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70 Years of Financially Supporting Vocations
A Message from the Serra International Foundation President
Dear Fellow Serrans and Friends,
Congratulations on your Foundation’s 70th Anniversary!
The Serra International Foundation Board welcomes and appreciates your support. We
understand giving to a charitable organization is a very personal and prayerful decision
for you and your family. It is your generous support that has played a major role in the financial stability of the Serra International Foundation over these past 70 years. This year
is a special time in the history of your Serra Foundation as we celebrate our successes and
look to continued growth for the years ahead.

Tim O’Neill

The Serra International Foundation began its journey in 1951 to assist the Serra organization. It has spent these
past 70 years continuing to build and expand fulfillment of its mission of fostering and promoting religious vocations in the Catholic Church. Since the beginning, your Foundation has funded a wide range of programs for
the formation and training of priests and consecrated religious. From every aspect, so many groups have benefited from our grant awards; not only houses of formation for the priesthood and religious life, but also the
countless lives of faithful to whom they minister every day all around the world.
Our Foundation Board’s commitment is to provide exceptional donor base programs that you may want to consider when making a gift to your Serra International Foundation. You may choose to give a planned gift, a memorial, or a tribute in honor of a priest or loved one. You may also wish to give a gift to a specific fund or a
specific purpose restricted fund, or you may give it to where it is simply needed most. All of these bring positive
change to the Catholic communities where we live and work. I am incredibly grateful to be associated with such
a remarkable Foundation and I am excited about working in collaboration with our membership.
As we come to the close of another year, I ask you to prayerfully consider being a part of our annual appeal.
With your continued generosity, we will be able to support our mission and provide funding for the special
projects that are working for religious vocations.
The Church is truly growing and we as Serrans are asked to assist!

Tim O’Neill
President, Serra International Foundation
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Serra International Foundation Strategic Plan:
A Year of Great Progress
by Tim Bobillo, Director of Development

A

•Planned and implemented a successful 70th
anniversary celebration at the convention.

s I wrap up my first year of directing the Foundation’s
development operation, I reflect on the knowledge and
appreciation I’ve developed for Serra International! I am
especially pleased to see the Foundation’s progress guided by the
Strategic Plan (2021-2026). Here are some highlights.

•Developed and disseminated a promotional
video.

Tim Bobillo

Goal 4: Expand Foundation’s online presence

Goal 1: Increase fundraising

•Separate website for the Foundation is under development.

•Giving is on par with this same time last year, putting this
year’s annual campaign, now in progress, on track to meet or
exceed the $140,000 goal by year’s end.

Goal 5: Implement Bookmiller plan addressing highest priorities

•Strides in database development have improved accuracy, reporting and tracking of gifts with such upgrades as combined
household information to address both members of married
couples; and the ability to reflect households’ total giving.

•Made advances in building collaborative relationships with
Serra International and US Council boards and in achieving
greater understanding and transparency in the Foundation.

•Revamped and disseminated Club Foundation Representative program, materials, training and communications.
Goal 2: Develop a robust major gift program
•Had initial conversations with Serran leadership.
Goal 3: Develop marketing to communicate a compelling case for
the Foundation
•Board strategized content for the Foundation issue of the
magazine.

•Hired a director to develop professional fundraising program.

At the time you receive this magazine, we are well into the Annual
Fund Campaign, and the call to action is upon us! I encourage you
to continue your habit of annual giving, or, if you haven’t made that
first gift, please do so this year.
Your gift strengthens the overall Serra organization, while providing
support for a number of worthy vocations projects in the US and
around the world.
Thank you in advance for your generosity and for all your work with
Serra!

THE SERRA INTERNATIONAL FOUNDATION BOARD
2021
Episcopal Adviser
His Eminence
Thomas Cardinal Collins
Archbishop of Toronto
Ontario, Canada
President
Tim O'Neill
Serra Club of Omaha
Nebraska, U.S.A.
Secretary
Cynthia M. Bell
Serra Club of Green Bay West
Wisconsin, U.S.A.
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Treasurer
Dan Grady
Serra Club of Grand Rapids
Michigan, U.S.A.
Past President
Michael W. Bragg
Serra Club of Toledo
Ohio, U.S.A.
Trustees
Cecillia Akindele
Serra Club of Maryland
Nigeria

Alejandro Carbajal
Serra Club of Tlaxcala
Mexico

Betty Lara
Serra Club of McAllen
Texas, U.S.A.

Alex G. Duncan
Serra Club of Glasgow
Scotland

Patricia J. Manzo
Serra Club of Orange County
California, U.S.A.

Robert Goldsmith
Serra Club of Southern Maryland
Maryland, U.S.A.

Judith Schumaker
Serra Club of Lafayette
Indiana, U.S.A.

Daniel Jones
Serra Club of Portland
Oregon, U.S.A.

2019-2020 BANNER CLUBS
Siempre Adelante Award Winner
Brownsville, Texas, USA
Majorca Clubs

Padre Clubs

Banner Clubs

$10,000+

$3,000-4,999

$1,000-1,999

Brownsville
Green Bay
Omaha
Saint Louis
Wichita

Allentown
Beaumont
East Harris County
Grand Rapids
Lafayette
Manitowoc
McAllen
Orange County
Philadelphia
Portland
Reading
Southwest Metro Twin Cities

Lehigh Valley
Boulder
Bronx & Westchester
Chattanooga
City of Orange
Colorado Springs
DuPage County
East Deaneries of Lake Charles
East Valley
Everett, WA
Glasgow
Honolulu
Indianapolis
Kansas City, MO
Lugano
Mankato
Memphis
North Central Dallas
North Idaho
Northeast of Houston
Southeast Kansas City
Southwest Denver
Spokane
St. Clair County
Tulsa
Victoria
West Contra Costa
Winona

Carmel Clubs
$5,000-9,999
Baltimore
Davenport
Des Moines
Green Bay West
Houston
Lake Charles
Miami
North Houston
Providence
Toledo

Mission Clubs
$2,000-2,999
Bismarck
Cincinnati
Kansas City, KS
Lima
Milwaukee
North Minneapolis
Southern Maryland
Tiffin
West Omaha
Williamson County

Thank you for your generosity
MAJOR GIFT ($10,000+)

Leo & Arlene Hawk

Leonard & Patricia Dino

Tim & Sally O'Neill

Rose Mary Daneff

Adam & Betty Lara

George & Janet Dell Freeman

Alejandro & Geli Padilla

Ruben Gallegos

Edward & Candice Tyrrell

Robert & Marie Goldsmith

William Rehmann

Keith Goodrich

Darryl & Ellen Ross

Matthew & Nancy Ivary

Edward Rubatino

Cynthia Bell

SERRA PRESIDENT ($1000 $2499)

Richard Jackson

Daniel & Judith Schumaker

Mary Vitullo Trust

Paul & Karen Bouril

Daniel & Lynn Jones

Martin Weber

Michael & Sharon Bragg

Dennis & Margaret Leiber

Robert & Catherine Wright

SERRA LEADER ($2500-$4999)

Robert & Rose Campney

Matthew & Donna McCloskey

Thomas Weisenburger

Michael Chuang

Emanuele Costa

Kurt Metyko

Linda Duffy

Lloyd & Elizabeth Crockett

SERRA GOLD ($5000-$9999)
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SERRA PARTNER ($500 - $999)

Marion Drews

SERRA FRIEND ($100 - $249)

H. Lawrence Clark Jr

Bartholomew & Marilyn Angeli

Bob & Judi Eilertson

Eddie & Ellen Abellera

Kevin & Anne Connor

Richard & Ruth Arians

Paul & Bernadette Esposito

Richard & Cathleen Ahern

George & Mary Lou Convy

John & Sarah Auther

James & Mary Freeland

Daniel & Marilyn Alcala

Kevin & Lora Cooper

Charles Bauermann

Henry Freudenburg

Wilfred Alt

Stan & Isabel Cowley

David & Margaret Carreiro

Robert & Irene Galloway

Ann Marie Amick

John & Judith Cozzens

Catherine Donegan

Joseph Grazioso

George & Brydie Anderson

M. Jenkins Cromwell Jr.

Charles Furr

James Grugan

Mary Anderson

Ronald Cuenod, Sr.

Jose & Elodia Garza

Alfred Hagen, III

Robert Anderson

Sharon Curtin

Margo Geddie

Amanda Han

Lisa Anderson

Todd & Elizabeth Dammeyer

Steve & Sherry Gonnella

Irmgard Jooss

Carl Angelone

John & Anne Dardis

John Hasley

Linda Keizer

Jose & Cecilia Arboleda

Peter & Jeanie Deichert

Hal & Beth Hutton

Mike & Sue Knier

Lourdes Armas

Gerald & Nancy Dicharry

Anthony & Ann Mangione

Wilbur Kruse

Jim & Patty Baer

Jerome & Eileen Dollard

Patricia Manzo

John & Nancy Kunitzer

John & Kris Baker

John & Ursula Dudley

Emily McCann

Gary & Jane Lyons

Angela Banks

Norman & Nancy Dusseault

John McQuillen

Louis & Mary Ann Macey

Donald Baranczyk

Carl & Leticia Eads

Christopher & Eleanor Moran

Lawrence & Gigi Mackel

Charles Barth

Ricardo & Lili Echevarria

John & Marlene Mulrooney

Lawrence & Andrea McGough

Carol Bartz

Jeff & JoAnn Eirvin

James & Theresa O'Hanlon

Russell Meyer

Betty Bauer

Lawrence & Yuriko Enomoto

Alvaro & Teresa Ornelas

Daniel Molinaro

Lee & Dee Bayley

Catherine Falkenberg

Richard & Catherine Park

Javier Ruiz-Nazario

Sean & Claire Belby

Assisi Farms

Timothy Patton

Kenneth Peet

William & Millie Bengele

Patricia Finan

Sam & Becky Rhoades

Robert Rueckert

Robert & Joanne Benson

Robert Fink

Mark & Paulette Roth

Richard & Gloria Safranski

Sam Bergeron Jr.

Kay Flack

Rosemary Stein

Terry Sansilippo

Dickie & Charlotte Billeck

Patrick Fourchy

Beverly Thewes

Jonathan & Maria Sarreal

James & Jane Bona

Albert Freedman

Henry Thierry

Frederick & Elizabeth Scheuren

John Botsch

Robert & Gail Frick

Stanislaus Foundation

Paul Schott

Angela Brazeal

Peter & Aline Fuess

Gregory & Mary Lynn Schwietz

Dianne Breen

Charline Gajdos

SERRA ASSOCIATE ($250-$499)

Richard & Adolphine Shaw

Kirk & Rainy Broussard

Kenneth Gengler

Michael Allam

Elizabeth Shrier

Larry & Marion Burns

Rita Girau

William Barrett

Donald & Carolyn Simoneaux

Jennifer Cagampan

William & Kathy Gleason

Joseph & Elizabeth Bechtel

Lawrence Smith

Pearl Campbell

Imrich & Lori Gombar

John Bergwell

Jim & Jennifer Stevens

Thomas & Linda Cassano

Ted & Margeaux Gorman

Ralph & Linda Capitelli

Elizabeth Telthorst

Carl & Barbara Castille

Daniel Grady

William & Deanna Cook

Lawrence & Deborah Timko

Anthony Catanese

Leonard Gross

Thomas & Linda Cross

Richard & Mary Jo Weisenburger

Mark & Anne Champagne

Linda Grote

David & Rita McBride

Albert A. Wolf

Hui- Chung Chen

Joao & Rosana Guerra

Helen & Robert Cichantek

Carole Guthrie

J. Michael Downey

6

the Serran | Vol. 68 No. 3

Edward & Patricia Gutierrez

Phyllis & Leslie Lawless

Bob & Karen Newstrom

Mila Somera

Eduardo & Sandra Guzman

Patrick Leikert

Jay & Jill Neyer

Larry & Nancy Sorenson

Gerald & Maureen Haake

Michael & Moira Leite

Mary O'Connor

Lorene Sponsler

Edward & Susan Hack

Stephen & Cathleen Lencioni

Charles Olson

Robert & Rose Stalla

Michael Hadden

Ryan Lewis

Patrick & Darlene O'Neill

Veronika Stancius

Kyle & Karl Hadley

Rebecca Littig

Elizabeth O'Neill

Michael & Elizabeth Stehnach

Fred Hagen

Michael & Patricia Livingston

John & Ellen Osterhart

Jerome & Rose Stimpfl

Brooke & Ingrid Hamilton

Frank & Moreno Lundy

Jaime & Fina Parea

Natalie Hudspeth-Storey

James & Mary Ann Hammer

Edward Lupton

Patricia Peeples

Sally Stricca

Lynn Haner

Carolyn Lyon

Lucila Penas

Daniel & Mary Stutte

John & Anne Hansen

Richard & Danielle MacDonald

William & Joan Perret

Hank Thierry

John & Ricki Harned

Joseph & Irene Macus

Richard & K. Madrienne Peters

Al & Mary Tikwart

Daniel Harrop

Marcos & Cristina Magrin

John Petrich

Emmet Tinley III

Robert & Evelyn Hart

Michele Malloy

David & Janet Piwonka

Dan & Beverly Truzzolino

Henry Haverstock

Maureen Malone

Brent & Michele Pohlman

Kenneth Markwardt Ttee

F. Patricia Herbal

Thomas Malone

Matthew Pohren

Rhodora Tumanon MD

Jocelyn Hoffman

Thomas & Lou Ann Mangelsdorf

James & Dolores Portz

Robert Turner

John & MaryAnn Hohnecker

Joseph Marine

Dominic & Mary Pynes

Sharon Utterback

Mary Horan

Mark & Nancy Martin

Morie & Cocot Ratuiste

Carlos Valencia

Robert Hublar

Kenneth & Kathy Massett

Frank Razzano

Gail Vandelist

Michael Hurley

Anne Matozzo

Eugene Reaman

Robert & Ann Vlock

Harry & Verena Isensee

John & Pamela Matyasik

Willy & Cheryl Reh

Robert & Sandra Wagner

Jim & Kris Jarocki

Marie Mazzini

Joseph & Charlene Reis

Charles Wehby Jr.

Ramon & Luan Jesch

Mary Kay McCurley

Christopher & Joan Remedios

Rita Welch

Pat & Robyn Johnson

David & Bobbie McGann

Thomas & Linda Rhatican

Thomas Welter

Dave & Annie Jones

Dave McGann

Richard & Melanie Riley

Mark Westerman

Eddie & Terri Jouty

Carol McGrath

Justin Rose

Gary & Gail Wilhelms

Dale Kaiser

Kip McKibben

Edward Rowley

Dale & Lou Wintroath

John Kampfer

Mary Means

Patricia Rutkowski

Charles & Alice Wold

Stephen Kappel

Arlin Meis

Guadalupe Saavedra

Robert Wolff

Stephen & Carol Kappes

Sharon Mentesana

George & Shirley Salapski

Jane Wrynn

James Kelly I

Timothy Metz

Bart & Linda Saracino

Jason Kelly

Carmine & Angela Monteleone

Anthony & Annette Schmidt

Paul & Barbara Kennedy

Joseph & Joyce Morris

John & Polly Schwarzbach

John Kirk Jr.

Richard & Debbie Mulligan

Joseph & Shirley Sciortino

G. Charles & Ellen Kobdish

Dorothy Mullinax

Daniel & Elaine Shea

Richard & Lois Krcma

Ronald & Jeannine Myers

Tom & Joanne Shook

Paul Kress

Lou Neises

Joan Simpson

Robert & Adele Lalich

Robert Nelson

Lloyd & Joan Sippel

John & Mary Landgraf

Bruce Newnan

Gustave & Frances Skapek
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How Does the Foundation Award Grants?
by John Liston, Executive Director

A

s you will see throughout this issue of The Serran, the
Foundation supports a wide array of seminaries, dioceses, and houses of religious formation throughout
the world. There are countless worthy projects and organizations
that need support to continue their work. The needs are great but
the resources are few. So, how does the Serra International Foundation select grant recipients?

Now comes the hard part. The Foundation Board discusses the
strengths and weaknesses of each grant application and weighs
each request against the others, while also considering the Foundation’s capacity to award grants. This process takes hours and usually involves passionate (but always civil) discussion of the merits
of each grant application and the impact of the grant on that organization and the future of the Church. After prayerful deliberation, a slate of grants is agreed upon by the Foundation Board. The
Serra International Foundation is required by its bylaws to have all
grants approved by the Serra International Board before they are
awarded. A Foundation Board member presents the slate of grants
to the Serra International Board and responds to any questions before it is confirmed and the grants are issued.

The Foundation uses a standardized online grant application form,
found here: https://serrafoundation.awardspring.com/. This form
ensures that all grant applicants are evaluated on an even playing
field. All grant applications must be received by the end of September to receive funding the following year. Grant applicants are required to submit information regarding their operations, who will
oversee the grant, and how the grant funds will be used. AdditionAll of this is done to make certain that all grant applicants are evalally, all grant applicants must submit a letter of support from their
uated fairly and your donations go to worthwhile causes to promote
local ordinary endorsing the grant application. This is the first safevocations. If you have any questions about this process, or the
guard against fraudulent grants. Once this letter is received, a memFoundation, contact me at jliston@serrainternational.org.
ber of Serra’s staff contacts the chancery office of that diocese to
Mary, Mother of Vocations, pray for us!
confirm that the local ordinary actually submitted the letter of support. Once the grants have been submitted and the letters from the local
ordinary have been verified, the Grants
ERRA NTERNATIONAL OUNDATION
Committee begins its work.

S

I

F

GRANTS TO BE AWARDED IN 2021

The Grants Committee is composed of
members of the Serra International
Foundation Board. Each member is assigned several grants to review (typically 6 to 20 grant applications per
member depending on the number of
applicants). Every grant is evaluated
and scored by at least two members of
the committee. The main consideration in evaluating the grant application
is how effective the grant will be at increasing or promoting vocations, but
additional factors include whether the
application has the support of a local
Serra club, and if the grant provides
support to an often-overlooked area of
vocations. The grant applications’
scores are averaged and all applications
are presented to the Serra International
Foundation Board for consideration at
a meeting each December.
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Amount
Awarded

Name of Organization

Country

$2,000
$1,500
$1,000
$1,000
$1,000
$1,000
$2,000
$1,000
$3,000
$10,000
$1,000
$2,500
$25,000
$1,000
$2,000
$7,500
$1,000
$3,000
$1,000

Congregation of the Mission Kenya Region
Congregation of the Missionary Sisters of the Holy Family
Institute of the Holy Trinity Sisters
The Catholic Diocese of Zomba
Chuquibambilla Prelature
The Catholic Diocese of Tanga
Kaabong Catholic Parish, Diocese of Kotido
Arise Milwaukee Inc
Catholic Diocese of Brownsville
Institute for Priestly Formation
Anne Goetze, Pray to Love
Paulist Productions
Pontifical North American College (PNAC)
University Catholic
University Catholic
US Council of Serra International
USA Midwest Province of the Society of Jesus (Midwest Jesuits)
USCCB Committee on Clergy, Consecrated Life and Vocations
Wichita Serra Clubs, Metro and East Side

Kenya
Kenya
Kenya
Malawi
Peru
Tanzania
Uganda
United States
United States
United States
United States
United States
United States
United States
United States
United States
United States
United States
United States

Formation at the Sciences of Religious Life Institute
Orantes Sisters of the Assumption, Abidjan, Ivory Coast

T

he Orantes Sisters of the Assumption is one of six
branches of Augustinian Assumptionists. This modest-sized contemplative congregation was founded in
1896 by Fr. François Picard and Isabelle de Clermont-Tonnerre.
The Sisters sought funding to support the formation of nine sisteres at Institute of the Sciences of Religious Life at the African
Lasallian Center in Abidjan, Ivory Coast.
Training provided by the Institute promotes Orante vocations by
integrating the spiritual and mundane lives of its charges though
courses including Bible lessons, religious life science, psychology,
practical catechism with young people, moral theology, and pastoral development. Due to the pandemic, some courses were offered online; a shortage of computers in the community made it
necessary for the sisters to share.
Beyond theoretical courses such as the ones mentioned, secondyear students at the Institute focused on social education and
crafts, where the sisters taught young people in literacy centers
how to make necklaces, table mats and soap. The purpose of this
partnership wtih the centers is to introduce young girls to manual
work which can become a source of income for them. Of course,
this interaction allows the sisters to develop their pastoral skills
learned in the first year.

One remarkable sister turned her attention to work in a nursery
with abandoned children, children whose mothers died in childbirth, or whose mothers were too ill to care for them. Due to the
sheer numbers of orphans overwhelming the nursery staff, not
all babies could be given love and attention beyond the necessities. The sister focused her time upon giving the children maternal care.
Formation at the Institute of the Sciences of Religious Life meets
the needs of the Orantes sisters, not only measured by its huge
positive impact on the community at large, but within the order
itself, where sisters from four African nations learned to live well
together in interculturality, balancing student life, work life, and
community life.
In order to supplement financial support such as that granted by
the Serra International Foundation, the sisters are making and
selling miniature grottoes for religious statues, jewelry, and wine.
ABOVE: Orantes Sisters minister to young children in a local parish
for basic catechism (LEFT) and develop pastoral skills and bonding
with young people through spiritual direction and counseling
(RIGHT).
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From Kohima to Chicago
Fr. Samir Talati pursues his Ph.D at Loyola University

T

he Society of Jesus, or the Jesuits, are a very well-known
Roman Catholic order of priests and brothers founded
nearly 500 years ago by a soldier-turned-mystic, Saint Ignatius of Loyola. The Midwest Jesuits encompass an area including
Wyoming, North Dakota, South Dakota, Nebraska, Iowa, Minnesota,
Wisconsin, Michigan, Indiana, Kentucky, Ohio, and most of northern and eastern Illinois.
The USA Midwest Jesuits received a $1,000 scholarship grant from
the Serra International Foundation to help Fr. Samir Talati, SJ, a Jesuit
visiting from the Kohima Region in India, complete his continuing
education at Loyola University in Chicago. His Ph.D studies in Sociology focus on self-affirmation of the indigenous people in one of
the tribes of northeast India, called the Garo. His contribution to the
Jesuits as a result of these advanced studies will be most valuable.
After Fr. Talati completes his studies, he plans to continue his research among the Garo in Kohima.
Pictured at left is Fr. Samir Talati, SJ, on the occasion of his Final Vows
Mass at Loyola University in Chicago on December 21, 2020.

Stairways to Heaven
The Dominican Sisters in Gusau, Nigeria received a $1,000 grant to tile two staircases leading to different wings of their novitiate building.
The staircases were cement -loored, and required
time-consuming washing that degraded the surface to the extent that small holes began to form.
Now that the stairs are tiled, their maintenance
needs are greatly reduced, leaving more time for
study and prayers. The congregation — and especially the novice in charge of cleaning the
stairs! — are grateful to the Foundation’s donors
for the financial assistance for this project.
Pictured at left are the Dominican novices beaming on their new staircase!

10
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A Year of Abundant Vocations
Capuchin Franciscan Province of St. Conrad

F

ollowing the inspiration of St. Francis, priests and lay
members of the Capuchin Franciscan Province of St.
Conrad pray together in community while serving the
poor and marginalized in Colorado, Kansas, Texas and the foreign missions.
The Capuchin Religious Formation project is intended to support the formation and training of future Capuchin Franciscan
priests and religious in the Capuchin Province of Mid-America, which is aligned with the Serra International Foundation’s
objective to foster and promoted vocations to the priesthood
and to religious life.
The goal of this project is to accept 3-5 postulants/year to be able
to profess 2-3 new friars each year to religious life.
A $5,000 grant was applied toward the formation expenses for
tuition and fees for 10 men.
As of August 1, 2021, the province had 19 men in formation, four
of whom are postulants. This is the largest group of discerning
men in the history of the province! Earlier this year, two men
also professed solemn/final vows, Br. Vincent Mary Carrasco in
August 2020 and Br. Luke Jordan in December 2021. (Br. Luke’s
profession is pictured above.) In addition, two men were ordained

to the priesthood on August 15, 2020: Fr. Donald Rank and Fr.
Brandon Berg and another on June 19, 2021, Fr. Jason Moore.
Thus, the Capuchins ordained three men in Fiscal Year 2021
(their fiscal year runs from July 1 – June 30), two men made final
vows and one man made temporary vows. Four more Capuchin
brothers are on track to be ordained in the next three years.
As a result of vocation retreats, four new postulants have joined
the Capuchin Province of Mid-America this year, and three of the
four postulants from the 2021 fiscal year are moving onto the
novitiate. Also, three of the novices from this past year made temporary vows in August and are moving onto the post-novitiate.
In addition, the Province created a film on formation to attract
new vocations. "Formation" is a feature-length documentary film
chronicling the experience of 15 men as they discern, and recount their experience of discernment, within the Order of Friars
Minor Capuchin. This film comprehensively takes the layman
through the stages of formation and explains their purpose
within the Franciscan movement. The film was awarded the
Capax Dei Foundation Award at the 2020 International Catholic
Film Festival. You can search for the film “Formation” on
YouTube to view it.
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Discernment during the pandemic
The Diocese of Fort Wayne/South Bend, Indiana, USA
The Diocese of Fort Wayne/South Bend, Indiana, USA, is home to
82 parishes, 39 Catholic grade schools and 4 Catholic high schools.
They ordained 7 men to the priesthood in 2021 (pictured above).
At the time of this writing, they had 22 men in seminary. Below is
their report on how they used a $3,000 grant from the Serra International Foundation in what turned out to be a very unusual year.

W

e were able to host a one-day Come and See
Discernment retreat for young men considering
a vocation to the priesthood. The pandemic and
state health department restrictions made it a little challenging,
but overall, we had a good day.
The Come and See Discernment Retreat was held on Saturday,
July 18, 2020, from 9:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at Sacred Heart
Church, Warsaw, which is in the middle of our diocese. The entire day was put on by our current seminarians and vocation director. Because of the pandemic and the uncertainty of whether
we could host such an event safely, everything was very last
minute. We still had 14 young men participate, ranging in ages
from 15-20. We had 25 seminarians attend and help with the day.
We would consider that very successful given the limitations of
the pandemic. We had two men apply to study for our diocese.
The grant allowed us to serve the participants a full lunch and a
few snacks throughout the day. We also purchased resources to
give to the young men attending and for future discerners, including, but not limited to, the following: “Discerning the Will
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of God” by Fr. Timothy Gallagher, “To Save a Thousand Souls”
by Fr. Brett Brannen, “Have I Been with you?” by Father Paul
Hoesing, and “Discerning Priesthood” by Vianney Vocations.
We didn’t use the full amount of the grant due to the small number of participants, so we used what was leftover to help our
parishes promote National Vocation Awareness Week with the
help of Vianney Vocations and for our general seminarian education fund.
We hope to offer two Come and See Discernment retreats this
summer, one specifically targeting young Hispanic men and the
other targeting young men in general. We also hope to host two
Andrew dinners at two parishes, in which priests invite young
men to join the seminarians, our vocation director, and other
priests for an informal gathering including dinner and dialogue
about discerning a vocation to the priesthood. When we held
these in 2019, approximately 75 young men attended both
events.
We are extremely grateful for all the support we have received from
Serra International in the past, and we look forward to working
with you in the future. Thank you for all your organization does
to promote vocations to the priesthood and religious life.
Christine Nix
Administrative Assistant
Vocation Office
Diocese of Fort Wayne - South Bend

Why Support the Serra International Foundation?
Michael Bragg, President, Serra International

T

he Church needs our help. The Church needs Serra International. Serra International needs the Serra International Foundation.

It is very clear in today’s climate that there is a lot of confusion in
both the world and our Church. Ideas and thoughts that would
have been considered ridiculous only 30 or 40 years ago are now
being considered mainstream ideas. Practices in our Church that
would have been considered heterodox 30 or 40 years ago are
now being accepted in certain corners. It is no wonder that young
men and women are confused about their roles in the Church
and having difficulty hearing God’s call to religious life, the diaconate and the ministerial priesthood.
God is still calling young men and young women to their true
vocation. In fact, in many
ways, the crisis in vocations is
not about religious orders and
diocesan priests, but about
the concept of vocations in
general. The vocations crisis
that we are encountering affects vocations to marriage
and the single life, as well as
to the priesthood and religious life. Young men and
women today are having
trouble hearing God’s call to their true vocation - no matter what
that may be.

dues charged to every Serra club. Dues,
however, do not always pay for everything needed to run Serra or to perform
the good works desired to be completed
by Serra as an organization. That is
where the Serra International Foundation comes into play.
Michael W. Bragg
The Serra International Foundation
helps fund programs both in the United
States and around the world. The Serra International Foundation
helps individual clubs and other private organizations do the
work of vocations and the Church. The Serra International Foundation helps organizations around the world that could not promote, encourage and train
the next generation of priests
and religious without the
grants awarded by it. The
Serra International Foundation fills in the gaps when the
dues paid by the clubs are insufficient to complete the
programs needed to do the
work of Serra International.

Advent should be a time of prayer, fasting
and almsgiving as we prepare
for the birth of our Savior.
What better way to prepare for the
coming of Jesus than to make a generous
donation to the Foundation?

Serra is certainly part of the answer to this problem. Since its
founding many years ago, Serra has been consistent in its message
that we need to support our priests and religious. Serra has been
consistent in its message that young men and women need to
hear God’s call for their lives. Serra has been consistent in supporting young men and women who are actively discerning
God’s call. Serra is needed today more than ever in its history.
Serra as an organization cannot run by itself. In order to perform
the good works of Serra, it is necessary to have an office, staff,
equipment and supplies. Part of this, of course, is paid for by the

As President of Serra International, I am asking you to
consider a generous donation to the Foundation during this season of Advent. Many saints and popes of our Church have referred to Advent as a “mini-Lent.” While you would not know
this from looking at how our world prepares for Christmas, Advent should be a time of prayer, fasting and almsgiving as we prepare for the birth of our Savior. What better way to prepare for
the coming of Jesus than to make a generous donation to the
Foundation? As Past President of the Foundation, I can assure
you that your donation will be invested wisely and used appropriately for the mission of Serra International.
God Bless, Happy Advent and Merry Christmas.

the Serran | Vol. 68 No.3

13

The 2021 Summer Program for Seminarians
The Institute for Priestly Formation, Omaha, Nebraska, USA

I

n collaboration with Catholic seminaries and dioceses, the
Institute for Priestly Formation forms seminarians, priests,
and bishops in holiness and accompanies them in their ongoing spiritual growth, so they can more effectively lead others to
Christ. We envision a joyful and powerful renewal of holiness
across the U.S. Catholic Church as more diocesan seminarians,
priests, and bishops seek and commit to a personal, deep, and sustained spiritual communion with the Trinity.
During Summer 2021, 155 seminarians from 54 dioceses participated in the Institute for Priestly Formation’s nine-week program
of spiritual formation for diocesan seminarians held on the campus
of Creighton University in Omaha, Nebraska. A total of 78 faculty
and staff were present, serving in various capacities: spiritual directors, classroom instructors, counselors, etc. We were grateful
to be able to conduct the program this year, even though there
were some restrictions due to the continuing concerns stemming
from the pandemic.
The program began with some days of orientation, preparation for
retreat and a short course entitled, “Christian Prayer and Discernment.” The eight-day silent directed retreat took place during Week
Two. During the retreat, each seminarian met for one hour with a
spiritual director, attended daily Mass, spent four hours in prayer
throughout the day, and attended an evening conference. Al-
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though, for social distancing purposes, we had to use two locations
for the evening conferences (with live streaming to the secondary
location), the presentations were very effective in helping the seminarians to focus on prayer and related topics.
Following the retreat, the seminarians participated in a series of
classes, one after the other. The course titles were as follows:
“Prayer and Priestly Identity,” “Growing into Authentic Manhood”
and “The Mystery of the Liturgy.” During that time, the seminarians continued to meet weekly with a spiritual director and, in addition to Mass, prayed together for Morning and Evening Prayer.
Although we were not able to have the entire group of seminarians
engaged in apostolic service as we would usually have done, many
signed up for volunteer experiences that were made available to
them in the course of the summer. These experiences included a
food pantry, helping out at parish events and supporting a number
of different projects sponsored by Catholic Charities of Omaha.
We remain deeply grateful to the Serra International Foundation
for its generous support of our summer program for seminarians.
We look forward to continuing this long-standing and fruitful collaboration.
Above: Seminarians gather for a class on “The Mystery of the
Liturgy.”

Beauty Elevates the Spirit for Worship
Nazareth House, Diocese of Phoenix, Arizona, USA
Nazareth House is a seminary formation house in the Diocese of
Phoenix. This local seminary allows diocesan seminarians to
begin their formation in the community where they may eventually minister. Following is their report.

W

e are very grateful to Serra for helping us complete this chapel renovation. Our seminary was
started in 2019 in a building that had needed a
complete renovation as it had not been used as a residence for
over a dozen years. The chapel had been used as a music room
and so had none of the needed furnishings.
Nazareth House, a two-year program for college-age seminarians, began in the Diocese of Phoenix in the Fall of 2019. In the
house, men live with formators and share a common life, including cooking, cleaning, prayer, and study. This family environment will allow formators to better get to know the seminarians
and give the seminarians a deeper and more holistic formation,
including human, spiritual, pastoral, and intellectual formation,
all while living and serving in their own diocese. The chapel is
the heart of our seminary. The beautiful renovation allows us to
highlight the importance of liturgy and our time spent with Jesus
in prayer. It is His grace that guides all formation.

seminary formation to meet the needs of a new generation. As
the document recommends, the seminary house serves as a
propaedeutic, or preparatory, time, focusing on human and spiritual formation, rather than solely academic studies. Our first
year began with 5 seminarians, our second began with 8, and this
year there are 13. The house is full which is a blessing that we did
not expect so soon. The old saying, “If you build it, they will
come” certainly holds true. We did not merely build it; the faithful, especially the Serrans, have been praying for the success of
this seminary and our diocese.

Responding to the Vatican’s recent guidance for the formation
of seminarians, called Ratio Fundimentalis Institutionis Sacerdotalis, Bishop Olmsted began this house as a new approach to

Top photo: Most Rev. Thomas Olmsted, Bishop of Phoenix, celebrates Mass at Nazareth House’s freshly renovated chapel. Top
right: Worship in the chapel during renovation.
the Serran | Vol. 68 No.3
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Men’s Discernment Retreat
Office of Vocations, Diocese of Brownsville, Texas, USA

T

he Diocese of Brownsville Office of Vocations secured a grant from the Serra International Foundation to support its efforts in fostering a culture of vocations in its diocese. The funds were used to host a one-day Men’s
Discernment Retreat on July 24, 2021 for 26 men. The focus of the retreat was to help men learn about the call
to holiness and a possible vocation to the diocesan priesthood. The day was filled with guest speakers, prayer, fellowship,
and Mass. Thanks to the generosity of the Serra International Foundation, the Office of Vocations was able to promote
the retreat and offer it free of charge to participants. Each participant left the retreat with a better understanding of the
priesthood, discernment guidance resources, and a St. Joseph rosary to aid them in their discernment journey. Above:
Attendees pray before a crucifix on the grounds of St. Eugene de Mazenod Renewal Center in San Juan, Texas.

Retreat participants spend time with the Blessed Sacrament in the chapel
at St. Eugene de Mazenod Renewal Center.
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Father José Garza, pastor of St. Joseph the Worker Church in San Carlos,
TX, speaks to retreatants.

Novitiate Training in the Time of Covid
Evangelizing Sisters of Mary, Nairobi, Kenya
The African Missionary Congregation of the Evangelizing Sisters of Mary is the first
African women missionaries in Africa and in the world. This Congregation is by nature missionary. All its members are admitted on the same basis and with equal rights
and duties. It was founded by two Italian Comboni missionaries, namely, Rt. Rev.
Bishop Sixto Mazzoldi MccJ and the Very Rev. Fr. John Marengoni MccJ. The Evangelizing Sisters of Mary in Nairobi, Kenya, sought funding for their novitiate. Following is their report.

T

his past year has been of great challenge to us all. Our second year
novices were supposed to have three months of community and pastoral
experience in our apostolic communities. Due to government lockdowns for our safety, these activities were not possible. Nevertheless, our general
leadership organized seminars for the novices within the novitiate for two weeks.
The facilitators were our sisters who had been locked down in the general house
and could not go back to their missions in such locations as Cuba, U.S.A, Zanzibar
and other countries. The remaining two months and two weeks of the pastoral experience was spent in our mission animation centre. Here the novices met different
groups that came to the centre for awareness seminars and education on how to
live safely with Covid- 19. They met children, youths, single parents and married
couples. They learned how to listen and assist them in various personal and family
challenges.
According to the feedback of the novices, it was a very enriching and challenging
experience. They learned a lot from the sisters working in the animation centre and
their collaborators. They experienced practically what they have been taught theoretically in our Constitutions, Catechesis, Community Life and Social Ministry.

Novices receive instruction during formation class.

Outside, novices learn how to clean church vessels.

From March 15-21, 2021, our six second-year novices made their five-day retreat
in preparation for their first religious commitment as missionaries. Some of our
Serra International Foundation grant helped pay for this retreat and food needed
over the five days.
On March 23, 2021, we received 18 new novices into the novitiate and 7 entered
into the second year. These are all God’s blessings and we thank God for them and
for you, our supporters, in accomplishing our formation programmes successfully.
The money awarded by the Serra International Foundation also helped to pay for
materials for the novices’ uniforms, for mending them, and other essential needs
during this time.
We want to sincerely thank you for your kindness to us during this time of severe
Covid-19 pandemic. This help came at the time we had great need in the novitiate.
Sr. Claudia Aya
Novice Mistress
Missionary Congregation of the Evangelizing Sisters of Mary

Newly committed sisters happily greet Most Rev. Hubertus
van Megen, Apostolic Nuncio to Kenya, after Mass on
March 23, 2021.
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Last But Not Least
Mission San Gabriel Arcángel, California, USA

O

f the many grants awarded by the Serra International Foundation in 2020, the largest and perhaps
most dear to the hearts of Serrans were emergency funds raised to help repair Mission San
Gabriel Arcángel after a fire, later determined to be arson, destroyed much of the church. Over
$35,000 was donated by Serrans all over the world to restore the iconic California mission whose belltower
is the one depicted in Serra International’s logo. In a letter to Serra International Foundation President Tim
O’Neill in January of 2021, Most Rev. José H. Gomez, Archbishop of Los Angeles, wrote: “I am deeply touched
by the Serra International Foundation’s generous gift in support of the Mission San Gabriel Fire Restoration
Fund. I am especially grateful for the Foundation’s generous heart in preserving our beloved Mission San
Gabriel, which is the spiritual heart of the Archdiocese of Los Angeles and our Catholic community. As we
continue to rebuild this cultural and historical icon, we are blessed to have so many philanthropic partners
like Serra International who are so dedicated to our faith and community.” Thanks to the financial support
of Serrans and hundreds of other donors, Mission San Gabriel was able to celebrate its 250th anniversary in
September. Above: The Mission under restoration in spring of 2021.

18

the Serran | Vol. 68 No. 3

The Board of the Serra International Foundation adopted the Donor Bill of Rights in July 2021 with the intent to assure the
ethical and donor-centered basis of our philanthropic efforts. With this commitment in place, we pledge to merit the respect
and trust of all Serrans and constituents, with the full confidence in Serra and the causes they are asked to support.

A DONOR BILL OF RIGHTS
PHILANTHROPY is based on voluntary action for the common good. It is a tradition of giving and
sharing that is primary to the quality of life. To assure that philanthropy merits the respect and trust of
the general public, and that donors and prospective donors can have full confidence in the not-for-profit
organizations and causes they are asked to support, we declare that all donors have these rights:

I

VI

To be informed of the organization’s mission,
of the way the organization intends to use
donated resources, and of its capacity
to use donations e ectively for their
intended purposes.

To be assured that information about their
donations is handled with respect and with
confidentiality to the extent provided by law.

II

To expect that all relationships with
individuals representing organizations of interest
to the donor will be professional in nature.

To be informed of the identity of those serving
on the organization’s governing board,
and to expect the board to exercise prudent
judgment in its stewardship responsibilities.

III

VII

VIII

To be informed whether those seeking
donations are volunteers, employees of the
organization or hired solicitors.

To have access to the organization’s
most recent financial statements.

IV

To be assured their gifts will be used for
the purposes for which they were given.

V

To receive appropriate acknowledgement
and recognition.

ADOPTED IN 1993

IX

To have the opportunity for their
names to be deleted from mailing lists that
an organization may intend to share.

X

To feel free to ask questions when making
a donation and to receive prompt, truthful and
forthright answers.

COPYRIGHT AFP, AHP, CASE, GIVING INSTITUTE 2015

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED
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Vocations Depend on You
Donate to the Serra International Foundation today using the envelope inside
or make your gift securely online at https://bit.ly/3dh1VfK

Thank you
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