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Rejoice! A Savior is born to us!
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Shalom!

Christmas is just round the corner and I would like 
to take this opportunity to wish you and your loved 
ones a blessed and holy Christmas!

Christmas is a time of giving as well as an occasion 
for prayer as we celebrate and contemplate the 
mystery of the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
God made Man. As my wife, Lucy, and I put up 
the Nativity Scene in our house at the beginning 
of Advent, I started to contemplate on the Nativity 
story once again.

We can imagine how tired Joseph and Mary must 
have been when they had to travel all the way 
from Nazareth to Bethlehem, which was about 80 
miles away. There was already enough suffering 
and fatigue for them to endure. Yet, when they 
reached Bethlehem, there was no room at the inn, 
and they had to make do with a stable, which they 
shared with some animals. Despite going through 
all these hardships, never was there an instance 
when they grumbled or complained. They were 
docile to the Will of God and accepted everything 
with complete obedience and trust. This Christmas, 
let us all resolve to imitate the obedience of Mary 
and Joseph, and always remain docile to the Spirit 
and to do God’s Will in all circumstances, be it in 
the Serra lay apostolate, in our workplaces, or in 
our homes and families.

The Nativity story also reminds me of the innkeeper 
at Bethlehem. Even though there was no explicit 
mention of the innkeeper in the Bible, we can be 
certain that the innkeeper told Mary and Joseph 
that there was no room available for them. He did 
not recognize who Mary and Joseph were. Neither 
did he realize how important the Baby Who was 
to be born that night was. It dawned on me that 
sometimes, Jesus could be gently knocking on 

the door of our lives (cf Rev 3:20), but, like the 
innkeeper, we fail to recognize that it is our Lord 
Who is knocking. I am sure that there are many 
times when Jesus comes to us and finds that there 
is no room for Him in our busy schedule. This 
Christmas, let us take a look at our present lives 
– our daily work and prayer schedules – are we 
making God the number one priority in our lives?

As one Serra family, let us all welcome the Lord 
Jesus into our lives and place Him as our number 
one priority as we unite our prayers for the “Serrans 
United in Prayer” initiative on Christmas Eve.  As 
we light a candle on the night of Christmas Eve, let 
us all pray that the Church will be blessed with a 
great increase in holy vocations to the priesthood 
and religious life all over the world.

May God bless you and your loved ones abundantly!

Mary, Mother of Vocations, pray for us! 

Yours sincerely in Christ,
Sean Yeo
President, Serra International
Editor, Serra Connects

My dear fellow Serrans,

Editor’s Message

“Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace among men with whom He is 

pleased!” Luke 2:14
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SI  Executive Director’s Message

Dear Serrans,

The Holy Father recently said that Advent “returns 
us to the horizon of hope, a hope that does not 
disappoint because it is founded on the Word 
of God; a hope that does not disappoint, simply, 
because the Lord never disappoints.”  

During my first months as Executive Director, I 
have had the privilege of meeting and speaking 
with several Serrans from around the world. 
Through my conversations with those Serrans, I 
had firsthand experience of the hope Pope Francis 
discussed. It is a hope that more men and women 
will answer God’s call and fulfill their vocations. It is 
a hope that all Catholics will join Serrans in the vital 
role of fostering, promoting, affirming, and praying 
for vocations to the ministerial priesthood and 
consecrated religious life. It is a hope that Serra 
will continue to serve the Church as the global lay 
apostolate for vocations.  

It is with this hope in mind that I request your prayers 
and support in the New Year as our apostolate 
returns to the horizon of hope and moves forward 
to create a stronger, more united, Serra. In return, 
the staff and I will do everything within our power to 
support you in your work as Serrans.

On behalf of the Serra staff, I wish you and your 
families the blessings of love, joy, peace, and hope 
this Christmas and in the coming year.

Mary, Mother of Vocations, pray for us!

John Liston
Executive Director
Serra International

Staff of Serra International office in Chicago. 
From left: Sarah Knob (Executive Assistant/Bookkeeper), Martha Pearles Clark (Translator) 

and John Liston (Executive Director)
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Christmas Reflection

Of the many subjects that we could talk about on 
Christmas day, I thought the most appropriate would 
be to speak on Christmas and the Eucharist. There 
are many aspects to their relationship, but I believe 
that there are mainly three: (1) both Christmas and 
the Eucharist are facts; (2) both reveal a mystery; 
and (3) both are meant to teach us a profound and 
not easily learned lesson.

Christmas, first of all, is a fact of history. In a point 
of time and at a definable place the God of heaven 
and earth was born of a woman, and came to live 
among us as man. It is a fact that the infinite God 
became, unexplainably, a finite creature. It is a fact 
to which historians attest but which we know is no 
mere statistic of history; it is, rather, a fact planned by 
God from all eternity. This is the fact of Christmas: the 
Word actually became Flesh.

What is the fact of the Eucharist? It is that the same 
Jesus Who was born on earth not only became man 
but remains man. He not only came into the world, 
He is in the world. In a word, He came to stay. The 
Eucharist is Christmas prolonged, because faith tells 
us that once God became man, He decided to remain 
man. From all the reaches of past eternity, God had 
only been God. But having once taken on human 
flesh, into now the future reaches of eternity, God 
will always remain man. And this God-Man is here; 
Bethlehem is wherever there is a Catholic Church or 
chapel in which Christ is present. These are the two 
facts that we commemorate on Christmas day.

But Christmas and the Eucharist are not only facts, 
they are also mysteries. What is the mystery of 
Christmas? The mystery is the humanly incredible 
reality of why God became man. He did not have to. 
God did not even have to make the world, and within 
the world, He did not have to make us. Except for 
the love of God, we are all empty unoccupied spaces 
on earth. But, having decided to make the world and 
to make us, God also decided that once man had 
sinned, He would redeem man. God might have 
redeemed man by an act of His divine Will; He chose 
not to do so. He chose, rather, to become man, so 
that as man He might not only, by some fiat of His 
human freedom redeem us, but might have a mortal 
flesh and a soul capable of suffering. In a word, the 

mystery of Christmas is the mystery of God’s love 
that chose to take on our human form in order to 
show His love for us by suffering.

The only ultimate reason for Bethlehem is Jerusalem; 
the only reason in God’s mind for becoming a Child 
was so that He might, as man, die on the Cross. In 
a word, the mystery of Christmas is the mystery of 
God’s unfathomable love that wants to suffer. God 
took on human flesh so that He might be able to 
endure pain. That is the mystery of Christmas, the 
mystery of God’s love, in order that loving, He might 
endure the Cross.

What is the mystery of the Eucharist? It is the same. 
You would think that God’s love would have been 
satisfied with His becoming man and as man living, 
suffering and dying for our sins. And having once 
died, rising from the dead and returning as man to 
the Father from whom He came. But no, the mystery 
of God’s love is that He invented a way of showing 
His love for us not only by being with us and near us 
but God even invented a way of being inside of us. All 
of this tells us a lot about what love means.

Love wants to show that it loves. It is not satisfied 
with sentiments or words. Love wants to prove its 
love in deeds; better, it wants to show its love in pain. 
Love wants to be near the one it loves, to be united 
with the one it loves. All of this is hidden behind 
the mystery of the Eucharist, made possible by the 
mystery of Christmas, because these two mysteries 
are really one. The Eucharist is merely an extension, 
a continuation, of what happened 2000 years ago in 
Bethlehem. Because Mary gave birth to the Son of 
God, we now have the Flesh of the Son of God near 
us, with us, and when we receive Him in Communion, 
within us.

Finally, what is the lesson? The lesson of Christmas 
and the Eucharist must be obvious by now. God does 
nothing in vain. He did not choose to become man 
nor does He remain man in our midst except that He 
wants to evoke from us something of the same kind 
of love that He showed during His life on earth and 
still shows us in His life in the Eucharist. Jesus Christ 
gives us His Flesh and Blood to adore, worship and 
nourish our souls on, so that we might live with His 
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life. What He wants us to do therefore, and this is the 
lesson, is to love Him as He has been loving us.

How has He been loving us? First of all, He loves 
us in simplicity. Is there anything more simple than a 
child, or anything more simple than the round wafer of 
the Eucharist? God wants us to love Him in simplicity. 
Above all, we must have no duplicity with God. He wants 
our whole heart, not just part of it. We are to love Him, 
therefore, simply, unqualifyingly, totally.

God wants us to love Him humbly. Is there anything 
more lowly than a baby? They are speechless, helpless; 
they must be fed and carried from place to place. And is 
there anything more unpretentious than what seems to 
be a piece of bread and a sip of wine? Yet as we know, 
real humility is always greatness hiding itself out of love. 
What a hard lesson for us to learn, to love this God of 
ours humbly.

We are to love God and, allowing Him to do with us 
as He pleases, we are to love God obediently. When 
God came into the world, He came as Scripture tells us, 
obedient first of all to His Father’s Will; then, as a Child 
and through His growing manhood, He was obedient to 
His mother Mary and to Joseph. In the Eucharist, too, He 
is totally submissive. The moment a duly ordained priest 
pronounces the words of Consecration, Jesus Christ 
comes down on the altar, He obeys. This is our faith. 
And perhaps this is the hardest lesson to learn, to love 
God obediently. It means, as we know, obeying God not 
only interiorly or according to our own understanding or 
interpretation of God’s Will, it means obeying God as 
that divine Will is explained and interpreted for us by His 
very fallible and weak human creatures.

These are the lessons that God wants us to learn from 
Christmas as a historical event and from Christmas as 
a perennial reality because, as you see, the Eucharist is 
Christmas. Believing in Christ’s Real Presence, we have 
the grave responsibility of invoking, in faith, this Jesus, 
begging Him, pleading with Him that He might grant 
those graces—if need be, miraculous graces—that the 
sinful world He came to redeem so desperately needs. 
Jesus redeemed the world, but it is not redeemed unless 
we cooperate with His grace. And we must cooperate 
with His grace not only for ourselves, but for the whole 
world, so that Jesus’ coming into the world will not, for 
any soul, have been in vain.

This article is reproduced here with the kind permission of 
Inter Mirifica.

Christmas Reflection
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Monthly Prayer Initiative

We wish you a  Blessed & Holy Christmas!

Objective of This Monthly Prayer 
Initiative

In August 2013, Serra International started the 
“Serrans United in Prayer” initiative whereby Serrans 
are all encouraged to unite their prayers on a monthly 
basis for a common intention on a stipulated feast 
day in the Church’s liturgical calendar. The prayer 
dynamics are emailed to all Serrans at least a week 
before the date of the prayer. 

St. John Vianney said, “Private prayer is like straw 
scattered here and there; if you set it on fire it makes 
a lot of little flames. But gather these straws into a 
bundle and light them, and you get a mighty fire, 
rising like a column into the sky.”

In order to unite Serrans from all over the world 
through prayer for a common intention, and in line 
with Serra’s Third Objective (the call to holiness), 
“Serrans United in Prayer” will continue to be a 
regular feature. For one day in every month, we 
shall recite a prayer for a particular intention related 
to the Serra lay apostolate. Serra International will 

email the prayer with a simple prayer intention a 
week in advance to Serrans. You can recite this 
prayer on your own, at any time on the stipulated 
date, and at any location but united in spirit with 
other Serrans all over the world. Though it would be 
preferred if you recite the prayer in the Presence of 
the Blessed Sacrament or in front of the Tabernacle, 
we leave the discretion to individuals.

Prayer Intention
For this month’s “Serrans United in Prayer” initiative, 
we shall be presenting a very special gift to the 
Church and to Jesus this Christmas. On the night of 
Christmas Eve, let us all light a candle at home, and 
pray five decades of the Holy Rosary as a family for 
peace in the world and for an increase in vocations 
to the priesthood and the religious life. In the midst 
of the festivities of Christmas, let us not forget the 
reason for our celebration – Jesus!

“SERRANS UNITED IN PRAYER”
A Serra International Monthly Prayer Initiative
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