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The Lord has blessed us with yet another opportunity 
to celebrate the birth of His only begotten Son into the 
world. The gift of life at creation (Gen 2:7) is enhanced 
and given full meaning with the incarnation.(Jn �0:�0)

This is what we celebrate at Christmas – the gift of 
renewal, the gift of restoration; the gift of a promise kept. 
(cf Jer 33:�4-�6)

Since the last Christmas, many developments have 
taken place in the world, in the Church and within Serra 
International.

In the world there are tensions all over, the seemingly 
intractable Arab-Israeli conflict, the Arab Spring, the 
Syrian civil war, the drug wars and killings in Latin 
American countries, the conflicts, wars, rise in Muslim 
fanatics, corruption, poverty in different African countries, 
the tension between China and her neighbors, economic 
meltdown in Europe and America, among others.

Serious as these problems around the world are, they pale 
in comparison to the growing Godlessness and irreligious 
policies and activities of many Western countries. Attack 
on Christian faith and values in the so-called First world 
countries are a cause for concern this Christmas.

In response to these ‘irreligious’ trends, the Holy Father, 
Pope Benedict XVI announced the Year of Faith as one 
way of bringing back the issue of Faith to the front burner 
of our lives, and as a ‘summon to an authentic and 
renewed conversion to the Lord, the one Savior of the 
world.’ (Apostolic Letter, Porta Fidei 6) God is a necessary 
part of our lives. Humanity cannot dispense with God. 
For without God, man is lost and incapacitated. (cf Jn 
�5: 5) According to the Holy Father, the door of Faith is 
opened at one’s baptism, and during this year, Catholics 
are called to keep it opened, walk through it, and discover 
and renew their relationship with Christ and the Church. 
The specific aim of this year is that every Christian may 
rediscover the journey of faith so as to shed ever clearer 
light on the joy and renewed enthusiasm of the encounter 
with Christ. (Porta Fidei 2).

This is where we Serrans come 
in. As faithful members of the 
Church, dedicated to prayers 
and support for the Catholic 
priesthood, let us rededicate 
ourselves first to our Christian 
faith, that we may effectively 
share it with others.

In spite of the challenges confronting Serra International, 
we can still ‘count our blessings.’ Serra has grown 
this year. I encourage all Serrans to continue giving of 
their best for the good, unity and growth of our noble 
organization. Continue to pray for priests in your Clubs 
and work closely with your Bishops, Vocation Directors 
and Seminaries. The Church is in dire need of laborers 
(cf Mt 9: 37-38). It is God who calls. There are many who 
are called but are not able to either hear God’s voice in the 
midst of noise of the world or are not able to discern the 
call in the midst of the many and confusing distractions 
around. Hence, let our prayers also be for our young 
people who struggle to know God and be closer to Him 
in a secularized world, so that like Samuel (cf �Sam 3: �-
2�) and Elijah (�Kgs �9: �2-�3) they may hear God’s call 
and discern God’s gentle voice and have the courage to 
answer His call to the priesthood and religious life.

In Asia and Africa, Serra continues to expand at a 
significant rate. We must work and pray harder as ONE 
UNITED FAMILY IN CHRIST AND IN SERRA for a 
greater commitment to the Catholic Church.

As Christmas comes again, I pray that the Infant Jesus 
be born anew in our hearts and homes. May the joy, 
peace and freshness which this most holy birth brought 
to the world be His gift to you and your families. Amen.

Merry Christmas and a Grace-filled New Year.

John “Tomi” Asenuga,
President, Serra International.

President’s Message
Dear Serrans,

A blessed Christmas to you and your families.
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As we come to the close of the year 20�2, I could not 
help but give thanks to our Lord for the many blessings 
that my wife, Lucy and I have received throughout the 
year.  I am very grateful that we could attend three Serra 
Conventions (namely, the �6th Serra Asian Convention 
in Macau, Serra’s 70th International Convention in 
Providence, Rhode Island, USA and the SCANZSPAC 
Biennial Convention in Wagga Wagga, Australia).   At 
each Convention, we get to make new friends and renew 
old friendships.  At each Convention, we also get to 
experience the love and sacrifices of our fellow Serrans 
in putting together an event that we can all be proud 
of.  For these wonderful experiences, we are truly very 
grateful!

In this issue, the Editorial Team has featured an article by 
the Rector of the Saint Francis Xavier Major Seminary in 
Singapore, Reverend Father William Goh entitled “The 
Role of the Laity in the Mission of the Church Today”.  
Father Goh was instrumental in the formation of the 
Serra Club of Singapore. It was after attending Serra’s 
63rd International Convention in Bangkok (Thailand) in 
June 2005 that prompted him to encourage the formation 
of the Serra Club of Singapore.  In fact, Father Goh is 
still encouraging vocation promoters in other parishes in 
Singapore to come forward to form another Serra Club 
in Singapore. He conducts a very successful bi-monthly 
4-day stay-in “Convention Experience Retreat” which 
has attracted thousands of Catholics and Clergies from 
Singapore and the neighboring countries. The retreats 
have touched and transformed 

many lives and 
are always fully 
booked the minute 
they are open for 
registration. 

We have also featured the highlights of the “Pastoral 
Guidelines for Fostering Vocations to Priestly Ministry” 
issued by the Pontifical Work for Priestly Vocations of the 
Congregation for Catholic Education on 25 June 20�2.  
We have found the 27-page document to be highly 
enriching as well as inspiring.  We would like to encourage 
all Serra Clubs to take time to study the document in 
greater detail and to implement the programs that have 
been recommended in the document.  And, if your Club 
has already implemented some of the recommended 
programs, please do share with us so that together 
we can continue to edify one another in this global lay 
apostolate for vocations.    

The Editorial Team has also decided to launch this issue 
of Serra Connects before Christmas so that we can 
feature Christmas greetings from Serra Clubs around the 
world.  We are very thankful for the responses that have 
come in from various parts of the world, which is a great 
testimony to the universality of our faith and of Serra 
International.  For those who did not have an opportunity 
to do so this year, we would like to assure you that we will 
repeat this initiative for Christmas 20�3.   

Lastly, we would like to wish all of you and your families 
a joyous and blessed Christmas!  We pray that you will 
truly experience the peace that the Infant Jesus brings at 
Christmas and all the days of your lives.  

“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among 
men with whom he is pleased!” Luke 2:14

God Bless,
Sean Yeo

Editor, Serra Connects

Editor’s Message
My Dear Fellow Serrans,

Shalom!  
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CHRIST
The Light of Nations
Understanding ‘Lumen Gentium’
By Jon C. Haines

Jon C. Haines 
is Serra International’s Assistant Director of 
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Serrans’ Call to Holiness

The Holy Father is asking that we study the documents of the 
Second Vatican Council and the Catechism of the Catholic 
Church during this Year of Faith. In the last issue of Serra 
Connects in the article “The Faith That Moves Mountains”, 
I outlined the purpose of the Year of Faith. Pope Benedict is 
attempting to have Catholics rediscover the doctrine of the faith 
anew, which in large part has been misconstrued because of 
the confusion that follows the Second Vatican Council. 

For this issue, I thought that Lumen Gentium, one of the four 
central documents of the Second Vatican Council, would be a 
great place to start working on the specifics. Lumen Gentium 
is perhaps the most unique document of the Second Vatican 
Council and also, I believe, the most general document 
resulting from a council the Church has ever written.  The 
document states in its nota previa something which many 
do not know: “Taking conciliar custom into consideration and 
also the pastoral purpose of the present Council, the sacred 
Council defines as binding on the Church only those things 
in matters of faith and morals which it shall openly declare 
to be binding.”� Lumen Gentium is intended to contribute a 
review of the nature and mission of the Church in the world 
and thus can be particularly useful for Serrans to understand 
since we work closely with the hierarchy. The Holy Father has 
asked Catholics to study this document because he wishes to 
give us a correct interpretation of the Lumen Gentium...to be 
read in a hermeneutic of continuity. In other words, whatever 
Lumen Gentium says about the Church is true when read 
in the context of prior councils as stated in the first point of 
Lumen Gentium: 

Since the Church is in Christ like a sacrament or as a sign 
and instrument both of a very closely knit union with God 
and of the unity of the whole human race, it desires now 
to unfold more fully to the faithful of the Church and to the 
whole world its own inner nature and universal mission. 
This it intends to do following faithfully the teaching of 
previous councils.2

Some of the failure in understanding Lumen Gentium has 
�  Nota Explicativa Praevia (Preliminary Note of Explanation) of Lumen 
Gentium, �6 November �964
2  Lumen Gentium, �. 

come about by an assumption that the doctrine of prior councils 
would be automatically passed on by teaching the doctrine of 
Lumen Gentium. However, one council does not and cannot 
contain the summation of what the Church teaches. In other 
words, one should not view the Council of Trent as Catholicism 
2.0 and Vatican II as Catholicism 3.0. Lumen Gentium only 
intends, as stated above, to give an additional perspective in 
conformity with the last. Regarding the council the Holy Father 
stated this past November:

The Council Fathers wished to present the faith in a meaningful 
way; and if they opened themselves trustingly to dialogue 
with the modern world it is because they were certain of 
their faith, of the solid rock on which they stood. In the 
years following, however, many embraced uncritically 
the dominant mentality [a hermeneutic of discontinuity], 
placing in doubt the very foundations of the deposit of 
faith, which they sadly no longer felt able to accept as 
truths.3

This quote shows that the bishops and even documents of the 
council were intended to expound upon and supplement prior 
teachings, not replace them as a “be-all, end-all” document. 
I will briefly summarize the chapters of Lumen Gentium and 
give examples of this taking place. 

In chapters one and two, we find the Council teaching that 
the Church, as taught in centuries past, is the ark of salvation, 
but that we are not to presume on the salvation or damnation 
of others based on their official membership in the Church of 
Christ because all things are possible with God who wishes to 
save all people.4 This is something which was seldom clarified 
in the past except in a few instances.5 However it states that if 

3  Benedict XVI, His Holiness. “HOLY MASS FOR THE OPENING OF 
THE YEAR OF FAITH.” The Year of Faith: Homilies. Vatican, �� Oct. 20�2. 
Web. �6 Oct. 20�2. <http://www.annusfidei.va/content/novaevangelizatio/en/
benedetto-xvi/omelie.html>.
4  Lumen Gentium, �6
5  Pope Pius IX: “There are, of course, those who are struggling with 
invincible ignorance about our most holy religion. Sincerely observing the 
natural law and its precepts inscribed by God on all hearts and ready to 
obey God, they live honest lives and are able to attain eternal life by the 
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Lumen Gentium is a unique 
document which highlights aspects of 

Catholic teaching which may have been 
overlooked in the past... it seeks to put 

forward a vision of the Church for the 
world to see, addressing many of the 

controversies and misconceptions of 
the time which were arising.
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Serrans’ Call to Holiness
anyone at all is saved, it is though some grace given through 
Christ’s Church in the world, or as famously stated more 
restrictively: “outside the Church there is no salvation”. These 
statements do not logically contradict or replace the teachings 
of the Council of Trent on the matter of salvation. In other 
words, all those who are saved end up somehow on the ark 
before the flood...isn’t it better to be there to begin with?

In chapters three and four we hear about the structure of the 
Church divided into clergy (3) and laity (4). Both the clergy 
and the laity and led by the successor of Peter in union with 
his legitimate successors, described by the word collegiality. 
There was concern surrounding the description of collegiality 
at the council in case it might give the impression that the 
Church is led by a voting college (the bishops throughout the 
world) and confirmed by the Pope, as the man with only veto 
power. However, Lumen Gentium reaffirmed the teaching 
from the Council of Trent that the Supreme Pontiff does not 
possess mere ‘veto’ power but teaches in its appendix: 

In other words, the College is not always fully active [in actu 
pleno]; rather, it acts as a college in the strict sense only 
from time to time and only with the consent of its head. 
The phrase ‘with the consent of its head’ is used to avoid 
the idea of dependence on some kind of outsider; the term 
“consent” suggests rather communion between the head 
and the members...6

Even though supreme, even unilateral power if necessary in 
all matters rests with the Holy Father, the college of bishops 
has nevertheless always been an indispensable part of the 
teaching authority of the Church. 

Chapter four reaffirms that both clergy and laity participate 
in the priesthood of Christ, laity in a common way, clergy 
in a ministerial way. Particularly for Serrans this teaching 
might already seem clear, however in my experience in the 
Church much confusion has resulted again by looking at the 
teaching of Vatican II on a topic as comprehensive rather than 
supplemental to prior teaching. Here the Church wished to 
affirm that both “priesthoods” are interrelated and participate 
in a special way in the story of salvation. It wished to correct 
any idea out there that may have presented the ministerial 
priesthood as the only way to be holy or the only way to 
seriously serve Christ in the world. Both ‘priesthoods’ serve 
the body of Christ and the world and on a subjective level--
each individual person’s calling--neither is greater, higher or 
more important than the other. It is simply a matter of where 
the person is called subjectively to serve the Church. However, 
on an objective or ontological level, the ministerial priesthood 
remains the higher and greater calling as it more closely and 
concretely models the life of Christ as a sign in this world. 
The council of Trent states: “If anyone saith that the marriage 
state is to be preferred before the state of virginity, let him 
be anathema.”7 and our late Pope John Paul II: “As a way 
efficacious virtue of divine light and grace.” Quanto Conficiamur Moerore 
(�863) 
6  Lumen gentium, Appendix – From the Acts of the Council, 
“‘NOTIFICATIONES’ GIVEN BY THE SECRETARY GENERAL  OF THE 
COUNCIL AT THE �23rd GENERAL CONGREGATION, NOVEMBER �6, 
�964”
7  Council of Trent, Canon X, Session XXIV

of showing forth the Church’s holiness, it is to be recognized 
that the consecrated life, which mirrors Christ’s own way of 
life, has an objective superiority.”8 For Serrans, this distinction 
between the subjective and objective values of either vocation 
is an important distinction. Priests are not to be held up as 
God-figures, they are to be respected as ‘bridges’ pointing 
towards Him. 

Chapter five contains a rather simple concept with which I 
believe many of you are already familiar: since God wishes to 
save all people then all people are called to live in respectful 
relationship with Him (holiness), not just those who are 
specifically consecrated to Him. This is the ‘Universal Call to 
Holiness’ in a nutshell.

Chapter six is last but far from least important. It speaks of the 
role of Mary within the Church and mentions her as Mediatrix 
of grace, a title which conveys that Christ, the source of all 
grace, came through and in that way, she also is the “Mother” 
of grace, mediating it to mankind. Like many other documents 
of the Second Vatican Council we find “It does not, however, 
have it in mind to give a complete doctrine on Mary...”9 but 
we find reaffirmed the view that Mary holds the place of, if 
you will, the most important human being to walk the earth 
other than Christ. She is a perfect model of motherhood and 
leads us towards Christ. As we know, following the Second 
Vatican Council, the devotions to Mary significantly declined 
on account of many proposing that Christ be our only focus. 
However, once again the Second Vatican Council in Lumen 
Gentium states: “Placed by the grace of God, as God’s Mother, 
next to her Son, and exalted above all angels and men, Mary 
intervened in the mysteries of Christ and is justly honored by 
a special cult in the Church.”�0 Unfortunately the word ‘cult’ 
carries a connotation in English which is not intended in the 
Latin text. The bottom line is that, next to God, Mary deserves 
the highest honor (hyperdulia), even above the saints (dulia).

In conclusion, Lumen Gentium is a unique document which 
highlights aspects of Catholic teaching which may have been 
overlooked in the past, such as the possibility of salvation 
for non-Catholics, the nobility and dignity of the married life, 
the mutual relationship of the supreme pontiff with bishops, 
the fact that all peoples are called to holiness and last, that 
Mary should remain in a place of honor. As a supplement 
to prior councils rather than revision of them (as commonly 
believed) it seeks to put forward a vision of the Church for 
the world to see, addressing many of the controversies and 
misconceptions of the time which were arising.
8  Vita Consecrata, John Paul II. 
9  Lumen Gentium, 53
�0  Lumen Gentium, 66
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The Role of the

LAITY
in the Mission of 

the Church Today

Vocation Highlights

The laity plays an important role in the mission of the Church 
today. In the past, the Church was the sole responsibility 
of the clergy. Today, both priests and laypeople are called 
to be co-workers of Christ, bearing equal responsibilities 
but in different ways. Our Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI, 
recently challenged the lay faithful to take their important 
role in the life of the Church, alongside of the clergy, and to 
participate fully in her mission to the world, “Co-responsibility 
requires a change in mentality, particularly with regard to 
the role of the laity in the Church, who should be considered 
not as “collaborators” with the clergy, but as persons truly 
“co-responsible” for the being and activity of the Church.” 1

Effectiveness of Lay Apostolic Work Dependent on 
Union with Christ
In Matthew 20:�-�6, the call of Jesus to everyone is to 
participate in the Mission of the Church and the vineyard 
refers to the whole world. There are two temptations to be 
avoided for the lay faithful. First, that of being so involved in 
the lay apostolate works that one fails to be actively involved 
in one’s responsibility in the professional, social, cultural 
and political realm. Second, that of living a dichotomy in 
one’s life, whereby there is a separation of one’s faith from 
one’s life. An example of not having a unity of life is where 
one can be a fervent lay apostle in church but, the exact 
opposite outside the church, being unable to reflect Christ 
in one’s family, in the workplace and in the world.  

The involvement of the lay faithful in the church needs 
to be able to foster a growth in the person’s faith, and 
our spiritual life must make us better parents, workers or 
professionals. A priest’s daily contact is approximately 95% 
with Catholics and hence the laity plays an important role 
in being witnesses of Christ to the world at large, through 

1  6th Assembly of the International Catholic Action Forum, �0 August 20�2

their work place, etc. The role of the laity in the mission of 
the Church is therefore indispensable.

A double life, whereby one separates one’s life of faith 
from our family, social and professional lives, clearly do not 
reflect complete union of one’s whole life with Christ. The 
primary call of lay apostles is to sanctify and consecrate 
themselves, both in the church and outside the church.  It 
is a two-fold call.

Holiness is much more than having a deep prayer life. 
However, without prayer, one simply cannot think of being 
holy. Holiness is complete conversion to a Christian way 
of life. It means living according to the Beatitudes, living 
the blueprint of the Gospel. It is not equivalent to prayer, 
which is only the basis for holiness. It is to live the life of 
Christ, to be another Christ to others, to put on Christ, to be 
immersed in Him such that the light of Christ shines through 
us. It is living out one’s baptismal calling.  Holiness is the 
fundamental calling of every Christian. One cannot be a 
Christian, if one does not desire to be holy. As lay apostles, 
holiness is expressed through our daily life situations.  

Lay apostles have one mission but different charisms. The 
work of lay apostles can be effective only if he/she is in 
union with Christ. As Christians, our task is to make the 
world more in union with Christ, to imbue the gospel in the 
world, and direct the world to live in the values of the gospel 
even if they are not Christians. The challenge is for us to 
translate the gospel values into principles that the world 
can accept without being threatening to others (who are not 
Christians).

Lay apostles have two roles to play: within and outside the 
Church. Therefore, some involvement in church ministry or 
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apostolate is necessary in order to sustain our faith. One 
cannot sanctify the world without first sanctifying oneself.

Holiness is the key to fruitfulness in any apostolate. The 
late Holy Father Blessed Pope John Paul II, in his letter 2 
insists that all pastoral initiatives must be set in relation to 
holiness. He states, “We are certainly not seduced by the 
naive expectation that, faced with the great challenges of 
our time, we shall find some magic formula. No, we shall not 
be saved by a formula but by a Person, and the assurance 
which he gives us: I am with you!  It is not therefore a matter 
of inventing a “new programme”. The programme already 
exists: it is the plan found in the Gospel and in the living 
Tradition, it is the same as ever. Ultimately, it has its centre 
in Christ himself, who is to be known, loved and imitated, 
so that in him we may live the life of the Trinity, and with 
him transform history until its fulfilment in the heavenly 
Jerusalem. This is a programme which does not change 
with shifts of times and cultures...” 3 In short, the programme 
is Christ Himself!

Many Catholics do not bring the gospel into the work place 
simply because they are not rooted in the gospel.

For me, the greatest challenge of being a priest is not doing 
the priestly work, but truly living a holy life, the life of Christ. 
With diligence, hard work and a reasonable intellect, one 
can fulfill the tasks of a priest. But true effectiveness of a 
priest actually depends on how holy the priest is. A holy 
priest is totally available to the Lord without any reservation, 
such that the Lord can work effectively through him, with him 
and in him. Without a holy life, the channel of graces in a 
priest’s life will be blocked and his ministry will be deficient.  
The same reasoning applies to lay apostles.

Training in Holiness 
Lay apostles could do well by following a path to holiness, 
as exhorted by our late Holy Father Blessed Pope John 
Paul II, “The paths to holiness are personal and call for a 
genuine “training in holiness”, adapted to people’s needs.”4

Here are a number of spiritual practices, which are sine 
qua non in order to grow in holiness. The first is having a 
deep prayer life, the basis of holiness. Without prayer, we 
cannot be holy. Personal and communal prayer life must 
be developed. Intense personal prayer is necessary and 
important because how deep one’s prayer life will determine 
one’s relationship with the Lord.  In John �5:4, 7, Jesus 
said, “Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear 
fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, 
unless you abide in me. …If you abide in me, and my words 
abide in you, ask whatever you will, and it shall be done for 
you.”

Blessed John Paul II said “This training in holiness calls for 
a Christian life distinguished above all in the art of prayer… 
intense prayer, both personal and communal… Prayer 
develops that conversation with Christ which makes us his 

2  At the Beginning of the New Millenium, Novo Millennio Ineunte # 30
3  At the Beginning of the New Millenium, Novo Millennio Ineunte # 29
4  At the Beginning of the New Millenium, Novo Millennio Ineunte # 3�

intimate friends: “Abide in me and I in you” (John 15:4). 
This reciprocity is the very substance and soul of the 
Christian life, and the condition of all true pastoral life… Our 
Christian communities must become genuine “schools” of 
prayer, where the meeting with Christ is expressed not just 
in imploring help but also in thanksgiving, praise, adoration, 
contemplation, listening and ardent devotion, until the heart 
truly “falls in love”. ”5   

As such, prayer is not only the duty of priests but of all 
ordinary Christians too, as exhorted by Blessed Pope John 
Paul II: “Christians who have received the gift of a vocation 
to the specially consecrated life are of course called to 
prayer in a particular way: of its nature, their consecration 
makes them more open to the experience of contemplation, 
and it is important that they should cultivate it with special 
care. But it would be wrong to think that ordinary Christians 
can be content with a shallow prayer that is unable to fill 
their whole life. Especially in the face of the many trials to 
which today’s world subjects faith, they would be not only 
mediocre Christians but “Christians at risk”. They would 
run the insidious risk of seeing their faith progressively 
undermined, and would perhaps end up succumbing to 
the allure of “substitutes”, accepting alternative religious 
proposals and even indulging in far-fetched superstitions. 
It is therefore essential that education in prayer should 
become in some way a key-point of all pastoral planning.”6  
In addition, compromising our prayer time on the excuse 
of being busy and tired, reflects a lack of discernment on 
one’s part.

Besides a deep prayer life, other important spiritual 
practices to help one grow in holiness, include frequent 
reception of the Sacraments, such as the reception of the 
Holy Eucharist (in addition to the Sunday Mass), love for the 
Word of God, Reconciliation (ideally once a month, as sins 
block the graces of God to flow in our souls and hinders us 
from being in union with Christ), praying before the Blessed 
Sacrament (Eucharistic Adoration) and formation.

Formation is Key
Everyone must be involved in ministry or one’s faith will 
suffer because no man is an island. If a person does not 
have a group of fellow Catholics to support each other, he/
she will lose his/her faith. However, many enter into ministry 
without a prayer life and formation and more often they give 

5  At the Beginning of the New Millenium, Novo Millennio Ineunte # 32, 33
6  At the Beginning of the New Millenium, Novo Millennio Ineunte # 34
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About Rev. Fr. William Goh

Reverend Father William 
Goh entered the seminary 
in �979 at the age of 22 
after a working stint in a 
bank. He was ordained to 
the Diocesan Priesthood 
on � May �985. Thereafter, 
he proceeded to study at 
the Pontificia Universita 
Urbaniana, Roma where 
he obtained his Bachelor 
of Theology in �985. 

His first posting was to 
the Church of the Holy Cross, from early �985 to 
late �989, as an Assistant Priest to then Reverend 
Father Nicholas Chia, who is now the Archbishop 
of Singapore. Thereafter, he spent two years at 
the Pontificia Universita Gregoriana, Roma  from 
�990 to �992 and obtained a Licentiate in Dogmatic 
Theology. 

Upon his return from Rome in �992, he was seconded 
to the St. Francis Xavier Major Seminary as its 
Initiation Year Director and Lecturer in Systematic 
Theology.  Concurrently, he was appointed as Parish 
Priest of St. Anne’s Church, a post which he held for 
two years. During his long tenure at the St. Francis 
Xavier Major Seminary, he served in various roles 
and has been its Rector since 2005.

Father William is a member of the Senate of Priests 
and Council of Consultors; an ex-officio member of 
the Diocesan Vocation Committee and the Spiritual 
Director of the Singapore Archdiocesan Catholic 
Charismatic Renewal Experience (SACCRE); 
Amplify Ministry, Jesus Youth Singapore and 
Catholic Spirituality Centre (CSC).

Formation, especially 
for members serving in a 
church ministry, is essential...
Without deepening their love 
for the Word in prayer and in 
study, the grace of God 
cannot work on them.
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bad witness and cause scandals. The motive of serving 
must be pure. Hence even if one is unhappy serving in a 
ministry but if that is God’s calling, one should still stay in 
the ministry.

Formation, especially for members serving in a church 
ministry, is essential. Catholics like to serve in Church and 
voluntary organizations but few see the need to be formed 
in the Word and to pray. Many Church members have hardly 
any formation or prayer life.  Instead, the emphasis is on how 
to serve at the altar, how to read at the lectern, how to teach 
the children, etc.  Any formation is limited to pastoral skills 
rather than the formation of the person’s spiritual life and 
growth in understanding of his/her faith.  Precisely, because 
of this wrong emphasis, there are many Catholics serving in 
the Church with wounds unhealed and still immature in their 
faith, causing much division in their organization or easily 
hurt by the imperfections of their fellow members. 

What needs to be done is to provide formation of faith and 
spiritual life to our Church members before we can speak of 
service to the Church and to the world.  Without deepening 
their love for the Word in prayer and in study, the grace of 
God cannot work on them. It is not enough to put the Word 
of God into practice. Rather, we should allow the Word of 
God to act in and through us.  

The formation required is four-fold: 
�. Intellectual Formation which comprises formation in 

the Word of God (bible), doctrines of the Church and 
Spirituality.

2. Human formation pertains to relationship, emotional 
and psychological aspects of a person.

3. Spiritual formation in prayer and discernment
4.  Pastoral ministry formation pertains to the skills required 

for the ministry.

Every church organization or apostolate needs to ask itself: 
where is the area of formation needed in the group? In order 
for any organization to grow, it must form its members, train 
leaders, and have a leadership succession plan.

Besides forming members, leadership is very important. 
Without good leaders, we cannot grow membership.

Leader is the Keeper of the Vision
Those in leadership must know that a leader is a keeper of 
the vision. Leaders must be visionary and have clear ideas 
of what to do. If a leader is not visionary, he/she will be 
a maintenance worker and the church cannot grow in this 
way.

A leader must always think ahead and see how the group 
can grow to be more effective. In addition, each church 
organization has to come out with its own core values. 
Every organization must have its spirituality as this will bind 
the members together. Serra Club is a good example as the 
members not only promote vocations but have a spirituality 
that promotes fellowship, discipleship and formation.
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On 3 January 20�2, which is the Feast of the Most Holy 
Name of Jesus, Serra International launched the “Pray for 
Priests Year 20�2”. The emphasis of this global initiative 
is “to pray for our priests by name everyday”.    

The essence of the “Pray for Priests Year 20�2” initiative 
is to form teams of seven intercessors.  Each team is 
assigned a priest to pray for by name everyday.  Each 
intercessor is required to attend a Mass once a week and 
offer it up for the sanctification of the priest concerned.  In 
addition, each intercessor is required to pray a decade of 
the Holy Rosary and the Divine Mercy Chaplet daily for 
the priest throughout the whole of 20�2.    Hence, each 
Priest is covered daily by one Holy Mass, seven decades 
of the Holy Rosary and seven Divine Mercy Chaplets.    

On behalf of Serra International, I would like to thank all 
Serrans and friends who have so generously participated 
in this initiative.  In particular, I would like to thank the 
over �,500 lay faithful in Singapore who have responded 
to this initiative.  In mid-March 20�2, Singapore was 
the first country in the world where all the priests were 
covered with daily prayers under this initiative.  Since 
then, It was very encouraging to note that many more 
prayer intercessors have been recruited by Serrans all 
over the world who have responded positively to this 
initiative. I would also like to register our appreciation to 
Father Gerard Ryan of Telepace Australia for screening 
the SCANZSPAC version of the “Pray for Priests Year 
20�2” promotional trailer.
 
Although the initiative ends on 3� December 20�2, it is 
our greatest hope that we will continue “to pray for our 
priests by name everyday”.

Sean Yeo
President Elect

Serra International 

Serra International’s

Pray for Priests 
Year 2012

Vocation Highlights

9



New Pastoral Guidelines on 

Priestly Vocations 
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On 25 June 20�2, the occasion of the 70th Anniversary 
of the inauguration of the Pontifical Work for Priestly 
Vocations, the Congregation for Catholic Education, 
headed by His Eminence Zenon Cardinal Grocholewski, 
issued a 27-page document on fostering vocations to 
the priesthood. The final text of this document entitled 
“Pastoral Guidelines for Fostering Vocations to Priestly 
Ministry”, was previously approved by the Holy Father 
Pope Benedict XVI, on 25 March 20�2, the 20th 
Anniversary of Blessed Pope John Paul II’s Apostolic 
Exhortation “Pastores Dabo Vobis” (“I shall give you 
shepherds”).

The document is made up of three parts, namely an 
examination of the state of vocations in today’s world, the 
vocation and identity of the priesthood and suggestions 
for the fostering of priestly vocations. The guidelines are 
based on the results of a questionnaire sent out worldwide, 
after the 2008 plenary assembly of the Congregation for 
Catholic Education.  It was written with input from the 
Congregations for the Evangelization of Peoples, for the 
Oriental Churches, for Institutes of Consecrated Life and 
Societies of Apostolic Life and for the Clergy.

In this issue, Serra Connects with the kind assistance 
of Sam Alzheimer, Founder of Vianney Vocations, has 
listed some notable highlights from the document. The 
entire content is available at www.serra.org.

Section I: The Pastoral Care of Vocations to Priestly 
Ministry in Today’s World

•	 The Church in the West is experiencing a decline 
in priestly vocations.

•	 Despite the “organized and creative” promotion of 
priestly vocations in the West, “the results obtained 
do not correspond to the efforts made.”

•	 Strong Christian families are the birthplace of 
priestly vocations.

•	 New priests primarily come from vibrant Catholic 
communities that explicitly present the possibility 
of a priestly vocation.

•	 The “joyful witness of priests” is critical in attracting 
young men to consider a priestly vocation.  An 

overload of pastoral work can “weaken the shrine 
of priestly witness.”

•	 Many young men discover their vocations through 
charitable service.

•	 Many men “ignore a vocation to priestly ministry” 
because of certain obstacles:  disapproval from 
parents, perception of priesthood as irrelevant in 
society, difficulties with celibacy, and the scandal 
of sexual abuse.

 
Section II. The Vocation and Identity of the Ministerial 
Priesthood

•	 Vocations arise from having a “profound 
communion” with Jesus.

•	 The ministerial priesthood is necessary for the 
Church’s existence and identity. “Christ the 
Shepherd is the origin and model of priestly 
ministry,” thus priests must primarily be compelled 
by love for the flock, the people of God.

•	 Priestly ministry is characterized by the communal 
nature of the life of the Trinity.

•	 Those working in vocations ministry should 
wisely discern the suitability of those being 
called.  Candidates should clearly understand 
the priesthood, especially celibacy; have a 
strong spiritual life; and come from a supportive 
community.

•	 “Proposing a vocation should be avoided to 
persons who, even though they are praiseworthy 
in their journey of conversion, show signs of being 
profoundly fragile personalities.”

•	 “A decisive role is played by vocation directors, who 
often take the place of the priest who nourished 
and sustained the beginnings of a vocation.”

•	 Clericalism can be avoided by priests being rooted 
in true service and availability to the local Church.

 
Section III.  Suggestions for Pastoral Ministry for 
Priestly Vocations

•	 While priestly vocations are a true gift from God, 
we must be faithful to pray for vocations.  “Prayer 
moves the heart of God.”

•	 Boys and young men can discover their vocations 
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The years of 
youth, especially 

college years, ‘deserve 
the closest attention’ 

because they are a time 
when young people are 
making life choices.
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through forming “genuine human relationships” 
within Christian communities that are “attractive 
and exciting.”

•	 All members of the Church are responsible for 
priestly vocations.  The bishop plays the preeminent 
role in leading this effort.

•	 “The Office for Vocations looks after the formation 
of vocations advisers, advances and spreads 
a vocational culture within the People of God, 
shares in the planning of the diocesan pastoral 
programme, and in particular works together with 
the diocesan offices for family pastoral ministry, 
catechesis and youth pastoral ministry.”

•	 Parents should be made more aware of their 
educational role “that makes possible the discovery 
of a priestly vocation.”

•	 On the parish level, teachers, catechists, and youth 
ministers have a special responsibility: “No kind of 
catechesis should overlook the presentation of the 
priestly vocation.”

•	 ‘No one is better suited to evangelize young people 
than young people themselves.’ Seminarians “are 
the first and most immediate apostles of vocation” 
because they can reach young men in a special 
way. 

•	 The years of youth, especially college years, 
“deserve the closest attention” because they are a 
time when young people are making life choices.

•	 The things that foster a priestly vocation are the 
same things proposed for all Christians:  “listening 
to the Word of God, participation in the Eucharist 
and exercising charity.”

•	 Prayer for vocations, most especially Eucharistic 
adoration, is necessary for a flourishing of 
vocations.

•	 “It would be good for the Diocesan Office for 
Vocations to propose and organize an “invisible 
monastery” in which many persons, day and night, 
are committed to continuous prayer for priestly 
vocations.

•	 Specifically recommended are: outreach to 
altar servers, retreats for young men, houses of 
discernment, and minor seminaries.

 
Conclusion

•	 “The most favorable environment for vocations to 
the priesthood is every Christian community that 
listens to the Word of God, prays with the liturgy 
and gives witness with charity. In this context, the 
mission of a priest is most clearly perceived and 
recognized.”

•	 The document concludes with special support 
for ecclesial communities, associations, and 
movements that foster priestly vocations.

Calling all Serra Clubs! 
We believe that over the years, all of you have implemented 
many programs to foster vocations to the priestly ministry.  
We invite you to share with us, programs implemented 
by your Club, that are in line with the proposed new 
guidelines and that have made a difference in fostering 
vocations to the ministerial priesthood. We hope to 
compile a collection of best practices which we believe 
will benefit Serra Clubs around the world. Your programs 
may involve working with various groups of people in 
the church such as young children, the youth, university 
students, catechists, altar servers, parents, seminarians, 
etc. Please email Jon Haines, Serra International’s 
Assistant Director of Research and Communications at 
jhaines@serra.org with the details.
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In November 20�3, EWTN Global Catholic Network will air 
a five-part television series on the life and works of Blessed 
Junipero Serra. This commemorates the tercentenary 
(300th anniversary) of Father Serra’s birth.

Serra Connects managed to get an exclusive with James 
Kelty, the producer of the TV series who worked with Father 
Joe Scerbo, S.A. (who was one of the speakers at the 
Convention in Providence) to get this series off the ground. 
Read on in James’ own words on what it took to produce 
the series, how the idea for the series came about, the 
challenges encountered in the production and the one thing 
he wants the audience to take away from the series.

On 24 November 20�3, the “Father President” of California 
will be 300.

And maybe someday soon, a saint.

With so much written about Blessed Junipero Serra, pictures 
painted and statues sculpted of him, streets named after 
him, and monuments dedicated to him, you’d think we’d 
know this man pretty well by now.  

But in fact many people really don’t. At least one filmmaker 
thinks that’s the case. 

James Kelty, who has made a career of films about California 
history, thinks that Father Serra may be the victim of a glut 

of attention rather than a dearth of it. 

“The mission revival of the �920s, with Father Serra at 
the center, created a romantic glow around Mission Era 
California and was used chiefly to attract tourists to the 
Golden State,” Kelty says. It had nothing to do with the 
hardships or the hard work of missionaries, or the hard lives 
of those to whom they brought the Word of Christ.

In �984, when Father Serra was beatified, he was drawn into 
the long simmering controversy over Spanish colonization, 
which peaked during the 500th anniversary of Columbus’ 
discovery of America in �992. Then a third wave of critical 
writing, relying on primary source documents and a new 
database developed by historians, is now attempting to 
balance Father Serra’s legacy and bring Native Americans 
to the forefront of the story, an effort Kelty hopes his TV 
series will contribute to. 

Mr. Kelty’s TV project is supported by Serra International 
Foundation and some generous donors. 

The project had been discussed between Kelty and EWTN 
for at least �0 years, but it wasn’t until Kelty’s interest met the 
spiritual dynamism of Franciscan Father Joe Scerbo, S.A., 
that it took off. “Father Joe,” as he’s affectionately referred 
to by his devoted parishioners at Saint Paschal Baylon 
Parish in Thousand Oaks, has had a lifelong devotion to 
Blessed Junipero Serra. Kelty felt Serra’s far flung exploits, 

Vocation Highlights

Blessed JUNIPERO SERRA TV Series
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About James Kelty

James is a Telly Award-winning filmmaker whose 
works have been shown on A&E and other major 
cable networks. He has worked with the State of 
California on many projects over the years and his 
work has been featured in major permanent exhibits 
for the California State Museum.

James has also created a series called “California 
Legacy” which dramatizes stories from California 
History, filmed on location at authentic sites in 
California’s State Historic Parks. Begun as a 
celebration of the California Gold Rush to Statehood 
Sesquicentennial, the series continues as a lasting 
tribute to the diverse peoples who contributed to the 
building of the Golden State. Having won a first prize 
Telly Award in �997, the series currently reaches over 
800,000 California fourth graders annually through 
agreements with public school licensing agencies, 
and has aired on regional television networks around 
the country.

In �999, James Kelty & Associates produced “Golden 
Moments in California History,” a series of public 
service spots celebrating California’s Gold Rush to 
Statehood Sesquicentennial. 

Today, James’ company is built around the Pinnacle 
Cinewave system using Final Cut Pro to edit their 
productions.
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the story’s long timeline and the threat of secular academic 
protests against the missions presented overwhelming 
challenges to a filmmaker. But Father Joe was undaunted. 
“Every time I presented him with my doubts and fears, he 
simply laughed,” Kelty said. “He burrowed into the dense 
tangle of problems confronting us like a badger. He was 
always perspiring, it seemed, but he was always smiling.” 

By the time he met Kelty, Father Joe had already made his 
pilgrimage, traveling in pursuit of his Blessed Junipero to 
Mallorca and Mexico and all over California.

“Father Joe likes to find a correspondence between what 
we are doing and the challenges faced by Father Serra. Not 
that the scale is anywhere near the same – our difficulties 
are insignificant to what he faced.”

This film walks in Father Serra’s footsteps, quite literally. 
Kelty began filming in Mexico at the end of May 20�2, 
interviewing Franciscan Provincial Francisco Morales. He 
filmed at the Apostolic College San Fernando in Mexico 
City, where Father Serra began his work as a missionary. 
He went into the remote Sierra Gorda region of Mexico 
where Serra presided over five missions, taping interviews 
with Pame Indian representatives and other local experts. 
Kelty interviewed historians and Native Americans in 
California and in July went to shoot in Mallorca at the village 
of Petra, Father Serra’s birthplace, where he interviewed 
Franciscan Father Juan Marti, the pastor of Serra’s parish 
of Saint Peters. “It was a thrill to hear ‘Mallorquin,’ the patois 
of the island, and Spanish spoken in the same accent as 
Father Serra,” Kelty says, and I want our viewers to hear 
it. He interviewed Provincial Gori Matteu at the Convento 
de San Francisco in Palma, where Serra’s Franciscanism 
blossomed and he grew in stature as a theologian. “We 
really want to bring this story to life,” he said.

EWTN, with a large Spanish language audience as well as 
English, plans to create a Spanish language version of the 
series. In addition to the television broadcast, Kelty hopes to 
develop a version of these programs for California’s fourth 
grade school children, through his widely-used California 
Legacy curriculum project, which teaches about California’s 
history. 

“Ring the bells,” Kelty says. “That’s what I keep saying. Let’s 
get the real story to ring out.” It’s a story he and Father Joe 
would like to bring to the largest audience possible. 

“Father Serra is for the ages. He’s one of those colossal 
figures, like Lincoln, who lives across the ages. If there is 
one thing I would like to convince viewers of, it is Serra’s 
love for the Native Americans. He was their servant and 
their great defender.

Vocation Highlights
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Sam Alzheimer
President of Vianney Vocations

Serra Connects caught up with Sam Alzheimer of 
Vianney Vocations (publisher of “To Save a Thousand 
Souls – a Guide to Discerning a Diocesan Vocation”) for 
an email interview following the launch of the international 
edition of the book written by Fr. Brett Brannen. The 
international version is about 50 pages shorter than the 
first edition as the section on the seminary syllabus has 
been taken out. However, a list of questions for discussion 
based on “The Melchizedek Project” has been included. 
The international version will be available for distribution 
in Australia and New Zealand before Christmas. Several 
vocation directors from Australia and New Zealand have 
already expressed interest in the book.

What inspired you to start Vianney Vocations?
It was several things, all coming together at once.  Back 
when I was a seminarian, I worked for a year as an 
assistant to Fr. Brett Brannen, our Vocation Director at 
the time.  We built a very successful program, going from 
a handful of seminarians to over 25 in just three years.  
So I had seen what was possible.  I then went to work 
for a company that promoted stewardship in parishes, 
eventually becoming vice president.  It struck me one 
day, after about eight years working there, that the typical 
parish we served spent more resources on teaching their 
parishioners about stewardship than an entire diocese 
spent on promoting vocations. I was acutely aware of 
the shortage of priests, and I suspected I could make 
a difference helping Vocation Offices by applying some 
of the communication strategies I’d learned.  So that’s 
where the idea of Vianney Vocations was born.  The final 
confirmation came when Fr. Brannen called me out of 
the blue to be the editor of To Save a Thousand Souls.  
Publishing the book was the project that launched our 

organization.  Interestingly, a few weeks before we 
began, I travelled to Serra International headquarters in 
Chicago to run my ideas past the executive director.  His 
response was very encouraging, and Serra even gave a 
small grant to help get us going. 

What are the challenges faced in running Vianney 
Vocations?
Our biggest challenge—something that I think about 
every day—is to make sure that we’re doing projects 
that really make a difference, things that really increase 
the number of seminarians.  I’m not peaceful with the 
idea of being a “vocation marketing” company.  Sure, 
prayer cards, posters, and brochures are helpful.  Every 
little bit makes a difference.  But are we also tackling 
the big issues? Are we helping young people embrace 
discipleship? Are we helping to bring them closer to the 
Lord?  That’s why one of my favorite projects is promoting 
discernment retreats, because I know when you give 
men good information about the priesthood, then place 
them before the Eucharist, miracles happen.

To-date, what has been the most fulfilling project that 
Vianney Vocations has undertaken?
I have to say The Melchizedek Project. It’s a national 
program that helps start small “vocation discernment 
groups” for young men, using To Save a Thousand 
Souls as a sort of textbook.  Eighteen months into the 
program, about �50 groups have been formed, involving 
somewhere close to 2,000 young men.  When we get 
emails from guys who’ve been part of a group, and are 
now applying for the seminary, that is the encouragement 
we need to keep working.

Interview
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About Sam Alzheimer, 
President of Vianney Vocations

Sam Alzheimer, the founder of Vianney Vocations, is an expert in 
Catholic communications and has worked with over 200 parishes 
and dioceses in the United States since �996. His writing has 
reached more than one million Catholic households, and he 
has given over 50 presentations to priests and parish leaders 
throughout the country.

Before beginning Vianney Vocations, Sam was a seminarian for 
the Diocese of Savannah. He then served for eight years as Vice 
President of Catholic Stewardship Consultants, Inc., overseeing 
the production of Catholic educational materials and managing 
multi-year engagements with parishes.

Sam holds degrees in English Literature and writing from Berry 
College and has completed advanced coursework in philosophy 
and Catholic theology at Franciscan University of Steubenville. 
He lives in Valdosta, GA with his wife Michele and four children. 
He is a member of St. John the Evangelist Church where he 
serves as the Stewardship Committee Chair.

Sam Alzheimer can be contacted at:
info@vianneyvocations.com
Direct line: (229) 3�6-0275
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What are your plans for Vianney Vocations 
for 2013?
We have so many projects in the works! 
We’re going to continue with our core work, 
which is providing services for diocesan 
vocation offices. We’re going to add more 
high-quality items to our web store, www.
vianneyvocations.com, especially good 
resources for parents. We’ll be rolling out 
“phase two” of the Melchizedek Project 
in the fall, which emphasizes turning to 
scripture to help with the discernment. We’re 
working with several countries to re-print 
international editions of To Save a Thousand 
Souls. We have one really cool idea for a 
web site where people can pledge to pray 
for vocations; we’ll see if we can get funding 
for that.  From an administrative perspective, 
we need to hire a new employee, and I hope 
to help more Vocation Directors in Canada. 
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“I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, always in 
every prayer of mine for you all making my prayer with 

joy, thankful for your partnership in the gospel…”
Philippians (1:3-5)

Priestly Ordinations 2012
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Rev. Fr. John Redmon,
Diocese of Hamilton, Canada,

05 May 2012

Rev. Frs. Wenceslaus Edy & Mattheus Wuwu,
Missionaries of God’s Love, Canberra, Australia, 

23 November 2012

Rev. Fr. Ezequiel Hul,
Diocese of Ponta Grossa, Brazil,

05 August 2012

Rev. Fr. Aloysius Mak,
Archdiocese of Hong Kong,

23 June 2012

Rev. Fr. Stephen Wong Ka Fai, 
Salesians of Don Bosco, Macau,

23 June 2012

Rev. Frs. James Ho Ngo Lu Vien & John Baptist Le Van Ba,
Divine Word Missionaries, Macau,

24 November 2012
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Priestly Ordinations 2012

As we come to the close of 20�2, Serra Connects 
takes a glimpse at some of the ordinations that 
took place around the world in 20�2. Featured 
in this pictorial spread are some of our priests 
from six continents. We thank Almighty God for 
all our newly ordained priests wherever they 
may be serving. We are also deeply grateful to 
all our priests for answering God’s calling to the 
priesthood.

At the heart of Serra’s global lay apostolate for 
vocations lies a great need for all Serrans to 
take the lead among the lay faithful in praying 
unceasingly and fervently for all our priests. That 
is one of the most concrete ways in showing our 
love to Our Lord and our priests!

PRIESTLY 
ORDINATIONS

2012
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Rev. Fr. Joseph Sornchai Deepor, 
Diocese of Chiangmai, Thailand, 

07 January 2012

Rev. Fr. Joseph Thassama Kitprayoon, 
Diocese of Bangkok, Thailand,  

27 May 2012

Rev. Frs. James Arebiyi C.Ss. R & Philip O. Obasi C.Ss. R, 
Congregation of the Most Holy Redeemer, Nigeria, 

30 September 2012

Rev. Fr. John Baptist Nuphan 
Thasamalee, Diocese of Chantaburi, 

Thailand, 16 June 2012

Rev. Fr. Joseph Thinnakorn Luelai, 
Diocese of Tharae, Thailand, 

06 October 2012

Rev. Fr. Joseph Thepnarong  Pudsa, 
Diocese of Tharae, Thailand, 

06 October 2012

Rev. Fr. Joseph Wu Anh Huang, 
Diocese of Chantaburi, Thailand,  

16 June 2012

Rev. Fr. Augustine Krissanapong 
Atichartthanin, Diocese of Chantaburi, 

Thailand, 16 June 2012

Rev. Fr. Dominic Savio Sarawin 
Patsrirueng, Diocese of Ratchaburi, 

Thailand, 17 June 2012

Rev. Fr. Dominic Sinth Noonsab, 
Diocese of Nakhonsawan, Thailand, 

28 July 2012

Rev. Fr. Joachim Nguyen Wan Than, 
Diocese of Chantaburi, Thailand,  

16 June 2012

Rev. Fr. Chris Lemieux,
Archdiocese of Toronto, Canada,

12 May 2012

Rev.  Fr. Peter Wallop Chanduang, 
Diocese of Tharae, Thailand,

01 February 2012

Rev. Fr. Francesco Marrone, 
Archdiocese of Toronto, Canada,

12 May 2012

Rev. Fr. John Baptist Sakarin, 
Sirabanthueng, Diocese of Bangkok, 

Thailand, 27 May 2012
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Rev. Fr. Giovanni Valdenassi, 
Diocese of Genoa, Italy, 

27 May 2012

Rev. Frs. Stefano Mantelli, Alessandro Marsili , Davide Massi and Giovanni Prestianni
Diocese of Florence, Italy, 

15 April 2012

Rev. Fr. Ryan Krueger, 
Diocese of Green Bay, Wisconsin, 

USA, 02 June 2012

Rev.Fr. William Van Dynhoven, 
Diocese of Green Bay, Wisconsin, 

USA, 02 June 2012

Rev. Fr. Peter Sompob 
Ruengwuthchanapuet, Diocese of 
Bangkok, Thailand,  27 May 2012

Rev. Frs. Peter Wanmai Srisuk & Jacob Paisal Ratchakit, 
Diocese of Nakonsawan,Thailand, 

20 October 2012

Rev. Fr. Thomas Apichit Chinnawong, 
Diocese of Chantaburi, Thailand, 

16 June 2012

Rev. Fr. Paul Prem Koondone, 
Diocese of Udonthani, Thailand, 

19 May 2012

Rev. Fr. Peter Nanthapol Suksamran, 
Diocese of Chantaburi, Thailand, 

16 June 2012

Rev. Fr. Patrick Gilmurray, C.PP.S., 
Missionaries of the Precious Blood, 

Canada, 01 September, 2012

Rev. Fr. Peter Phanomkorn Sangawong, 
Order of Friars Minor (Franciscan), 
Chantaburi, Thailand, 19 May 2012

Rev. Fr. Thomas Aquinas Somchai 
Mogkaraburi, Diocese of Nakhon 

Ratchasima, Thailand, 26  May 2012
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Rev. Fr. Edward Lim O.C.D.,
Order of the Discalced Carmelites, 

Singapore, 15 October 2012

Rev. Frs. Luigi D’Arco and Gino Calamai, 
Diocese of Prato, Italy, 

15 May 2012

Rev. Fr. Samuel Lim, 
Archdiocese of Singapore, 

09 August 2012

Rev. Fr. Joseph Zhang C.D.D., 
Congregation of the Disciples of the 

Lord, Singapore, 20 August 2012

Rev. Fr. Jeffrey Tan O.C.D.,
Order of the Discalced Carmelites, 

Singapore, 13 November 2012

Rev. Fr. Marco Casalini, 
Diocese of San Miniato, Italy, 

28 Oct 2012

Rev. Frs Federico Franchi, Lorenzo Bianchi and Simone Binelli, 
Diocese of Pisa, Italy, 

30 Sep 2012

Rev. Frs. Massimo Borsani, Claudio Gobies and Carmelo Galeone, 
Diocese of Albenga, Italy, 

12 May 2012

Rev. Fr. Andrea Camoirano, 
Diocese of Savona, Italy, 

13 October 2012

Rev. Frs. Ryan Connors, Francesco Francese and Christopher Murphy, 
Diocese of Providence, Rhode Island, USA, 

22 June 2012 
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Christmas Greetings from Serra Clubs Around the World

India
Serra Club of Bangalore

Christmas is around once more, and the thought that comes 
uppermost in my mind is “God so loved the world that he gave his 
only begotten Son that all those who believe in him may not perish 
but may have eternal life”. John 3:�6
 
God loves us just the way we are – with all our weaknesses, failings 
and even sins.  Yes, He detests sin, but not the sinner. He loves us 
even in our sins. I do believe that if every person who is dejected 
because of sins in their life, if people are losing hope because of 
despair, if fear of failure paralyzes people from doing their best, 
they have only to look at the figure of the little Child in the crib who 
extends His arms to them in trusting, inviting love, whose eyes 
shine with hope, whose smile evokes confidence and whose whole 
demeanour says “why are you afraid – I am with you to the end of 
the world.  I love you and remember Me forever as loving you. That 
is why I became human and came among you as a Child, so that 
you may not fear Me but love and accept Me.” May the God who 
became a human being for our sake give us the confidence and 
the grace to be the beautiful humans that we are and the courage 
to just be ourselves – because He loves us as we are. Have a 
wonderful, joyful Christmas and reflect Christ’s all suffering love to 
all you meet.

 God love and bless you
 Father Eric A. Rodrigues, C.Ss.R

Chaplain, Serra Club of Bangalore, India.

As the Holy Christmas Season comes round again, the message of Jesus, Who is light in the midst of darkness, 
echoes once more from the crib of Bethlehem in our ears and re-echoes in our hearts with an ever new freshness 
of joy. The church bells not only recall the gift which God made to mankind at the dawn of the Christian era; they 
also proclaim a consoling reality of the present, a reality which is eternally young, living and life-giving. Wishing us 
all a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year full of new aspirations and new resolves in our apostolate of vocation 
promotion. 

Due to the rapid growth of Serra in Thailand, with the approval of the SI Board, Serra District 172 has now split into two Districts.  
The new District 194 consists of  9 Serra Clubs in three dioceses with 276 members.  The first governor for District 194 is Mr. 
Amphan Sidahuadee of Udonthani. 

Thailand
Serra National 
Council of Thailand
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Christmas Greetings from Serra Clubs Around the World

China
Serra Club of Macau 

On this joyous occasion of our Lord’s 
birth, all of us from the Serra Club of 
Macau would like to wish you and your 
loved ones peace and joy. May you 
be filled with the joy and grace of our 
Savior. Christmas is a time when we 
experience God’s love and redeeming 
grace, because the second Person of 
the Holy Trinity has become Man. He 
was born into the world to experience pain and sorrow as any human being would, and He came to abolish the 
eternal punishment that awaits us due to our sins. Let us imitate Christ’s sacrificial love and strive to bring peace, joy 
and the love of our Savior Lord to all. Wishing all a blessed Christmas 20�2! 

China
Serra Club of Hong Kong 

With the blessings of Christmas and 
Season’s Greetings from the Serra Club 
of Hong Kong. May priestly vocations 
be abundant in all Dioceses.  

BRAZIL
National Serra Council of Brazil

Christmas 20�2 has at its central theme the “Year of faith” and invites us to see the Infant Jesus as the reason for 
our life, illuminating our daily lives with His redeeming love. We wish for a holy Christmas and the urgency to confess 
our faith with renewed conviction. We hope it will be a moment of true family celebration between all members from 

Serra International.  Happy and Holy Christmas!
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Australia
Serra Club of Melbourne, Victoria

At this time of the year, our thoughts are drawn to 
the birth of our Savior.  The message of Christmas 
is one of peace, joy and hope throughout the world.  
The Serra Club of Melbourne wishes Serrans, their 
spouses and friends a holy and joyful Christmas and 
a safe New Year.  

Christmas Greetings from Serra Clubs Around the World

Australia
Serra Club of Wagga Wagga, New South Wales

The Serra Club of Wagga Wagga has experienced a very active 
year full of blessings not the least of which was the hosting of the 
SCANZSPAC Convention in October. We are particularly blessed 
with the very strong support of Bishop Hanna. He has taken a 
most active role in our club and has already undertaken to be 
fully involved during 20�3 when we will be especially embarking 
upon a new programme for ‘Club 3�’ (an opportunity for individual 
parishioners throughout the Diocese to nominate one day per 
month to offer a Mass for Vocations).

All of our members wish the happiest and holiest Christmas and 
successful New Year to all of our friends in Serra. May God bless 
all of you in your invaluable work.

Australia
Serra Club of Canberra

The Serra Club of Canberra, Australia, wishes 
all Serrans a Happy and Holy Christmas. 
As Christmas approaches, we recall Mary’s 
vocation to be mother of a great leader whom 
her people had been expecting for centuries. 
When Mary travelled to Bethlehem she did not 
know that she was to give birth to a baby who 
was truly God. We remember Jesus’ words 
“Amen, I say to you, if you have faith the size of 
a mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, 
‘Move from here to there’ and it will move. 
Nothing will be impossible for you.” (Matthew �7:20). Serrans of Canberra invite you to pray that every person will 
recognize and respond to the vocation that God is offering them.
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Canada
Serra Club of Hamilton, Ontario

The Hamilton Serra Club would like to wish all 
Serrans around the world and their families peace 
and joy during this holy season of Christmas. 
During this year of faith, may the Lord help you  
see how you can bring peace and joy to others. 
May the joy of Christ’s birth reign in your hearts 
throughout this blessed season.
 
From our multi cultural Serra members,
Merry Christmas!  Joyeux Noel!   Scretan Buzic!  
Prettig Kerstfeest!  Maligayang Pasko!  Froehliche 
Weinachten!  Nollaig Shona Duit-Irish!   Buon 
Natale!  Linksmu Kaledu!  Nollaig Chridheil!

Christmas Greetings from Serra Clubs Around the World

Canada
Serra Club of Toronto West, 

Ontario

May the Infant Jesus fill the hearts of all 
Serrans around the world, their families 
and friends, with joy and peace! The Serra 
Club of Toronto West joins you in giving 
thanks and praise to God for the great gift 
of His Son. May we be united as one Serra 
with one voice as we proclaim “Come Let 
us Adore Him.”

Canada
Serra Club of Markham And 
Scarborough, Ontario 

Greetings to all: We are very pleased to wish 
you the blessings of Peace, Love, Forgiveness 
and Joy this Christmas season. It is the season 
to be merry, keeping in our prayers those who 
are suffering in poverty and sickness as we 
look forward to a blessed New Year!

As stewards of our own talent, time and 
treasure, we renew to commit our work for 
promoting vocations and always for the 
GLORY OF GOD.
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Christmas Greetings from Serra Clubs Around the World

USA
Serra Club of Tiffin, Ohio

The members of the Tiffin, Ohio Serra 
Club wish our Serran brothers and sisters 
throughout the world a Blessed and Merry 
Christmas.  May our united efforts continue to 
bring forth more awareness and candidates to 
answer the call to our most important mission 
of all, Vocations.  

USA
Serra Club of Baltimore, Maryland 

May each Serran from the worldwide clubs be like 
the Star of Bethlehem shining brightly to lead future 
priests, religious plus old and new members to 
the celebration of Christ’s birth, life and promises. 
The Serra Club of Baltimore celebrates with each 
of you the Year of Faith during this miracle season 
of the Incarnation and Nativity of Christ. Please 
pray for the Baltimore Serrans as we prepare to 
celebrate the 50th anniversary of our Serra Club 
Charter in May, 20�3. Merry Christmas and a 
Blessed Happy New Year!

Singapore
Serra Club of Singapore 

Wishing all Serrans a blessed Christmas and 
joyous New Year.  ‘May the God of hope fill 
you with all joy and peace in believing, so 
that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may 
abound in hope’. - Romans �5:�3
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Resources: What’s Available

New Additions to “Resources” of Serra.org
In this issue of Serra Connects, it is timely to highlight the resources that are available on the website of Serra 
International (www.serra.org) as it has undergone some positive transformation. If there are any resources that 
would help you to be more effective in Serra’s global lay apostolate for vocations, please feel free to give your 
feedback to Jon Haines, Assistant Director of Research and Communications at jhaines@serra.org. Likewise, 
please do share with him any resources that you have that would be useful to the Serra Clubs around the world so 
that we can feature them in Serra Connects or on the website.

Within the last year, various additions have been made to the resources section of Serra.org. The resources tab is 
divided into five parts: Vocation Resources, For Serra Clubs, For Priests, Links and Serra Store.

Vocation Resources
Under Vocation Resources, there is much work still to be done. 
So far there is an additional section where we would be able to 
help a young man (or woman) considering a life of service to 
the Church. There is also a list of every religious order available 
in the Church along with their statistics and contact information 
(please email jhaines@serra.org if he has left out any order). 
For those interested in the diocesan priesthood, there is a link 
to vocation.com which connects the inquirer to his diocesan 
vocation director. 

After seeing the success of the booklet “Eucharistic Adoration 
for Priestly Vocations” a section has been created which lists the 
sites of where perpetual or temporary Eucharistic Adoration is 
made available in the United States. Though the directory is hosted on other sites, this may help Serrans 
participate in a location near them. Unfortunately, so far this is only available for the United States.

Last under this section is the “Pray for Priests Year 20�2” program. The program is concluding at the 
close of this year, but that does not mean it cannot be continued if anyone is inspired. 

For Serra Clubs
Under the second section, For Serra Clubs, various important 
documents are made available (more needs to be added and a 
few remain outdated but they, nevertheless, are available). 

Also available is the form which is required for your Club 
to have built its own official high quality Serra Club website 
(take for example Kitchener-Waterloo Canada (serra.org/
kitchener-waterloo/), a project which has come to fruition 
resulting from a resolution in 2008. Just as other major global 
organizations, Clubs and users are now integrated and 
accommodated officially on the web. The process requires an 
appointed webmaster, the information and pictures on your 
current Club website and several months to build before it is 
released to the complete control of the Club’s webmaster. 
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Resources: What’s Available

For Priests
In another section, For Priests, 
various resources for performing the 
three offices (duties) of a priest, which 
are derived from the three aspects of 
Christ (priest, prophet and king), are 
provided for their convenience.  There 
is a section for sanctifying, which 
contains mostly liturgical resources 
and homiletics, a section for governing 
and teaching. Take a look!

Serra Store
Last but not least, in the past few months a Serra 
Store has been created, which makes available 
various popular items. At the bottom of the page 
there is a link to another page which contains 
all sorts of Serra apparel and branded items, 
including items which support Club membership 
(If you have any suggestions, please send them 
to us). New items will be added as time goes 
on. A major conclusion of the Vocation Congress 
20�� hosted in Rome was that altar servers are 
a major factor in whether a young man ever 
considers the priesthood, therefore there are 
plans to create a guide for altar serving, similar 
to “Knights of the Altar” to be available this year, 
if all goes according to plan. 

Purchase Hardcopies of 
Serra Connects Online:
If you have found Serra Connects useful and 
would like a hardcopy either to keep or to give it to 
someone who would benefit from it, you can now 
purchase print issues of Serra Connects at the 
following weblink:
http://www.magcloud.com/user/
serrainternational
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Seminary Insights

How has the profile of the average seminarian changed 
over the years since the establishment of the seminary?
In the early years, those who entered the seminary were 
mostly fresh out of National Service (in Singapore, all able-
bodied young men who have reached �6½ years of age are 
enlisted into two years of compulsory military service) or who 
have worked a few years in the corporate world.  Then, most of 
them entered in their early to mid 20’s.  Not many possessed a 
general academic degree.  Their highest academic qualification 
attained were mostly either ‘O’ or ‘A’ Level or Diploma.  Today, 
most students would have obtained at least a diploma, but more 
are entering with at least a general degree. They are much 
older, more mature and have significant work experience.  So 
by the time they enter the seminary, most are in their early 
to mid 30’s.  By the time they finish their formation and are 
ordained, they are around 40 years old.

What are the most common struggles and strongest 
virtues of the seminarians? 
The strongest virtue of the seminarians is their commitment 
to the building of brotherhood among themselves. There 
is a greater consciousness of the need to collaborate and 
support each other in the ministry.  We inculcate a culture of 
affirmation and appreciation of each other.  Seminarians are 
also more aware that, at the end of the day, their formation 
is one of self-formation and not one that is dependent on the 
efforts of formators and lecturers.  They are co-responsible 
for their formation. Most of our community meetings are 
spent not in reacting to problems but proactively seeking to 
improve the formation program.  Both staff and seminarians 
would brainstorm and exchange ideas and arrive at a common 
consensus on the direction to take.
 
Their greatest struggle is in the exercise of fraternal correction.  
The ambience in the life of the community is one of cordiality, 
but there is a certain reservation among the seminarians in 
correcting the faults of fellow brothers.  Of course, individually, 
their struggles could be one of coping with their studies and 
developing a contemplative life.  
 
What are the proudest moments in the history of the 
seminary?
The happiest and greatest achievement was when seminarians, 
together with the formators, crafted our own unique vision, 
mission and core values for the seminary; all captured in our 
coat of arms and seminary flag.  This whole exercise gave us 
all a sense of ownership.  As a result, the community is now 
more focused and clear of our identity, vision and mission.  It 
has instilled in us a greater sense of pride in the institution.  

The celebration of the 25th Anniversary of the seminary in 2008 
was another milestone which we marked with much pride.

What is the seminary’s greatest challenge in attracting 
more seminarians and forming priests for the 21st 
century?
At a time when Singapore is facing a critical regeneration 
problem, it is difficult enough to convince young men to give 
up the lure of secular life, much less attract those with the right 
quality and disposition to join the seminary. We have many 
making enquiries to join the seminary, but as they come from 
an affluent and individualistic society, many come with wrong 
motives, such as wanting to find their personal fulfilment 
and happiness, rather than because of apostolic zeal for the 
gospel and the spread of the mission.  Because they are more 
educated and join the seminary after many years of formation 
in the corporate world, they are also not so docile to formation 
or team ministry.  

Consequently, the work of instilling in our seminarians the 
importance of the evangelical counsels, namely, poverty, 
obedience and chastity, is a very difficult task as they have 
been raised and are immersed in a consumerist, individualistic 
and permissive culture. Many no longer take poverty or 
simplicity of life seriously. Their lifestyle is no different from 
that of the world as they too crave for a good and luxurious 
life. So, too, with obedience, which is a daunting challenge as 
seminarians are more individualistic, strong-willed and have a 
mind of their own.  

Hence, we seek to find holistic candidates who are emotionally 
balanced, psychologically adjusted, sexually integrated, 
intellectually gifted and yet humble and docile. They need to 
have a good prayer life. They must also be capable of living 
a life of simplicity, compassion and generosity. Besides this, 
they need to be able to live and work as a community. If one 
of these pre-requisites is lacking, then we cannot produce 
a priest suitable for the Third Millennium. Indeed, these are 
a rare breed and because our screening is rather thorough, 
we have only been able to admit one or two each year to the 
seminary, if at all. We make no apology for this because we 
believe that quality is more important than quantity.

St. Francis Xavier 
Major Seminary, 
Singapore
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