of the Serrans I know joined because they have a spe-
cial place in their heart for religious vocations, because they re-
alize that the future of our Church depends on religious 
vocations—especially priesthood vocations, and because the 
Serra Mission struck a note with them. While we all see the need 
in our own parishes and dioceses, we know the need goes beyond 
to the worldwide Church. Serra appeals to us all because its mis-
sion—to foster and support religious vocations in the worldwide 
church—is a direct and effective response to that need. 

Serra International and US Council dues total $92 per year per 
Serran (half that for a spouse or under 35 member). That’s $7.67 
per month to accomplish our ongoing worldwide mission.  

What do I get for my Serra dues of $7.67 per month? Speaking 
personally, I get peace of mind and the satisfaction of knowing 
that I am supporting one of the most important missions of the 
worldwide Catholic Church. It is an INVESTMENT in the future 
of the Catholic Church and the Eucharist! 

Serra is both effective and efficient in accomplishing this mission 
in a way that a single Serra Club, vocations committee or parish 
vocations ministry simply cannot do. Here are some examples. 

At the US Council level 
Newman Connection 
Serra US started the College Connection for Catholics program 
(now the Newman Connection) to help keep young Catholics in 
touch with their faith when they go to college—a time when 
many vocations are discerned.  
 
SerraSpark.org 
At the request of the US Bishops, Serra US developed and main-
tains the serraspark.org website—a digital “tool box” for voca-
tions directors (easily adapted to parishes or dioceses) to use in 
their vocations work. It is offered worldwide at no charge.  Ser-
raspark.org is also a treasure of vocations tools that Serra clubs, 
parish vocations ministries and individuals can use to promote 
vocations.  

 
Serra Meets 
Most recently, the Serra US Council has sponsored “Serra Meets” 
to address the needs of clubs that could not meet during the Pan-
demic with presentations by top-notch vocations leaders in our 
country and world.  
 
Seven-Serrans Prayer Teams for All Vocations Direc-
tors in the US 
Insuring that all Vocations Directors are being prayed for by 
name for one hour each day of the year requires a lot of effort 
and coordination.  One third of Vocations Directors change each 
year. And covering Vocations Directors in ALL dioceses—even 
those that do not have a Serra Club—requires coordination with 
NCDVD and Serra Clubs around the nation. 
 
National Vocations Awareness events programs 
Again at the request of the US Bishops, Serra US has developed 
programs and resources to celebrate the four vocations awareness 
events during the year: Priesthood Appreciation Sunday, Na-
tional Vocation Awareness Week, World Day for Consecrated 
Life and World Day of Prayer for Vocations.  

IGNITE/Parish Vocations Ministry Training 
Parish Vocations Ministry training has been and is being offered 
to any US diocese that can draw together 5 or more parishes and 
3 to 5 members from each parish to start parish vocations min-
istries. The IGNITE training is free (travel costs covered by Serra 
US) and conducted by Serra volunteer leaders at no expense to 
the dioceses.  
 
Awareness/Marketing initiative 
Most recently the Serra US Council invested in an 
Awareness/Marketing initiative to help Catholics ages 50-65 be-
come aware of Serra and our vocations ministry. Messages that 
resonate with this group of Catholics have been developed and 
tested, and a new website—joinserra.org—has been created to 
“drive” Catholics interested in the Serra mission to it so they can 
explore membership in a club. 
 
 

What Do I Get for My Dues? 
by J. Michael Downey, Serra’s USA Council President-Elect
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At the Serra International level 
New Club Charter 
Starting new clubs abroad is a special challenge requiring time, 
effort and money. Yet, in this past year we started three new clubs 
abroad—Ago in Nigeria, Kasese in Uganda, and St. Louis in 
Thailand. And we just chartered a new club in Italy!  
 
The Annual Serra International Convention 
Our dues help keep registration 
fees reasonable while putting on a 
very inspirational and spiritual 
event attracting Serrans from 
across the world. 
 
Publish The Serran maga-
zine quarterly 
The Serran is internally produced 
with first rate articles from 
around the world related to our vocations mission. 
 
The Four Official Languages of Serra 
Provide translation and interpretation expertise in Spanish, Por-
tuguese and Italian as well as English to share vocations ideas, 
programs and materials worldwide. 
 
Maintain the serrainternational.org website 
 
Communications Support 
Subscribe to and use programs like Go To Meeting, Zoom, Con-
stant Contact and international conference call facilities to en-
hance communications. 
 
So, are our dues being used effectively to accomplish the Serra 
mission? The answer I think is a resounding “Yes!” 

But are they being used efficiently? Again the answer is a re-
sounding “Yes!” 

No Dues Increase for at Least a Decade 
Serra international dues have not increased since 2011 and US 
Council dues have not increased since 2006.  During that time, 
membership has declined in both Serra International and the US 
Council.  Expenses have been reduced by a consolidation of two 
offices into one, which included reductions in office staff and 

overhead expenses, to keep both organizations operating at a 
breakeven level yet accomplishing the desired results. 
 
Staffing 
In 1997 there were 12 full-time paid employees between the two 
organizations. At present total staffing for Serra International and 
the US Council consists of the Executive Director (John Liston), 
three full-timers and one part-timer. The three staff members 

consist of one focusing on com-
munications/website/magazine, 
one focusing on membership and 
one focusing on administration 
and translation/interpretation (al-
though all handle many other du-
ties).  These folks are the only 
ones in Serra International and 
the Serra US Council paid a salary 
for their work. All the rest are vol-
unteers. 

 
Convention/Meeting Planning 
The Chicago staff handles most of the details and nitty-gritty 
planning for the SI Convention, the US Rally, Serra International 
board meetings and US Council board meetings. 
 
Support to Volunteers and Clubs 
The staff is an invaluable resource to the leadership volunteers 
and clubs. Without their support behind the scenes, the leader-
ship webinars, club officer training, President’s Roundtable, Serra 
Meets, bi-weekly email communications, The Serran magazine, 
bi-monthly committee conference calls and website updates sim-
ply could not happen. They do yeomen’s work for the Serra mis-
sion! 
 
Bishop Thomas Daly, our USA Council Episcopal Advisor, told 
us recently that Serra has one of the best and most important 
missions in the Catholic Church. Our dues are an INVEST-
MENT in that mission. 

Mike Downey 
President-Elect, Serra’s USA Council 
mike.downey@downey.com 

Are our dues being used effectively  
to accomplish the Serra mission?  

The answer I think is a resounding “Yes!” 

But are they being used efficiently?  
Again the answer is a resounding “Yes!”
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Serrans in Action     Club activities around the world

A Serra IGNITE workshop on October 30, 2021 paved the way for parish leaders in Colorado Springs, CO to 
form vocation ministries in their communities.  The training, held at the Newman Center on the campus of the 
University of Colorado, was led by Past USA Council President Judy Cozzens (left) and Vocations Vice President 
Dr. Anne Roat (right) pictured with Diocesan Vocation Director and Serra chaplain Fr. Kyle Ingells (center).

Seminarian Denneghy “D” 
Mason of the Archdiocese of 
GalvestonHouston (reclining) 
was serving at morning Mass 
at Prince of Peace Parish in 
Houston when the hardwork
ing membership recruiters for 
the Serra Club of North Hous
ton met for the photo and was 
asked to be in this picture. The 
Serra Club of North Houston 
recruited a total of 34 new 
members at Prince of Peace 
and several other area 
parishes to take home the 1st 
Place prize in the 20202021 
Missionaries of St. Junipero 
Serra Membership Contest. 
Pictured with Denneghy, last 
row: Candice Tyrrell (Presi
dent), Beth Hutton (Trustee), 
Martha Campbell (Serran, 
“D’s” grandmother), Kiersten 
Mason (VP of Newsletter Edi
tor, “D’s” mom), Yolanda Ca
dena (Secretary), Susan 
Stawaisz (VP of Programs), 
Carol Cason (VP of Vocations), 
Phil Duggan (VP of Member
ship). Recruiters not pictured: 
Nenita Stoll and Maria Vitucci.   
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LEFT: Most Rev. George J. Lucas, Archbishop of 
Omaha, poses with newly inducted members of the 
Serra Club of Omaha and other Serra dignitaries on 
the occasion of the club’s 70th charter anniversary. 
The club inducted 12 new members! 
 
BELOW LEFT: The Serra Club of Ago officially re
ceived its charter on July 25, 2021 at Our Lady Seat 
of Wisdom Church in Lagos, Nigeria. His Grace Arch
bishop Adewale Martins presided at the ceremony. 
 

BELOW RIGHT: The Serra Club of Oppido Mamertina
Palmi was chartered in Calabria, Italy, on July 31, 
2021 in the Episcopal Hall of the Community of Op
pido Mamertina. 

Please share your congratulations with these new 
clubs and other clubs who manage to do the extraor
dinary by recruiting and organizing in the midst of 
the pandemic! 

Past Serra USA 
Council Board 
member Nancy 
Gibson presents 
the Serra Interna
tional Foundation 
Mission Club 
award to Pat 
McAnany, Presi
dent of the Serra 
Club of Kansas City 
in Kansas. The top 
donating clubs 
were honored at 
the Serra Interna
tional Convention 
in Chicago.

Monsignor Patrick 
Schumacher wel
comed Bishop 
Jerome Feudjio, 
Bishop of St. 
Thomas in the U.S. 
Virgin Islands, to 
celebrate Mass at 
Corpus Christi 
Parish in Bismarck, 
ND on July 1.  
Bishop Jerome was 
in town visiting 
family members 
who are members 
of Corpus Christi. 
The BismarckMan
dan Serra Club 
helped to organize 
and fund the visit.
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